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If politics is the game of scoundrels, 
democracy is the game of numbers that are 
only counted but not weighed. It is more 
ludicrous when left to untutored masses that 
can be either reckless or irresponsible in 
their national consciousness. That, by and 
large, is truth about the depressing story of 
contemporary Kashmir politics. 

We do find politicians here and there 
who pen down their political diaries. But in 
the first place these diaries are rarely 
published. And if published, the authors 
glibly hide the truth from the reader. 
Secondly, if some facts trickle down, these 
are craftily presented to suit their party line. 

Rarely do we find an honest and 
dedicated political activist who, rising as he 
does from grassroots level, taking active 
part in the politics of his days, moving in 
utter disappointment from post to post in 
search of light that could banish darkness 
and ignorance, and then putting down his 
variegated but sordid experience in black 
and white. Such a reading is always unusual 
and rather bizarre because the unsuspecting 
public is happy with understatements and 
half-truths paraded as gospel truth. 

The uniqueness of this work lies in its 
author recounting many small and not too 
momentous events happening on strictly 
local political plane of contemporary 
Kashmir. But taking them as indicator of the 
move of J&K political heavy weights on the 
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Translator’s Note 


Reshi Dev’s life and activities are intertwined with 
contemporaiy history and politics of Kashmir. His sensitivity 
prompted him to react to major social and political 
happenings during the tumultuous period that fills his life 
span, viz. the 20th century. The rise of Soviet State in 1917, 
India’s long freedom struggle, World War II, freedom and the 
partition of the country, Kashmir political scenario on the eve 
of partition, external incursion in October 1947, Kashmir 
issue at the UN, cold war era, Indo-Pak wars, Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution 1979, collapse of the Soviet Union 1991, and now 
Iraq and Afghan wars are major events on regional and 
international plane. These happened during his life time. 

On Kashmir plane, there was still more to come like the 
beginning of anti-monarchy movement in early thirties, 1938 
spilt in Muslim Conference, emergence of Sheikh Abdullah 
and the dominance of National Conference, the Naya 
Kashmir agenda, awakening among Kashmir peasantry, the 
‘Quit Kashmir Movement’ of 1946, the end of Dogra rule and 
the question of accession of the State, 1947 Pakistan 
sponsored incursion by Frontier tribesmen, Kashmir question 
at the UN, the dilemma of the Sheikh and the NC, great 
betrayal of the principles of Naya Kashmir, and finally the 
foreign-sponsored armed separatist uprising of 1990 in 
Kashmir and its far-reaching consequences. 

These events happening within the span of a century are, 
by no means, ordinary for a country or a region. Their impact 
is much deeper and wider than one may imagine. Reshi Dev 
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•» «* cataclysmic period, 
lias been react* ' Ul contemporary history because he 

wS^fed 0 : r w r happenin « ^ 

reformist movement of ®' de ? logy . of a wel| - known social 
some values and n • 7<1 Sama) ’ Rcshl Dev formulated 
life and career he onI C ?r° nS to which h <-' stuck. During his 
his own community "tIi " lany fron ts including some against 
could not accent ^ treated him hke an outcast. He 

against the Hindu™ renc hed Muslim prejudice and hatred 

pseudo-secula"rts™^' ^ beCame a ■>"**> f°r 

political parties of Kusli,r,, r P ,','; U ' p*‘°'* 1 °" ; > 1 "*to in various 
and calumny that conn • refused to be a Party to fraud 

National Conference folio mmat i eC the emer g enc y rule of 
■populist" regime in Nolembfr'* 9 ^°“°" ° f ' hC Sheikh ’ S 
persona non grata for Nat onal r p VenlUa,ly bc becam ' 
party he once chose to ! Confei ' en ce, the political 

What attracted him 1Ve J Vlt 1 Slncer e commitment. 

ideological commonality withto 00 * 1 - C ° nference was itS 
Indian National Con • C pnnc *Pl es for which the 
secularism and eealitaf- rCS - S a * S ° stood — democracy, 

talked about manifesto of NaUon^c'* * ashmir ' the nluch 
new political, economic ° Conference setting forth 
Kashmirian society under rh^ S ° Clal Parameters of the 
intoxicated him and manv Jn P ° pulist rule was a drug that 
Conference. Like hisotho ^ Kashmiri p andits in National 
Kashmir and he nursed tte SW ° re by Naya 

based on equality and non p . a Prosperous Kashmir 
language, caste, colour or ‘ scnmination in terms of faith, 
that he suffered the greatest N ° Wonder - therefore, 

havmg given his best to the na ! l0C * ° f llls life w hen, after 
he, at the end of the day, found th^f '° ^ Kashmiri P eo P le ’ 
consigning it to cold storage i-t G OUnders °f Naya Kashmir 
so the long term intentions and^ USPGCteCl ’ and ver y rightly, 

A ter lrn plementing land refo ° tlVeS of Nc leadership, 
agenda quite hastily — and , lms and de bt cancellation 

eW Ddhi ‘ eaders - the Sheikh found°i t , he ““T “ ki " S ° f 

o it expedient to go 
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slow and finally abandon other major programmes of Naya 
Kashmir. 1 He had gone through a big change after he met 
secretly with Adlai Stevenson, the American Presidential 
candidate in 1952 then on a visit to Srinagar. Many writers 
think that he nursed the dream of independent Sultanate of 
Kashmir. 

Realizing the importance of peasantry in the new situation 
which was developing, the Sheikh made sure that he held it 
firmly in his grip. 

In early thirties and forties of the 20th century the ideology 
of socialism influenced the minds of many intellectuals in the 
colonized parts of the world. This included a large segment 
of Indian leadership with Nehru in the forefront. His 
lieutenant Dr. Kunward Muhammad Ashraf, the incharge of 
the Congress’s Muslim Mass Contact Programme with office 
in Anand Bhavan, was in charge of socialist thrust in Kashmir. 
He found a section of National Conference cooperative to his 
agenda. Thus within the fold of National Conference, the 
leftist group gradually consolidated its position and 
influence. It had the backing of the CPI and at times that of 
Nehru in person. This was a committed group in the NC, and 
did some ground work to win over Kashmir peasantry. It was 
on their behest that the symbol of white plough on red 
background became the formal party flag of NC. 
The progressive wing of NC recruited dedicated activists to 
its rank and file, and Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq, a young and 
intelligent lawyer by profession and a senior leader of NC 
became its chief. The Sheikh did not interfere with his or 
his group’s work as long as the young activists contributed to 
the consolidation of NC movement and did not challenge his 
leadership. 

'Some observers say that since 85 per cent of jagirdai's (big land holders) 
in the valley were Hindus, the Sheikh found no compulsion to continue with 
other popular reforms enunciated in Naya Kashmir Manifesto after the 
historic tasks of land reforms and putting an end to jagirdan system were 

completed. 
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irnkmoThr-'* 13 , 1 the leftiSl coo P erati °n would help NC in 
k m»1,mel H m ° narchy move "' e ™ broad-based, and bring 

worl in ' I °" regi0nal leVel ' Reshi U - M '"dined .o 

3nd with » urge for creativuy. He 
its ideologues°He ^ Velopcd conlacl and understanding with 
especially by their^ '' ripressctl b >' lllcn socialist ideology, 

resource-L pelsam™ r, e Sym|Mthy ,pr ‘he poor and 

grudgingly _ as hefe ,7 | h r e p “ y * ave him his due albeit 

rural units at various n hr, • and he ’ in lurn > °P ened ,ts 
ideological reach R i Anantna g district. Struck by its 

with the well-known tft^IdeT elled ^ JammU and 

colleague, Dhanawantri Later' T 6 ^ Bhagat Singh ’ S 
and he was introduced to T their relatlons deepened 
This brought him into Wlder sectl °ns of Indian Left, 
his days. He received ^° ntact witl1 well-known comrades of 

sociology, history and geo-sL? C ° ntemporary P olitics and 
Kashmir from a i e fri^r • aegles - He began looking at 
overlooked harsh o P ° lnt °f view, which, at times, 
Kashmirian society. Th^ and the diversity in 

school of social thought' 1 ^ tlley Were traine d in the 

Conference when its sed 11 - CdSiBuSi ° ned widl National 

programme, made a Lf-tun-i^ , Shelved the N aya Kashmir 
politics. He suspected that . an SLICCU mbed to communal 

vision of true secularism. Now he | band ° ned the earlicr 
Leftists from very close e began observing the 

ideological frame and on th^ terS r meaning outside the 

great dismay he found / of 8 round realities. To his 

conviction and commitment^Th' thCm ambivale nt in their 
self-created value system and i • ^ posed a challenge to his 
its weight. He- found that tl ^ ^° nscience groaned under 
communists and profess i° Se w b° called themselves 
proclivities were, in realitv t. 6 l:>e a b°ve communal 
off the mask their real face w!'"" 8 3 mask ‘ When they took 
instances that forced him to re^R 1 ?" 8 different - He cites 

to re-think his relations with the 
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Leftists. In particular, the response he got from Harkishen 
Singh Surjeet, the then Secretary General of Communist Party 
of India (M) to whom he reported on the rise of armed 
insurgency in Kashmir in 1990, and the exodus of the Hindu 
minority, gave him a shock of his life. He decided to distance 
himself from them. 

Reshi Dev welcomed the split in Bakhshi-led National 
Conference resulting in the formation of Democratic National 
Conference (DNC) to which the “progressive” elements of 
NC had flocked. He responded enthusiastically to a call from 
its leadership and thought that he had, at the end of the day, 
found the proper political platform from which he could give 
vent to his ideas, experience and observations. He served the 
party with all sincerity and dedication, widening its base in 
his home constituencies. This was the time when he came 
into close contact with Sadiq and Mir Qasim. It seemed that 
his contribution would, ultimately be given due recognition 
and he would be treated with all the admiration and respect 
he deserved. 

But alas, one fine morning he heard the news that DNC had 
disbanded their group and rejoined National Conference. He 
was furious because it shattered his dream. What face was he 
going to show to his supporters who he had weaned away 
from Bakhshi’s faction and admitted to the new political party 
with great effort? He met with the ex-DNC leadership, 
argued with them, quarreled with them and patted ways with 
them. There were many others who had adopted the same 
Path. Thereafter Reshi Dev did not find it advisable to be an 
active member of any party though at personal level he 
continued to lend whatever support he could to the needy 
persons by recommending them to propet quarters. In 
Political cliche he had been rested but in reality he was 
betrayed. 

Reshi Dev gives deep insight into the duplicity and rau 
that ruled the roost in Kashmir political establishment. He 
spares none because he knows them well, has seen them in 
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conrlii^ U6 . CO J° Urs and has interacted with them. The 

w°th Ka h n c S aWn fr ° m his 70 - y«'«* Jong association 

is whm irP ? P ° lltiCal leadersh ip of various hues 

eo ^r Sely in the axiom a nd large the 
People get the government they deserve" 

Dev Tike h 2r d m Kashmir the crisis of; 1990. Reshi 

hi! feafch 0 r T Pa ? di '" ™ ^ » 'eave 

brutallv hmH i C 3S<CS W1 Y die armed gangsters 

rr he k ,-r ^ as a 

phenomenon and the shLeful rll h f S ,° rdld S '° ry ° f thiS 

helm of affairs cm l i 6 of those wll ° were at die 

driven by !eiL”L r Se y Watd ’ ed h ° W Kashm “' '-ders 
subtlecommunahnanneTutus T7 ™ n ' pu,Mm Z crisis in 

The events of loon , US ^ ea Wltil tllis in som e detail, 
less than a tragedy for’anyb^dT ? nf ? lded thereafter, are no 
These were doubly n v f i 7 W1 ° llone stly loves Kashmir, 
dedicated theirlives , 0 “ ‘° mC " Hke Reshi Dev who had 

peaceful Kashi ra o il" 0 " ?■* 

Dev, like many others in and oT Tv” ' S ‘ conviction . Reshi 
became a witness to the r li ° ^ Kashmir P oli dcal arena, 
Kashmir secutem which °f.,‘ he ide °‘°»-' edifice of 
and preserve after' 1‘ t P , e ° plC l,ke had tried to build 

decades. He was face to f 1 ° US f fforts s P read over many 
was race to face with a tranmo eri r • • 
Pertinent that we briefly sneak n f Therefore it is 

impact on our civil society ? ^ thlS Catacl y sm an d its 

KashmiMn'l^o'wa^no^^siidde^indu armed insurgency in 
discontent that was simmering fo, " ° UlbursL 11 s P ran 8 from 
were discernible as early as* 1960s' wh VearS ' Syn ’P Ioms 
named Al-Fatah (Al-Fath) tol * *" 3 militant ° ut, 'il 
mission of secession of KasKnv r arms to accomplish the 
accession to Pakistan ^ ,ndian Uni “" and its 
struggle of the Palestinians whose t0 re_enact the 

occupation. I n other word, ds are under Israeli 

Kashmir, too, was an “ OC eimi \ i , COntend ed that since 

occupted land”, they had the right and 
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motivation to initiate a struggle for its liberation. They 
reinforced this conviction by taking recourse to religious 
injunctions. 

By and large, Al-Fatah insurgency (1965-1971) in Kashmir 
met with failure because of various reasons like lack of quick 
communication system with their Pakistani sponsors or a 
limited network and absence of necessary logistical support. 
Nevertheless, the uprising, even if conducted undergiound, 
did make an impact on Kashmiri youth. A number of Kashmiri 
Muslim organisations under one name or the other surfaced in 
the length and breadth of the valley, each carrying the covet t 
mission of alienating people from India in order to whip up 
secessionist sentiment among the broad masses of Kashmiri 
Muslims. Whatever the stated mission, these organizations 
covertly carried forward the agenda of propagating the right 
of the “subjugated” people to a struggle for their 
independence and self-determination. The slogan of the right 
of self-determination became the war cry of Kashmir 
separatists and dissidents. 

Reverting to 1953, it will be noted that subsequent to the 
dismissal and internment of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, his 
lieutenant Mirza Afzal Baig floated Plebiscite Front, wliic i 
became the main political organization demanding 
implementation of the UN Resolutions on Kashmir stipulating 
Plebiscite as solution of Kashmir tangle. Under the iron hand 
of Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad, who had replaced the 
Sheikh on August 9, 1953, Plebiscite Front activists were 
meted out a harsh treatment. Bakhshi was not a leader to 
tolerate political opposition and thus came down with a 
heavy hand on the activists of the Front. He knew their team 
leaders very well because after all they weie the former 
Workers of National Conference groomed by the Bakhshi 
himself as their earlier avatar. Many of them were gi 
government jobs but the diehard among them mostly went 
underground. Sadiq, who succeeded Bakhshi, adopte 
somewhat lenient policy towards the Plebiscite Front in t ie 
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con F fro°„ f tSo Uad ' n , 8 ! hCm l ° Wei * h the P«» and cons of their 

But the P eb" ” n = 8 ° verninenI and ‘he ruling majoriiy. 

Pol cv a lt' SC ' te f r' aCUViS,S mis,ook 8adiqs^moderate 

cal on wit ft" T Weakness ; They felt en 'boldened ,0 

even made an h" * U >vcrslve activities so much so that they 

address t °" ““ lifc °f Sadi., during his 

nve ° P f U “ ,C rall >' in Bara,nulla in 1%4. Police 

of Al-Fatah a ° T mCiden ‘ reveaied the alarming network 

Is olhe Pleh m r ment Whose ra nks were filled by 
most or the Plebiscite Front activists 

Sad, U q rin le h !&KT ment ° fQaSim ’ wh ° had succeeded 
handhngof ecrs 80Vern, ,” em Cha "* ed ils stance on the 
armed insurgency ny 1 " 'T"| S inC ' Udin « thosc advocating 
crescendo ff s^celrff ' 11 ' be * tanta 8 >he rising 
government structures. The o ' <m ? a dem ,n ‘° the state 

separatists armed e- . . ' ° ^' r Q as im’s handling of 

fact remains that indir^G^n’. 15 . n0t P ublicl y known, but the 
unhappy with Mir On si ° n ^ 116 tllen Prime Minister, was 
NoboTy^^^^Xrindi^^ a ^ ,ed |o their estrangement, 
reports from the intelligence af 31X11 Ieacted to secret 

In 1970s, when the Sheikh ^ maUer ‘ 

son Farooq thenwhilinc ^ 3S Stl under detention, his 

contact tSZZT'o -" L ° nd0 "' in '° 

AmanullahKhan. HailinofJ ^ Dlaspora in UK, led by 

Khan had migrated to UK a 7* S , t01 m Baltlstan - Amanullah 

his UK- based com Da mf f f T?* C '° Wn in Ulton - He and 
Front (KLF), an oroani^r ^ fi ° atecl Kashmir Liberation 
seeking secession of Kashmir 7^ ^7 PrimS ob j ective of - 
role of PoK Diaspora in UK ' f rom the Man Union. The 

Kashmir is veiy significant. One'^a^fM insur ^ enc y in 

in Hashim Qurehi’s worF tt * bnd access to its details 
The storfof a larse^m ° ftbe Truth ~ 

Pakistan occupied Kashmir^ r nr , y ° Uth who migrated from 
World War II and continues till K be81nS With the end of the 
Wa r II, these people used m Pie . Sent da T- During the World 
P u*d to work as stokers on the British 
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mei chant navy. When war came to an end, the British needed 
vast manpower to run their factories and industrial units. The 
stokers were given an option to settle down permanently in 
UK and work in the revival of British industries. As a result, 
most of the industrial towns of UK like Birmingham, 
Manchester, and Luton etc. witnessed a concentration of this 
Diaspora. With their hard work, a phenomenon to which they 
are used, and with the passage of time, their economic 
condition improved considerably, and so did their numerical 
strength in these localities. The British democratic system 
allowed them the right of franchise and soon they began to 
understand that they wielded some political clout in their 
respective constituencies. Political rights and benefits, which 
die British political system provides were not to be found in 
dieir homeland. PoK emigres as well as Pakistani ruling 
circles began to realise the utility of the role of this segment 
°f PoK population in UK in the context of their coveting of 

Kashmir. 

PoK emigres had a number of complaints against 
Islamabad regimes. Their enormous annual foreign 
•omittances to the tune of over a billion dollars considerably 
strengthened Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves. 
However, this money was generally spent on developmental 
Projects in Punjab and not in PoK, which remained backward 
and devoid of necessary infrastructure. Even health and 
education services were faced with stagnation. People in 
I oK demanded royalty for Mangla Dam, which was built on 
their land and with their water. The worst was that electric 
Power generated from the dam was supplied to Punjab and 
Parts of Sindh while rural PoK including villages adjoining the 
da m had to go without it. Electric and electronic gadgets, 
^hich the emigres brought home for the convenience of their 
°Iks, could not be operated owing to non-availability of 
e ^ e ctricity. PoK citizens were almost discriminated against 
a nd often looked upon with suspicion. Lack of employment 
°Pportunities had forced a large number of young people o 
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of the Pim^K^R labourers and daily wagers in various towns 

citizen f v v ^ ° rC a PP oint ment to any government post, a 

Kashmir / ^ reC,Uired to take an oath of allegiance to 

Kashmir s accession to Pakistan. 

after dav^Th am °^ tbe PoK Emigres was increasing clay 
discrimin r ^ brOUght out P rotest rallies against 

bureaucracv°Tt P 7 ° f Pakistan ’ s Punjabi dominated 
military d Jator fn ^ d ° ,ninati ° n ° f 3 

insensitive to political imnl' ‘ J. ak,Sta "‘ aulhon ties were not 
‘Northern Aren > i • Potions of their discontent. The 

out ° f pakis “ 

smooth relnrie i^ t0 aklstan wa s a big irritant in 

Gilgit and Ba^tisTa^ 60 Islamabad and the People living in 
democrat wi ??° ns - Above all > denial of true 
authority to thel^aT^eoDr 0 - 111 ^ 11 ° f P ° Htical power and 
rise of anti-Pakistan ? 1 ° K 3nd NA stimulatecl the 

situation became 'o T™ 3m ° ng the people. The 

“Azad Kashmir” in ah C ° mpllcated wh en the High Court of 
and Baltistan were part of deCIS '° n dec,ared thal Gil S il 
At this point of time Pak 't ^ °9 ammu and Kashmir ‘ 

ISI, very deftly played relio ^ lntelll § ence agency, namely 
anti-Pakistan sentiment b!ul ^ Which ^ ° nly dik ' ted 
movement to destabilise the Stat^of 3nti ' India armeC J 
dismpt peace and status quo in the regToT KaShmif ™ 

hailing from Gilgit anfBaki^V* UK ( ° ther than thoS6 
calumny. They afreed to h J ^ ^ taken in b y ISI ’ S 
butcheiy in Kashmir in rl C ° me accom plices in merciless 
struggle. At the same time ,° f rdigion and freedom 

bent of mind, they ' ou ^ 1 known for their secularist 

indoctrination vio 0r oimiv^ UCCU , mbed to Islamic radical 
clerics in the mosques in ° Ut by the fanati cal Pakistani 

anti-India indoctrination like' „„ ey Were subjected to intense 
atrocities on Kashmiri Mi r Jlndu India committed untold 
shrines, disallowed them? destro y e d their mosques and 

Cm t0 ° bsei ^ Islamic practices of five- 
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time prayers, fasting etc. and forbade studying Islamic history 
and civilization.” They were told that only an armed 
insurgency sponsored, supported and abetted by them in the 
valley would effectively throw out the Indians from Kashmir. 
They were told that once the Indians had been ousted 
militarily, the whole of original State of Jammu and Kashmir 
would fall in their hands and they would become masters of 
independent Kashmir. This bait was strong enough to whet 
the appetite of the expatriates. They dreamed of wielding 
political power in the original State of Jammu and Kashmir 
an d investing their large remittances there to build for 
themselves palaces in the Paradise on Earth and live a life of 
luxury. Thus began deep and regular consultations between 
1 oK-based KLF leaders and the Pakistani ISI sleuths over the 
Wa ys and means of destabilizing Kashmir 

In order to send a message of its ability to strike at India s 
Vlta l interests, KLF planned the assassination of Indian High 
Commission senior official, Ravinder Mhatre (somewhere in 
the outskirts of Luton) in 1984. The British police arrested the 
suspected assailant, and its investigating teams found a link 
between Mhatre’s assassination and KLF’s links with the ISI. 
ew C> e lhi quickly reacted by sending the founding father o 
KLF na mely Maqbul Butt to the gallows in Tihar jail. 

The execution of Maqbul Butt became catalyst to the 
success of ISI’s design of making PoK Diaspora a cat’s paw m 
ashmir insurgency. Butt was actively involved in carrying 
Ul ar med attacks and subversion in Kashmir. He was 

responsible f° r the murder of Amar Chand of Nadihal in 

atamull a district, a CID Inspector who was trying to trac 
m rn , < ^° Wn in Handwara-Kupwara range. Butt had a so 
rd ered aJ&K Bank official at Lang ate while Committing a 

hirv! clac oity. The court had passed death sentence a 8 a *u 
ci er . and he Wa s languishing in Tihar Jail in Delhi awaiting 
Ind 1S, ° n of his mercy appeal he had made to the President °t 
vail 3 Butt Was alleged to have committed crimes in 
y ancI then crossed over the LoC to avoid arrest, 
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course of c re gj steied a criminal case against him. In clue 
Who haile Tm ^ ^ become popular with the PoK youth 
fol,o We e a him T he IibenUOr of Kashmir. He had many 
rake un fra? 0 " 8 ! ^ P ° K Dias P ora in UK. ISI managed to 

them into s^ekinTre ' 1101118 ° f P ° K 6migr6s and goaded 

fundament f 8 Cngc of Hints execution. Thus 
sentiments and 81 lndoctrinati °n, whetting of pro-Butt 
all converged on'the ^ °* Winning lhe paradise of Kashmir, 
leadership of ^ C ° nVersion of KLF into JKLF under the 

activists and the ISI a No Iah Hnk between PoK 

raised, logistical sun W UntC ‘ the label of JKLF, funds were 
to the youth in K—n W3S mana 8 ed an d secret calls went 

clandestinely to recede Tra' L ° CroSS over to PoK 

order to liberate ti-, • i aining In arms and subversion in 
Indians. More than^P 10 ™ clanci froni the clutches of the 
retired Pakistan * Ulncie< -1 training camps manned by 
Places in Pok ° m “" were o£ned a, secret 

became official c , CaS borderm S °n the NWFP. JKLF 

-oventent XHerr" ° f the a ™ ed 

Liberation Movement c C8Jn l ° be calle b as Kashmir 

various na '”« mushroomedfn'ftautl 0rKi ' n f Uions undC f 

insurgency. nrst two or three years of 

He came ctose^topeopte Far °° q Abdullah was in UK 

As his father was ianeml Were « a “"ch activists of KLF. 
nurse anti-India feelings i ° , Indian i ai h he had reason to 

tried to exploit.TnSzlSf; DiaS <™ ^ ^ 

participate in anti-India rallies 1 W . here , he had come to 
with Amanullah Khan trw n > he shared public platform 
vowed to liberate Kashi! 7^ la ‘ ge S atherin gs in which lie 
1975. when the <** control of india. "Till 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah kenr ° n Clence was out of power, 
1974, he even wem^f 00 ™^ 3 * 17 W ' tb Amanullah Khan. In 
independence of Kashmir ° £ lG extent of saying “ for 
Kashmir every child would give his blood.” 
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His recorded speech was believed to have been broadcast 
from Azad Kashmir Radio,” writes Jagmohan in his 
monumental work. 1 

Speaking in the course of a debate in the Lok Sabha on 
change of government in Jammu and Kashmir-in 1983-84, 
some Congress (I) MPs virtually portrayed Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah as a traitor. Bali Ram Bhagat charged, 

Facts had borne out clearly that Dr. Farooq Abdullah endeared 
himself to the Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir based militants and 
they tried to exploit this to the full and, therefore, invited Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah to attend die annual session of die Plebiscite Front in Mirpur 
(PoK) in 1974. And it was during this visit diat Dr. Farooq Abdullah 
came in contact with Amanullah Khan and Maqbool Bhat. Dr. 
Abdullah in his public utterances appealed to die people of Kashmir 
to rally round the Plebiscite Front functioning on both sides of die 
ceasefire line and categorically stated that he stood firmly for die 
inalienable right of die Kashmir people to determine dieir future,”-’ 

Pakistani papers published photographs of Farooq and 
Amanullah standing together on a stage in a public rally 
somewhere in PoK. They were pictured jointly holding up a 
gun as a mark of solidarity in contemplated armed insurgency 
in Kashmir. This is the same Amanullah Khan who had 
triumphantly told a press conference at the UN Headquarters 
in New York on April 9, 1990 that JKLF kidnappers of Vice 
Chancellor of Kashmir University and his aide had shot both 
of them dead in Srinagar. Actually the killing took place on 
the next day. This shows where the remote control of armed 
insurgency in Kashmir actually lay. 

In 1975 Indira-Sheikh Accord was signed. The Sheikh 


'My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir, Jagmohan, New Delhi, 1991. p. 140 
This refers to discussions under Rule 193 on the recent developments in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Lok Sabha Debates, July 30, 1984 (23 July-27 August 
1984) cited in My Frozen Turbulence ... loc.cit p. 162. For details see 
The Times of India, April 10, 1990 and Jagmohan My Frozen Turbulence in 
Kashmir, New Delhi, 1991, p 536 et al. 
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ailed his son to Kashmir where subsequently he was to 
p ■ me th e Piesident of National Conference. After his 
• CI S em ' se * n September 1982, New Delhi lost no time 
f L ^ e new Chief Minister of the Slate. Once 

tS* , l ° Seal power, Farooq’s apparent distancing 
most tali' ^ secunn 8 his newfound position became the 

and „ l A T SUbiCCt in P0lilical cird ^ Muzaffarabad 
on Hum- n the sidelines of the Second World Conference 

time UK-based KLF Vienna T J " 3 ’ ° group ° f his ° ld 

confronted i • comrades virtually besieged him and 

and acc ,seel h m "T ma " ner turncoat behaviour 

movemenf I" ? f Wha ‘ lhey «>"«' “betrayal of the freedom 
houTe of th e S^ S1 , mir " ThCy had perh; 'P s that the 

its lids no WOUid be the to let power slip from 

Kashmt mattC ' r Whalever h »PPcncd to the people of 

"buravllC elO' F | ar ° 0q s ranl< opportunism and his 

to dXttfSr 'T ment ": —t'i- decided 

existence the Mi r ^ T ^ llm P°lidcally. Thus came into 
elections in 1987 p™ Umied Fr ° nl (MUF) - which contested 

channel blamed "dpT ^ in ” “> » ™ 

responsible for com , er Mufti Saeed for being 
and creation of M, TT Vlolence against Kashmiri Pandit’s 
that sooTaftet “ t 1 ' T^ also be recalled 

Command had appointed a 'J'°' CnCe 111 l986 - Congress High 
Probe into the matter and "° mmi «ee under Mr. KN Singh to 
this Committee have been lesponsibili ty. The findings of 
with allegation that it had • Uncler Wra P even to this day 
this case. The outcom 1CteC * Muhammad Saeed in 
MUF candidates were • 1 *88 e d elections, in which the 

detained, and counting ofM ^ UP ’ man haridled or illegally 
a turning point in the com ^ votes Wa s rigged, proved to be 
a clear departure from f ern P 01 ary history of Kashmir. It was 
it was a signal to the s lmeSS ’ n democratic dispensation: 
political needed to be n ess * 0n * s *- s that means other than 

ss ed into service to achieve the 
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objective of freedom from a “foreign yoke”. Here lay the 
seeds of an armed insurgency, which having entered the 18th 
year of its life today (2008), has consumed thousands of 
innocent lives in Kashmir. Commenting on the Assembly 
election of March 23, 1987, Jagmohan writers: 

“The manner in which the State Assembly election of March 23,1987 
were conducted caused grave misgivings about their fairness. In 
some constituencies, counting was suspended and the margin of 
victory for the National Conference candidates turned out to be 
smaller than the votes rejected. The margin of victory in Bijbehara 
was 100, in Wachi 122, and in Shopian 336, while in these 
constituencies the number of votes declared invalid was 1,172,1,703 
and 1,122 respectively. These elections, unfortunately, were 
followed by the arrest of a number of top-ranking leaders of the 
Muslim United Front (MUF).” 1 

The first victims of armed insurgents in the valley were the 
members of innocent and defenceless Hindu minority 
community generally called Kashmiri Pandits. On September 
14, 1989, masked terrorists of JKLF gunned down Pandit Tika 
Lala Taploo, the provincial BJP chief, outside his house in 
Habba Kadal. On 4 November 1989 Justice Nilkanth Ganjoo 
fell to the bullets of the terrorists in Maharaj Bazar, Amira 
Kadal. Avtar Krishen Raina, Lassa Kaul, Pushkar Nath 
Handoo, Premnath Bhat, Sarvanand Premi and scores of other 
Kashmri Pandits were brutally done to death in their homes, 
offices and public places. AK-47 wielding murderers let 
loose a reign of terror. By the end of the year 1990, more than 
a thousand Kashmiri Pandits in Srinagar and other places in 
the valley had been gunned down. Civil administration 
collapsed like a house of cards; the coalition government 
of Congress and NC resigned, abandoning the people to their 
fate in, an hour when they needed protection and guidance. 
Like cowards of no substance, peoples’ elected 
representatives ran away from the valley and settled down in 


'My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir ; loc. cit. p. 163 
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^ ne ^ quarters in Jammu to maintain their secret 

for rh Wlt | tlC mi * ilants - r hey managed security protection 
the JV* tbougb in ^ act dle y never needed it. Thus in 
mass av cn of Jammu, far away from the scene of 
affluent an fl ma ^ em > dle y basked in the sun of their 

“hkleouts”''n UCnCe Und in the safet V and security of their 
bv the mi It Wanted secur >ty not against a surprise attack 
but from r tS beCaUSe they Were ha " d - glove with them, 
perfidv an , T 5 Wh ° migh ‘ come to know of their 
instructions besiege them in their hideouts. Under the 
70 hardcore° r ^ Chief MinisLer - Dr - Farooq Abdullah, 

h3d been ^e between July 

confirmed by the Adv ° detention order being 

of Jammu and^ by the Chief Justice 

chief minister, the buoyant f " 8 tendered his resignation as 
rejoined his binvi ^ arooq took a flight to London, 
cheerfully ^ ^ ^ the maddi " g crowds, 

UK hometown b ° ° n ^ Usb green fields of his 
While those who ruled th^ ,• 

the name of elected r^i °° StinK ashmir till yesterday in 

enjoyed full securityTnruT^ 1 ^ 65 ° f the P eo P le of Kashmir 
far off Jammu and the blon PV^ the ‘ r official bungalows in 
continued to be snilr h u • ° f la P less people of the valley 
By January 1990^ther C ° m P atd ots. 

total chaos. Law and ^ 1 ° rina 8 ar plunged into a state of 
insecurity became ranrnl C ° llapsed ’ lawlessness and 
continued. Sections of P ’ ^ the huntin g of the Pandits 
hostile to them, surely press ^cldenly became 

humour and play sa f e . , ° * ee P the militants in good 

issued by insurgents trwh t lem ' ^ $ a f a echoed threats 
through loud speakers rP ITllnuscu *e religious minority 
warning to the Pandits ^ u t0 mosc l ue tops. The loud 
within 24 hours failing W L ^ lhey must leave the va,Iey 
^e throes of dangef. o', ^ Hfe a "d honour were in 

hundreds of thousands of M ^ nighl of ^ January 1990 

s °f Muslin, of t he city came out on the 
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streets and lanes and bye-lanes of Srinagar raising loud 
Islamic slogans of Alkih-o Akbar, Kashtnr banega Pakistan, 
Azaadi ka matlab kya la ilaba ilallah etc. 1 With government 
in shambles, with law and order thrown to winds, with gun - 
wielding terrorists having a field day and with threat to life 
and honour looming large, the hapless community of the 
bandits had only one option of survival, that of leaving their 
age-old homes and hearths and going into exile in unknown 
lands, environs and people. The exodus of the entire 
community within a week or two is a heart-rending story/ 
1 he Valley’s ethnic cleansing task was completed. 

In its report to the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), 
an influential NGO at the UN Human Rights Commission, the 
Government of India stated the insurgency situation in 
Kashmir is these words: 

“The violence in the State has been characterised by the elimination 
of political leaders, workers and their relatives to prevent all 
democratic political activity and create a total vacuum; the killing of 
civil and local police officials to paralyse and isolate the 
administration; intimidation of the judiciary to create a breakdown of 
the legal system; attacks on and killing of the intelligentsia, including 
educationists, lawyers, doctors and even religious leaders, to silence 
dissent; the targeted killing of members of die Hindu minority 
community, which has led to the exodus of over 2,50,000 members 
of the community resulting in a change in die very demographic 
profile of the area and blatant religious cleansing; use of 
indiscriminate violence against innocent civilians generally to create 
terror; and, selecdve killing of media persons and attacks on media 
installations to cause, not merely a breakdown of independent 
journalism, but also to force the media to act as a mouth-piece. ’ 1 

At another place the official statement of the Government 
°f India goes on to say as this; 

Tor comprehensive information see My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir 
by jagmohan, New Delhi, 1991, Chapter V et seq. 

See Chapter xiii titled ‘Frightened Pigeons and Forsaken Community’ 
in My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir, n 

Human Rights in Kashmir: Report of a Mission, Geneva, 1995, p. 106 
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...As mentioned above most ol the Kashmiri Hindu community, 
w lich up to then had lived in very good terms with their Muslim 
neighbours fled from the Valley in early 1990. The assassination of a 
num )er of leading Hindus and threats of violence bv the militants 
weie enough to persuade the Hindu community to flee. There can 
no doubt that the militants who saw the Hindus as potential 
supporters of the security forces welcomed the flight. The small Sikh 
munity of Kashmir has suffered relatively little violence, but a 
number of Sikhs serving in the police or other government services 
have been murdered.” 1 

t P ec i a l R e P resen t a ti v e of the UN Secretary General, on 
e rna y Displaced Persons, Francis Deng, has, in his report 
on Kashmir IDIV corroborated the statement of the 

~ eM ° f Ind ' a submitted to ICJ. Though die exodus of 
|.u • ltS Was not hing new in their chequered history yet 
Itwas P p eSent GXOdUS WaS alto 8 e ther different in essence. 
Sultan ring the rule of the autocratic and fanatical 
century theP timCS ° r lbe t y rann ‘eal Afghans of 18 th 

and np' r c andltS had mana ged to survive many onslaughts 

conducive and had sorneb °w adjusted to non- 

exodus h a n' rCUIT, , StanCeS thrust on ‘hem. But die present 
wWch T&K is r " 3 " SeCU ' ar and democratic” India in 
27 federatin C ° n y Muslim ' dominated state from among 

~L% d :zz g u ;:^ irrr after a forty - yeai - ioni! 

monarchy. And L Kashmiris from the autocratic 

fighters was “Sher-i-Kash^ ° f Kashmir freedoin 

Sikh ettehad". Wha t hjf \ ka kya ir ^ ad/Hindu, Muslim, 
Where had its unhrU i la PP ene <J to this cherished slogan? 

happened to the claimTha^ ^ bombast g° ne? What had 
India? What would 1 Kashmir was the secular model of 

Hindus in Kashmir ^ ^ 116 im P act °f ethnic cleansing of 
India? And what bea * 1 ^ ^ Secular and democratic profile of 
1 beann ^ w °uld this development have on 

'Ihid p .68 

S " WWW “ n **>» <» ID,., and , llm Kashmir 
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regional strategies? These were some of the questions, which 
the victimised Pandits naively thought might spoil the peace 
of mind of people in the corridors of power in New Delhi. 
Nothing happened. Nothing happens when the truth is eaten 
up by falsehood. At the end of the day “secular” Indian Union 
seems to be reconciled to an Islamised Kashmir within 
secular India. That could be one of the dimensions of Indian 
secularism or one of the meanings of larger autonomy. 

It is an established fact that Pakistan has been playing key 
role in abetting armed insurgency in Kashmir. Over the years, 
Kashmir issue has been internationalised and the freedom 
movement” has been linked to international Islamic 
movements struggling to acquire and safeguard the rights 
of the Muslims world over. Being a predominantly Muslim 
region, Kashmir is integral to this over-arching phenomenon. 
It is no more an isolated and a local issue. Two outstanding 
experts on South Asian affairs, Yossef Bodansky and Vaughn 
S. Forrest have ably brought out Pakistans role in Kashmir 
insurgency and the linkage of Kashmir turmoil to various 
Islamist movements. 1 

This documentary evidence has been incorporated in 
order to provide a clear background to circumstances and 
conditions leading to the eruption of terrorism in Kashmir. 
With known ideological commonality between the local 
Kashmiri separatist political leadership and insurgent 
elements, it was evident that the first brunt would fall on 
helpless Pandit religious minority of the valley. Right from 
the days of Nehru, the central leadership had been 
orchestrating Kashmir as the secular model of India. Alas they 
did not realise that in raising this dangerous and disastrous 
slogan they were signing the death warrant of the religious 
minority of Kashmiri Pandits in the valley. The first assault of 

'In a study titled The Kashmir Connection of May 21, 1994 conducted 
under the aegis of the Task Force on Terrorism & Unconventional Warfare of 
the House Republican Research Committee of the US House o 
Representatives. (. AnnexureII). 
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the armed insurgents in 1990 was undertaken to destroy this 
much boasted “secular model". Thus befell the Pandits what 
befell them. A pragmatic Prime Minister of India would have 
sought fiom the State leadership not only constitutional and 
institutional but also logistical safeguards for the minuscule 

re ;f OUS minorit y °f Pandits of Kashmir in view of what it had 

suffered at the hands of the locals and others on the fall of 

BaramuHa and Muzaffarabad to the tribal incursion in October 

7. That horrendous story was never told, and instead what 

3een 01 chestrated is a great lie and a canard to mislead 

unsuspecting Indian people and the world at large. Issues 

e t ese diew the attention of the Working Group on 

Minorities, a subsidiary of the UN Human Rights Commission, 

nd it found reason to add one more definition to a set of 

efimtions of “Minority, That definition, to quote die source 

a reverse minority as in the case of Kashmiri Pandits".' 

Ti* x observed ' Rishi Dev has referred to many 

manner p and conclusions but only in a passing 

somewha' ft PS , he a° Uld haVe much more and in 

difficult n U | T C LLU RUt be bas noL ' " ldls made my job a bit 
difficult, and I painstakingly filled the gap by writing this 

he ha™' a"! 6 a | d f0 ° tn0tCS 10 the “=“• example, 

pfavtog a donlT C P ‘ aCeS hinted th: " tocal leadership was 

^ dUdda,Cd H “ Ce 

picture of how rh!=> v. 1 • • t0 ^ ive our reac l ers a vivid 

Indian “secularism” in^he comext^f 16 ^ 6 ' 511 ^ ^ vieWing 
we annex to this h,Vy nlexl ° f relatIons with Kashmir, 

with annotadonsVf arfldrd llCa "°* ^ ‘- dad - 

aksariyyat ko aaali • U ITIOno giaph titled “Kashmir mein 
(The ConspiracyTcZ' ***»'»* *< 

Minority) authored bv a ^ mg Kashmir Majority into a 

pi eminent member of National 

'See Minutes of Workino r,- 

rr ;Un - r « (G ° 10 Human Riches °r Minorities ' UNHRC at Website 

1 in g Group on Minorities ommission/Council and then to 
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Conference in 1982 who is now the leader of opposition in 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly. 

Before closing this note, it is pertinent that I express thanks 
to the managers of Kashmir Sentinel who generously 
provided me the documents that have been reproduces as 
Annexures to the English text. 



Introduction 


For centuries in the past the Valley of Kashmir remained 
e world a shining example of fraternity and tolerance 
c ong tie people of different faiths and communities. 1 
amts and savants have, intermittently adorned and enriched 
lis cu tural tradition through their spiritual and moral purity. 

t . H , Upi ° ders of unit y ar *d solidarity as the Kashmiris are, 
cy iave earned fame in the whole world for this quality of 
character. M 

. Unlo| tunalely, their admirable culture became an eye sore 
, ' , S ?' ne P ®° ple As a result, this rose-garden met with its 
some ha, ruinati ° n under foiei « n subjugation. This led to 
beTan I *™" 55 a T ng Pe ° ple ' and some of their groups 

a?ched ‘ i C,n C r0m ° ne MOthe " Conspiracies were 

es'sted the T H ° Wever ' ^ and large, the people 
rented the. adversary with determination. 

for freedom wasTn fun h s '!, CentUry <21st) when lhe strll » gle 
were busy working to div C*,'" Kashmi b negative forces 
religious line. Nevertheless *. ' H people of Kashmir along 
Conference 2 anH . SS> ncer the banner of National 
erence and under the leadership of Sher-i-Kashmir 


many Kashmir observers wirho ^ stor ^ ta ^y incorrect statement uttered by 
purpose. 11 ll yi n 8 to find out who said it and to what 

"The m 

Muhammad ° f the founded by Sheikh 

Muslim Conference. ‘ eagUes 111 !938 after he left All JX-K State 
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Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah 1 , entire Kashmiri nation, 
irrespective of religion or community, rose as a single solid 
bloc to defeat negative elements and work in unity for the 
freedom of Kashmir. 

From 1931 down to the present day, Kashmir politica 
movement has passed through many stages. In order to 
translate Naya Kashmir -dream into reality many valiant sons 
of Kashmir had, prior to the attainment of freedom in 19 > 
made the sacrifice of their precious lives. They had su ere 
torture and oppression in various ways. Being associa 
with the freedom struggle, I, too, was a witness to many up 
and downs of its history. . 

Sometimes I talked to my friends about my ong 
and arduous political journey. Many of them s * nc ® r ^ 
suggested to me that I should put my recollections in ac 
and white. It gives me great pleasure to have broug t 
reminiscences to their completion. I am happy 1° sa Y 
I could fulfill the wishes of my friends. 

The purpose of recording my ex P ei i ences 
observations gathered from my long career as a l P° 
activist is simple. I want that future generations of as 
should make a realistic and objective assessmen 
factors that have led to the ongoing situation in Kas imir. 


'Born in 1905 at village Soura, Srinagar, he took M.Sc. egree ^ hut 
from Aligarh Muslim University, He was appointed teacher mj ^ 

after some time resigned and began his independent po 1 1C ‘ anc ) 

»iost outstanding stalwart of Kashmir freedom movement He 

his Party endorsed the accession ofJ&K State to the In ian n ‘ 

Became the Prime/Chief Minister of the State twice and > hmiris 

remains buried in Hazratbal vicinity on the bank of the Dal • 

Save him the epithet of ‘ The Lion of Kashmir’.(Sher-i-KashmirJ) 

2 One B.P.L.Bedi, a known adherent of communist ideology aut 10 ^^ 
famous manifesto of National Conference. He and his wi e Sheikh 

•nuch influence on the Sheikh during those histonca a Y_ ■ ^ . had a 

l, sed them to broaden the base of freedom movement • nist an d 

great say in the drafting of the manifesto and the renowne Raina, ••• 

°nce Srinagar District Secretary of NC, namely late Niranja 
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We know of some people who are in the habit ol 
disparaging a movement that began in 1931. 1 They do so just 
p e they are not fully aware of the events of history. 
^ act is that this movement had been initiated with honest 
J ntl0n t and wit ^ out an y sell-aggrandizement. It is true that 
C a [ P°' nt; °f time, there were some elements that 
svstpm JT aCenl P er petuation of retrograde political 
linkinr 1CIt WCie . 0t ^ ers w l 10 would make an attempt ol 

and thus were ^ elopment P'°8'an.s with religion 

an I | ty t, to compartmentalize Kashmiri society 

destitute ? P remai " CaU8ht ln of econom.ic 

importaneerff S /u S ° f people fllll V understood the utility and 
°ur compatdotsr A vast majority of 

for a rav of °h, a a s,ate ° f expectancy. They looked 
people re * e Cnd of lhe <unnel. The masses of the 

Muhammad AbduhahhadlVh"’ leadership of sheikh 

I distinctlv m C e<J the move mcnt to its success. 

been prosecuted fo m ^ r ^ in W7 ' the ^ who had 

was set free' He , , mg the Q uil Kashmir Movement', 
He addressed a large gathering assembled on 

• • • in a television interview in men , r 

asked by the commentarnr | S e ® cast f r °m Srinagar Doordarshan, was 

Conference. Lifting a volume ,7^ ^ brou 8 ht him lo the National 
ocument was instrumental in A ^ as ^ mtr m his hand he said that that 
NC M y intermittent personal i , raggln8 man y Kashmiri intellectuals to the 
reality it was he who had drafed 7^ With Raina convinced me that in 
v ery lumble and low profile intell ^ ^ e P lltec l document Naya Kashmir- A 
story public. “Actual of great integrity, he never made the 

That year the Sheikh w* ,1 

-This refers to the agenda of Mu?!'™ and flwated his NC 

4 °p.cit. p. l f n 3 0t Musl *m Conference. 

'NC gave a call ri 

^ Thlsb^^^P'hould leave the State „f Jammu * 

5 Thi ‘? n fr ° m Gand hi ji’s Quita IncT QUU Kashmir Movement. It drew 
Th s happened because of 13 M °v«tient of 1942 . 

11 dnd Con 8 r ess leadershi^^' 1 ^ ° n tlle M aharaja from Mahatma 
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Hazuri Bagh 1 ground in Srinagar. In his speech he said that a 
struggle had been launched for running a responsible 
government in the state, and for that, many sacrifices had 
been made. He also said that when Kashmiris raised theii 
voice against autocratic regime, Indian National Congiess 
and the Communist Party of India provided them moral and 
financial support-. The Sheikh said that the people had to 
continue their efforts to carry forward the program of Naya 
Kashmir. He said that in a programme like that the Kashmiri 
Hindu would be nothing less than the lodestar. 1 

Hie struggle continued and the autocratic rule came to an 
end. 1 We became part of a big democracy and began looking 
for the realization of our dreams of freedom to come true, 
but with the passage of time, politics also began to take new 
turns. The zeal and zest that had marked the Nationa 
Conference movement began to wane. Sloth oveitoo tie 
organization. It was no more the NC of pre-1947 perioc 
We know not what we forgot in this long political j°t jri " ie y- 
The Naya Kashmir program was relegated to dark an 1 
alleys because of lack of interest. Those who st *" Ll j^ ^ 
against reaction themselves became reactionaries, e >g 
overshadowed not only the movement but also its po 1 
The situation came to a pass in which both Kashmir 


'N»w re-named Iqbal Park. It was in this park where the N 
hooligans in the crowds listening to an address by Indira Gandhi, 
themselves shamelessly and Indira Gandhi remarked that Kashmiris 

need jobs but trousers.. i.^rialist 

"For fuller information on the role of Communist Party, see 
Maneuvers in Kashmir 1846- 1946 by Niranjannath Raina, Ue u ’ j 
This perception and statement stand diametrically opposite < 
thought of the Kashmiri Hindus later on ( dhimmis ) and how ie 
them as Indian agents in his biography At ash -e-China. 

The ouster of Maharja Ilari Singh in 1947, following the j^P u js a 

attack from tribesmen and the State’s accession to the Indian ’ 
sordid story fraught with deceit and calumny. See relevant portions o 
Menon s work Tioc Sarciar. 
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Kashmiriyat, hitherto engrossed in the lofty teachings of Lai 
Ded and Shaykhul-'Alam 1 , were torn to shreds.- 

How did all this happen and why? This anathema has been 
nibbling at my inner self. Now that the sun of my life is 
setting, I ask myself whether we committed a mistake 
somewhere somehow. 

This dilemma has pulled me down to the depths of past 
reminiscences. Whatever was retrieveable is set forth in 
these pages. I have tried to bring into public gaze how we, 
with all sincerity and dedication, had begun our political 
journey for reconstruction of Kashmir. But alas our own 
political leaders brought us to this immensely dreadful and 
abhorrent state of affairs. It appears that Kashmiri people 
have been betrayed. Our fight was for peace and truth. We 
had consigned our days and nights to the task of fulfilling all 
those aspirations that contributed to the prosperity and 
welfare of people of all faiths and communities in the state. 
But alas there existed some crooks and charlatans among 
power seekers who had no qualms of conscience in looting 
and vandalizing the innocent people and serve their selfish 
interests. Instead of helping people to strengthen bonds of 
fraternity, they worked to divide them and make them one 
another s enemy. 

The struggle for freedom was not the struggle of any 
specific community. It was a struggle of the nation as a 
whole. After all, we had to live as one single and united 
nation. We had to co-exist and, evidently, we needed a 
healthy philosophy of life — honest and sincere intentions 
and progressive ideas, not hollow and emotional slogans. 


'Regarding controversy on Shaykhu’l- Alam, see Kashmir anil its People, 
ed. M.K. Kaw, New Delhi 2004, p. 135 et. seq. 

i This paragraph subtly refers to the antics of the Sheikh after his return 
from Lake Success where he had gone as part of the Indian delegation to 
expose the case of Kashmir’s invasion by Pakstan sponsored tribesmen. 
August 9, 1953 was the culmination point of his changed mind and pressure 
of circumstances. 



introduction/ 27 


Then alone could we reach the destination that has eluded us 
thus far; then alone could the vision of Naya Kashmir dawn 
upon our younger generation of twenty-first century; then 
alone will Hindus and Muslims coexist in harmony and 
Kashmir will once again return to an atmosphere of peace 
and tranquility. The people of Kashmir will retrieve their 
heritage of unity and solidarity' and will breathe the air of 
freedom in the words of saint-poet Laleh Ded: 

Shiv chhoy thaleh thaleh mzan 

Mo zan Heund teh Musahnan 

Trukay chhukh soy chhay sahihas seti zan 

And Nund Rishi says: 

Aksay metis majih henden 

I wish we could follow what our distinguished poet 
Ghulam Ahmad Mahjoor said: 

Nyay treview maay theviewpaneh weyn 
Poz mohahhat hegereview paneh weyn 
Heund shaker dod chhuh Musahnan saf saf 
dod the heyih sbakkar ralewiewpaneh weyn. 

In short while referring to our bright and radiant past, 

I would consider it my moral duty to state that I am not a 
scholar or a versatile writer. My purpose is not to make a 
show of erudition, which I never had. I have been a humble 
political activist throughout my life. My aim is to record my 
experiences and reminiscences in simple words and to 
reflect the painful soul of Kashmir to my readers, and 
particularly to those who induced and encouraged me to put 
them in black and white. 


Reshi Dev 



1. The Period of Many Hopes 

(Pre - 1947) 


was nolif summer of 1931. The weather was warm; so 

one folbwtag'lhnlhJr' S Ru, " ours WL ' rc S :llore ' 

besan mm > lf ' lSoon an atmosphere of suspense 

another been 01 ? ^^7 and peo P Ie hitherto warm to one 
at one Lott 7“ ^ ^ ^heir shell: they began to look 

in a state of whi ’■’ dlSLrUSt ’ Evei 7 b ody seemed to be caught 
that the air had beet ^ SUSpense - In explicably one felt 
At this no ? f C le SO,ncwha t stifling. 

class. A rumour \n o SCh ° o1 going lad of sixth 
had happened in the citv fs ^ that somethin 8 terriblc 

were said to have fallen J t i . 1 wenty-two persons 

Central jail 1 . This car ■ * 1 . lL )u lets of the police in Srinagar 
the people and a Wa t glCal an MtJish and dejection among 

people of Zainanors f Wepl tlle entire village. The 

of Srinagar, also expressed 5 ° kilometers to thesoutl1 
this heart-rending traeedv a " deep anguish and anger on 
Maharaja- swept thLminds TT ° f displeasure against the 
majority community in v. 1 °. the people - Members of the 
°f hatred against the Mahart W ? G n0t ° nly angiy and ful! 

nursing similar sentiments- JJ °* Kashmir but also began 

community. This was , a8ains,; the members of the minority 

1 laps tbe reason why the Hindus of 

. The incident refers to tho r ■ 

autocratic d U - ^ Cenlral Jail. 7 .?° 1 | itical . ^ivists detained and 

"Hari Singh^ay. ' lvists ^ la <-1 risen in revolt against the 
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the valley were beset with fear and apprehension of sorts. 
I distinctly remember that the Hindus of my village were also 
under a spell of fear and insecurity. One could sense that 
they were apprehensive of those whom they called their 
brethren. The situation in the valley had come to this sordid 
state of affairs. 

In order to express their anger against the Maharaja for the 
killings in Srinagar central jail, a large crowd of emotionally 
surcharged and volatile people had attacked the minority 
community in Vichar Nag . 1 Some of their houses were set on 
fire. Cases of arson took place at some more places in which 
the Hindus were targeted. In particular, the Hindu business 
community in Maharaj Ganj 2 locality in Srinagar was viciously 
vandalized, and in the twinkling of an eye, its flourishing 
bazaar was wrecked. 

This was the situation in the city. The villages, too, were 
not spared. In our neighbouring town oI Shupiyan, the majority 
community staged anti-Maharaja demonstrations and brought 
out a massive rally. A police officer, named Madhav Kaul 
was tiying to pacify the surging crowds. The demonstratois 
overpowered him and trampled him to death on spot. The 
lynching of this police officer belonging to the Pandit 
community intensely scared entire Hindu population of the 
area. Today they were scared of their own brethren who, 
until recently, had shown them love and affection. Everybodys 
heart seemed to be filled with hatred, anger and mistrust. 


'A locality, close to Soura, the birthplace of Sheikh ‘Abdullah, Vichar Nag 
w as the first halting station for the Kashmiri Hindus proceeding on 
Pilgrimage to the holy Gangabal. There was a temple and an improvised rest 
house in the proximity of Vichar Nag spring, which was held in reverence by 
the pilgrims and they usually bathed in its water. The small Hindu minority of 
Vichar Nag gradually migrated to the inner parts of the city of Srinagar after 
they faced attacks during 1931 riots. 

'The famous business centre at Zaina Kadal in Srinagar. Many Punjabi 
shopkeepers had their shops in this market and they were doing wholesale 
business. 
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I he I Iindus and Muslims were gradually distancing from each 
oihei and the dome of religious tolerance was showing cracks 
and cleavages. 

I he fact is that there were several reasons for the growing 
bitterness, disappointment and distancing between the I Iindu 
and Muslim communities in the State. Kashmiri Muslims were 
made to believe that if there was at all any hindrance in the 
way of putting an end to the rule of the Maharaja in Kashmir 
it was only the Hindu minority community. 1 The I Iindus were 
made to believe thru ih~ _ r.,_ 


- j , 1 IIV, i IIUUU>' ” 

that the liquidation of the autocratic rule 

'll llrl ~ • • . . 


le of 
of 


made to believe 

the Maharaja would end up in giving rise to a situation 
uncertainty for them. As such they began to think that they 
weie insecure without the Maharaja at the helm of affairs/ 
ms sense of fear was not totally unfounded. After all, pages 
Zr hlSt0r y of three centuries in the immediate past 

°P en to them. I hey had not forgotten the tyranny and 
ppression unleashed on them during the rule of the Chaks* 
T[ , ^ I ? S ‘ 1 K)Se all °cities were still fresh in their memory- 

. e ° un lo l hat whatever little respite they had 

been able to find under the Dogra rule was gong to be 


Indian" 1 presL^tmI! 1 r' 1 ? 07 mai<)rity :,SS( dialed the.* I Iindus of Kashmir will 

Atash-i- Chinarhux very wrongly h is ?*** U * ****'• «**■«* 
Indian presence in K-.U, •. Y ‘ Stran « e th:u the largest beneficiaries c 

their leaders but they' -he ntajori.y group an- 


their leaders but tliev m ^ * le nieni hers ot the majority gro 
minuscule t0 f ,Win « lht *<> the doorsteps 

wresting power from the Dour, In ? ia was instrumental » 


wresting power from the n US Kas hmir. India was instrumental 

whose third generation m ° gia niler an d handing it over to the Shelf 
the thin veneer of democ'ncv ^ 1 '° h ° ld U hy tet;tl1 as a famiI Y estate unci' 
leadership always tried , Y ' . Worst part of the story is that India 
minority in Kashmir as its s^ exLstence of a minuscule Hind 
slogan of myopic Indian ne C U arist symbol. This fallacious and disastroi 
for the helpless Pandit , K ° ° nialis1s carried in its fold the death warr J1 
homeland in 1990 is a seem d'r ^'1 mmorit y- Their extirpation from *' 
History has shown that th ° ! ' L non ' se nsical “secular symbolism.’ 
•Chak is distorted ver*^^ a JT rt!ben ' s ‘ ons Wel 'e not unfounded. 
(Alamkarachakra) was n- ° f '^ anskrit word Chakra. Lankar Ch 

‘ mara leader from Drav. He had sought 


the 
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wrapped up. 1 A handful of Kashmiri Hindus close to the 
corridors of power felt that the liquidation of autocratic rule 
°1 the Maharaja meant the end of their position of influence. 
1 hey knew that with the reins of political power passing into 
the hands of the masses of people, they would lose the few 
privileges they hitherto enjoyed unhindered.^ 

The main reason leading to two communities distancing 
from each other was that the cry lor freedom in Kashmir did 
not come from streets and lanes (as is the case with mass 
movements). It came from the mosques and shrines where 
people congregated in the name of religion and religious 
appeal. This left little space for Kashmiri Hindus who would, 
eventually get marginalized. Ironically, their marginalization 
was despite the fact that it were they who had laised the 
issue of protection of the rights of Kashmiris at a time when 
Kashmiri Muslims did not even think of political heedom let 


•••Raja Suh Dcv'.s help and had settled with his clan in Trehgam. 
See Rajatarangini viii, 2482-83 and Tarikb-i-Kasbmir by Hasan Shah 
P- 217. Kaji Chak (Kanchan Chakra.) was instrumental in unleashing 
oppression against the Hindus in Kashmir. See Bahanstan-i- Shahu ( mjm) 
relevant portions.. Chaks were active during the reign of Sultan Fatli Shah 
and also during the period when Musa Raina was functioning as vizier. 

'It is a fact of history that after the advent of Islam in Kashmir around A.D. 
1339, the only period during which the Hindus of the valley lived without 
actual lear to their life and honour was the one century of Dogra mle (18a 1 
~ 1947). The rest of Kashmir history is replete with oppression of the Hindus. 
See Bah arista / i - i-Shah /, tr and annotated by K.N. Pandit, Calcutta 1990. 
See also Kashmir and its people, (ed.) M.K. Kaw, New Delhi 2004, p. 135. 
See Tohfatn 1-Ahhah (MS) Br. Museum, London. 

"It has to be reminded that while there were a handful of Pandit petty 
government officials during the reign of Hari Singh who might have thought 
that way, but there was a vast majority of those who had walked shoulder to 
shouldr with political activists demanding the ouster of autocracy and its 
^placement by a popular government. In fact the freedom movement was 
essentially the brainchild of Kashmri Pandits who had gone to Lahore for 
educational pursuits in the first decade of the 20th century and had formed 
a group to chalk out the structure and plan of the movement. They were also 
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alone initiating a struggle for it. 1 It were the Kashmiri Hindus 
who had brought pressure on Dogra regime in the first quarter 
of 20th century that no non-slate subject should be inducted 
into the sendee of the state government. It were they who 
had pleaded for disallowing non-state subjects the purchase 
of landed property in the state. Maharja I lari Singh accepted 
these demands after much hesitation, and in 1927, the State 
Subject Notification was issued. It is this historic decision that 
has helped the State maintain its special status in one way or 
tie other even after acceding to the Indian Union in 1947. 
This was made possible only because of the efforts of the 
Kashmiri Hindus. It is an irony that today while the prime 
beneficiaries of this measure of far-reaching consequences 
are the Muslims of Kashmir, the Kashmiri Hindus have been 
tirpated from their homeland. Under a different plan, 
meticulously chalked out by the planners, religion and politics 
in Kashmir were getting mixed up. 2 One can say that it was 
the misfortune of Kashmir that at that crucial hour of her 
contemporary history, there was no clear-headed politician 
w o cou c give this political movement a right direction. 3 


Influential"^ml' 1 ^ Muhammad ^bal. the famous poet and thinker. 
Lucknow Mr 1 ."" /T:? Pandit Dias P<™ ,(1 other parts of India like 

ideas of PKoltS" Und JaiPUf lem ^ SUPP ° rt ‘° the 
Hindus duringlhe^eimi of MM ° f ®° vemment employees among Kashmir* 

of a law by virtue of which nr ' Pratap Sin # h had initiated the P as ' s,ng 

services. Of course rh w , noivstale subject could Ire enrolled in the state 
passing of law was • U1< ? US wanted to protect their interests but the 

State as well. This lawofT^ Y beneficial to 1,1(2 Muslim population of th<- 
status to Jammu & Kashmir'Stm became the hasis (,f conceding specta 
'See Annexure I *** “ ^ India " Constitution. 

3 Jhis 

Abdullah who was tli C,Uestion mai 'k on the real intentions of Sheikh 

history. This is precisely rh Wenn ^ *f ader at t,lis point of time in Kashmir 

namely Kashyapa Banflti /'T ° f a c,ose Political associate of the Sheikh 
I Bandhu. See his letters published by Kashmir Sentinel- 
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There was no political heavyweight who could have infused 
revolutionary spirit into the movement for strengthening 
political and economic stability of the state instead of allowing 
it to slide into a morass of religious frenzy. Poverty and 
destitution were not the story of only the Muslims of the State. 
A majority of Hindus was also seriously debilitated by these 
deprivations. My own family was one of the worst hit 
households. Those were the days of great hardship for us so 
much so that getting a two square meal was nothing short of a 
miracle. What I mean to emphasize is that in no case was the 
lot of the Hindus better than that of any other community in 
Kashmir. 1 


'Some biased Kashmiri historians have intentionally distorted the his uy 
of freedom struggle in Kashmir. One glaring distortion says that the in • 
>n the valley were living a better and prosperous life in comparison to 
Muslims. 




2. My Early Life 


I was born in May 1917 in a poor peasant family in village 
ainpora. I spent my childhood in my family in that village, 
ainpora is situated at a distance of 9 kilometers from 
Bijbehara on the bank of Tongri stream. This village was laid 

Ah-H 3 ^T S fam ° US and P°P ular ruler Sultan Zaynul- 
■ , village takes its name (Zainpora) after him. My 

neioM 100 WaS v ^^ a 8 e - In comparison to its 

nrim/ OU11 ^ y^ a ges, Zainpora had the privilege ot a 
villao ^ Sch ° 1 ° 1 . in lhose days. Parents of neighbouring 
eS | Sem 1 Cir kldS l ° ° Ur P riinar y school. In the entire 
comnf ° Wer k midd,e sch °ol existed only in Bijbehara. After 

that tewe n r 8 middleTchool C T? 0 ' i" Vi " age ' ' '“T! 

lav h-tn iaaie school. The distance of 9 kilometers that 

foot tw' 6611 ^ ^ and Bi l’ behara had to be covered on 

exerc^ f “ V ' EVidem ' y “ was a »esome and exhausting 

education T “I ,‘ en V6ar °' d lad But 1 had great urge for 

smile After ^ ^T™ 8 ' 1 agreed to face all difficulties with a 

wanted ,o COmP n8 the 6th Standard in Bijbehara School, 

- “• had to 


'Vijayeshwara Belareh of v ■ 

Shihabu’d-Din (A D BSQ _ i an £ ini - ftr. Steirp vol. .ii, p.463- Sul 

l^uilt towns, canals and hrin^ ^ ^ ls pet name of Bud Shah 

details see Baharis’tan, op.dH^^t ^ W ° rks of puhlic utility 


. Bahansi 
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There existed two private schools in the entire district of 
Anantnag; these were the Hanafiyyeh 1 School and the 
Missiorr High School. Apart from these, there was also a 
government Central School where education up to 7th 
standard was imparted. I took admission in the Mission High 
School but owing to financial and other constraints, 

1 had to give up my studies half way. It was beyond the 
financial capacity of my parents to rent me a room in 
Anantnag. Those were the days when my family lived from 
hand to mouth. Apart from this, the thinking of the people in 
those days was quite different. Unlike what we find today, 
they were not seriously interested in encouraging their 
children to receive education. My father and grand father, 
though not having any formal education, had been trained in 
traditional Pandit lore. They eked out a living by taking up 
their ancestral profession of peasantry. All this forced me to 
give up my educational career half way. 

For about a year or little more, I was in my home lending a 
helping hand to my parents in their daily chores of i e - 
% burning desire for formal education had been dashed to 
ground. Lahore was a reputed centre of education in t os 
days. For this reason that city had acquired fame throughout 
Northern India. I had heard much about its fame an 
impulsively felt a fascination for this seat of learning 


The Sunni Hanafi sect that adhered to the theological sc too ° 
anifa, opened Hanafiyyeh schools in Kashmir at that point o tllTl ^' . 
■sc tools were the precursors of darsgahs, the Jamaat-e-Is ami sc ■ 
Kashmir, which played a very significant role in sensitizing 
religious feelings among the Sunni Muslims. Religious extremist ea , 
contemporary times, being the ardent supporters of militancy are 8 
he alumni of Jamaat-e-Islami schools of which Maulana Mowdood. was 

founder. 

Both Catholic and Protestant missionaries had opened edu ' _ " 

institutions in Kashmir. In Baramulla, Mill Hill Fathers ran a flour .. b 

institution called St. Josephs High School, which, later on w • 

° degree College level. There also existed a Convent with < • P 

attached to it. 
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I nursed a desire of going to Lahore and drinking from its 
fountains of knowledge. 

Sometimes it happens that nature facilitates realisation of a 
burning desires somewhere deep inside us. My luck 
favoured me and in 1936 — a decade before the 
independence when 1 was only 19 years of age, I found 
myself heading towards this centre of learning. In Lahore 
I sought admission in Dayanand Brahma Malta Vidyalaya. 
n this institute I came into contact with many scholars, 
ccasionally, I exchanged views on life and its affairs with 
them. Include! or-- ,, . Thakur 


. “o 1 ^cuangea views on life and its affairs wn*> 

n em ’ Includ ed among a galaxy of learned men were Thakur 
uutt Amnt Dhara, Rai Bahadur Badri Das, Lala Khushhal 
“ ’ a f n f Vishwa Bandhu. Lala Khushhal Chand was the 
, ° In his association, I was drawn towards 

sf i ^ ama ) sc hool of thought. 1 I found an opportunity ot 
S,'" 8 1, literature of Arya Samai and also Sanskrit 
the ha i 0 '' ' Jrl ■' an< tl penury had brought me very close to 
did no h r' ity ° f life - Idealistic teachings of these schools 
there C P nn8 consolati on to my disturbed mind. I stayed 

mere for a year and half. 

centre nfVd 6 drne when Lahore was also an important 
publisherl f U 1 S lieec * om movement. Some journals 
pohticaWr T Lah ° re usual| y car ried fresh ideas about 
generated ° m anC * SOC ' a * development. These articles 
Gazeal and a a ‘ m ° S P here of hope and expectation. Ary* 
opportunity c7^ M l Starxvew two such journals. I also found 
those of Pa ying son1e w °rks on Marxism and also 

-cmng^ lit! l7; hMhl NeW A ‘ ‘ha. point of time 
Bhagat Sin, a, n 8 ' eat sacrifices made by martyrs like 
8h, 1!a| Guru and Sukhdev were recounted with 

Arya Samaj movement w' 

launched by some leading R , aS i * Very stron 8 socio-religious movemcn 

whole of Northern India It mC U P ersona lities * n Lahore. It soon spread 
religion of obsolete ,i,es J2? « purging Hindu society an 

Hindu religion. Its memhpr/ 1 ^ S ^ aime< ^ at restoring pure Vedic spirit in 
the freedom struggle of India™^ StaUnch nati °na lists and played a role in 
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m uch patriotic fervour. Their sacrifices infused a spirit of 
patriotism in the youth of the country to do something for the 
motherland. Having heard of those stories and having read 
them in published material, I, too, was gripped by a desire of 
making solid sacrifice for the country. Gradually, I began to 
dream of the freedom of our motherland and its 
development. Holding these dreams close to my heart 
I returned to Kashmir after spending some time in Lahore. 

On my return to Kashmir, I found that the Muslim 
Conference 1 was fighting for the rights of the Muslim 
community only. It was asking for more representation of the 
uslims in state services. Muslim Conference was also 
claiming to be the voice of the freedom movement. The right 
nf land ownership of the tillers was its second aim. In those 
ays the land was the property of the Maharaja alone. 

Yovak Sabha 


Some Hindu youth of Srinagar, who had drawn advantage 
r °m English education, established a social organization 
named Kashmiri Pandit Yovak Sabha. Its aim was to bring 
a °ut social reform in Hindu society. The organization 
forked more for social reform and evinced only marginal 
mterests in politics of the state.- 

Occasionally, the Yuvak Sabha would take anti-Maharaja 
stance on some isolated issue for which the British exten e 
their covert support to them. 1 Deep inside, the British did not 
Iks the Maharaja. Especially, in regard to Gilgit, they were 


‘Muslim Conference was; 
Mi mu*.: _i. 


-was a state level political party mostly ^ 

; Mirpuri Muslims. It was actually the local version of All India M_ ■ 
^ a gue. Maulavi Abbas was its prominent leader and Shei 1 u 
>ned it when he began his political career after resigning as a teac 
< 3te Education Department. See Atash-e-Chinar, the biography of 

heikh. . d 

'Kashyapa Bandhu, the stalwart Hindu reformist leader of the time 

n , f ° ec * himself in this organization. ...nnort this 

T he author does not provide any concrete evidence to s PP 
ss erti on . (Translator. 
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highly suspicious. 1 As such, they tried to maintain pressure 
on the Maharaja. Therefore they covertly stimulated every 
revolt, protest or agitation against the Maharaja. By the same 
token, they encouraged the Muslim Conference tood 

Aiound 1931, the Muslim press in Lahore had launched 
virulent propaganda against the Maharaja. Pamphlets in 
thousands were distributed carrying a litany of complaints 
and stones of oppression against Kashmiri Muslims. The 
purpose of this campaign was to incite the people against the 
Maharaja. He was alleged to be under the influence of Hindu 
eaucracy. In December 1930, a meeting of All India 
S im Conference took place in Lahore. Some educated 
Y ung Muslim delegates participated in it. On their return to 
MahT^ 1 ey ,aun ched series of protest rallies against the 
but rf f *" n0t 8 en erate too much of impact in Kashmii 
lookin r- aCt rema * ns that the British rulers were always 
Kashmir ^ mdking Lhin « s complicated for the Maharaja of 

the British Indian 0 ' °* 201,1 century saw heightened activities of 

Central Asia into J U ^ rs . t() check Possible infiltration of Soviet spies from 
carving Gilmt ° ne l ^ le P revenli ve measures they took ^” IS 

direct administrativ ° U * ° ° llglt Wazarat around 1935 and taking it into 
administration of the Contro ^ Cilgit Commiserate conducted civi 
youth hut were comm^T^i Scouts w ^re raised from among the loca 
'Actually "V >*« British officers, 

when he declared i„ I, . “ U5 P <M Maharaja Had Singh from the time 

w as “first a patriot and H P erence l * le Indian princes in London that he 
ways to denigrate the Maha SUb ^ Ct ° f the Briti sh Empire”. .One of their 
various walks of life and ' I p. d was to su PPress his progressive reforms in 
amelioration of the cond v e ® 1S Jt,n 8 some progressive measures leadingto 
recently published on Mai° n °. the people ' 1 understand a book has been 
among scholars, including'somt ur!' . S,n ? h ‘ There is a growing opinion 
Singh needs to be re-writte n ^ t,sts 1 lat t,le history of Maharaja Han 

the subject. Is it not ironi^Gt . », K f an Sin 8 h ’s work does not do justice to 
himself first a patriot and then th - a f l . ra j a Hari Sin 8 h , the autocrat, declared 
Abdaullah, the popular lead ^ SU ^ CCt t,le Br ‘tish Empire while Sheikh 
Adlai Stevenson, the Ameri ” Was a j most prepared to go by the advice of 
See Annexure III. Can po utician running for presidency in 1953 ? 
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I lie Glancy Commission, appointed after the riots of 1931, 
submitted its report (to the State government). 1 By way of 
teaction to it, the Yuvak Sabha initiated an agitation, which is 
known as Roti Agitation. On becoming public, the Glancy 
Commission report sent a wave of insecurity to the Hindu 
community of Kashmir. They came together to protect their 
rights and interests. 

Yuvak Sabha n 

After my return from Lahore, I felt a desire to do something 
for the people. There existed only two platforms in the 
valley, and these were of the Muslim Conference and Yuvak 
Sabha. Of the two options before me I could choose only the 
Y uvak Sabha. This is how I became a member of its 

Executive Council. 

Yuvak Sabha was essentially active in urban Srinagar. The 
fact is that it was an organization limited to a specific class o 
the Pandits of Srinagar. I was unfamiliar with their urban li e 
and its style. 2 Members of this organization were as much 
unaware about the life in villages as I was about theirs. They 
had not even the remotest idea of the problems and 
difficulties of rural people. They had no idea about tie 
backwardness of villages in Kashmir. 5 There is a wor o 
difference between the life style in rural Kashmir o t ose 


; report was lopsided and carried communal undertones 

....iHministrative structure or tne 


* report was lopsided and carried commune —. " f , 

„ lat Hindus dominated bureaucracy and administrative stru ^ 

' ta( v. Glancy was a senior officer of Indian Civil Service and car 
m «<>u of .he British rulers. .. _for the 


, n <M the British rulers. t „ olv for t ] ie 

" U is said that rural-urban divide in the' valley was true no Y 
Hlndu but for the Muslim segment as well. One of the 8^ 

° n going militancy is that a sizable group of rural Muslim a u sprun g 
,» the city of Srtna*., tmd rural-urban d.K■ 

attaining close social, economic and matrimonial ties amo sion G f 

t ? n th ^ other hand, the Hindus in exile have also found gradual erosi 
soei a i divide that existed while they lived in the valley. j the 

rural areas in all the three regions of the State are sti 
r Xi n regions in all walks of life. 




40 / con temporary kashmir politics: some insights 

clays and of today. Life in rural areas then was burdened by 
complicacies and difficulties. Take my case. After 
completing my education in Zainpora primary school, I had 
to foot a distance of 18 kilometers to and fro each day in order 
to continue my studies in the sixth grade. Medical facilities 
weie totally lacking in villages. An allopathic dispensaiy was 
set up in Zainpora after many years of struggle. 

^ connection I still remember a painful incident. 
ie Health Department had rented our house for ten rupees 
month to open a dispensary. But the doctor in charge of the 
pensary told us that only five rupees would be paid to us 
y way of monthly rent, ft meant that as owners of the house, 
rr- . t0 ICSt con tcnt with only half of the amount of rent 
to rh \ Sanct ' onec ^ Considering it unjust, we did not agree 
. , octors proposal. Later on the doctor played a trick 

I as a resuk °nly three rupees a month were fixed 

month! 6 r fhlS We came to know after a lapse of sixteen 

rented to th^h^i^d ^ ^ eight RipeeS for the hoUSe 

n ffi • i department, I hen another government 

the amount of° “ ^ 0ffered l ° ex ^ d his help for getting 
wire from ? lncreasec h He took two bundles of barbed 
wanted f ° r f ! nCing his ™s ™ the bribe he 

Such was the^tate of ff 1 ™ 8 ‘ he Wlre he nevcl ' showed uf> 
When the h -n f ffairS m those distant days, 
to be renovate”! • su PP osed to house the dispensary had 

we hadtotZa ' he “ US ' 

to the asreeme i f *fty iupees from a usurer. According 
principal a„Z, “ We U,e 

seventy-five rupees At tl f ** mleresl > which made lt p 
loan in cash, we were actual!™ 6 m reCeiving the amount ° 
The interesting thing is that ° nly forLy ' seven ru P eeS ' 

were Hindus and we § t 1 & those inv olved in this affair 
victim of op p ,^ “I WCTC "W« Every poor man was . 
prevailed at that no' ? ^uppiession in the dispensation that 
Hindu or a Muslim ° ° dme: there was no question of a 


3. Kashmir Peasantry 


* * s totally wrong and baseless to say that prior to 1947 
wa 7 Hindu in Kashmir was a usurer and that every Muslim 
c a victim of oppression and injustice. 1 Oppressors and 
Ppressed were there in both communities. Also, there were 
and nC ^ U * °^P eo Pi e i n both communities who practiced usury 
i Lci di clari meaning precisely loaning grains against 
^erest. Unfortunately, a large majority of people subsisted 
se l< n< ^ ^ ecanie victims of this evil practice. Likewise, loan 
c j^ ers Wer e to be found in both the communities. Interest 
thir'^ 6 ^ ° n a SUm one heinclrccl rupees ranged between 
ho- S * X an< ^ seven ty-five rupees per year. In the case of 
re 1 ers ^vadi dari) the principal amount usually had to be 
Acf 21 ^ calculating its one and half as payable amount. 
Hi ^ anioun t had to be paid in kind and not in cash. 
t n Us and Muslim both had become victims of this 
Mo nn * Ca ^ dispensation. The worst victims were the peasants. 
t Qo * ru ral Hindu population belonged to this class. I, 

Ve ’ "’^C’Hged to the family of peasants. In those days it was 
hav' ^ or a peasant to make both ends meet after 

tj le P ut l n his hard labour in tilling the land and growing 
Q f Cro P- Peasantry essentially depended on the munificence 
r ains tUre ’ at proper time meant a good crop. Failure o 

Th niear ^ tota l wastage of a peasants labour. 

e life of peasants was fraught with many severe 

—— 

I947 ^ ° ne Unve iHng of distortion of ground realities in Kashmir prior to 
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hardships. They had to bear the whip of the government and 
the vagaries of nature. Irrigation system was lacking. People 
in our rural area had to go to Rishi Nagar in order to divert the 
water of Vishu 1 into the irrigation canal. Landholders and 
peasants both had to go at least four to five times a month to 
direct the flow of water. Hindus and Muslims all assembled 
together to undertake this task. It was a common issue foi 
them. My family always took lead in such enterprises. Such 
occasions clearly showed that the two communities in the 
village were not apart. Villagers everywhere had problems 
common to all and the Hindus and Muslims in rural Kashmir 
worked hand in hand to resolve these common problems. My 
ather Nath Ram, being the Nambarclar ■ and a petty 
andholder of the village, always took the lead in undertaking 
woi cs of public utility. During my childhood the Hindus and 
us ims of the village always jointly undertook the irrigation 
work and other matters of common interest. 

Members of both communities stood hand in hand in social 
events like marriage and death, happiness and despair and in 
situations of natural calamities. If they had to mount guard in 
their village against the burglars or if they had to resist the 
oppressive measures of a government functionary, they did it 
in unison. I eople of both communities were hard working 
and painstaking. Communal harmony was strong and 
spontaneous so that people, irrespective of the faith they 
professed, visited and paid obeisance at the shrines to 

the Ur** < j° 1 ? TIUnity these belon ged. They participated in 
“ine ^ re ' i8iOUS it the celebrations * 

shnne of Shamsud-Din Baghdadi or tire Dargah of A"’"' 
'In Kulgam Tehsil. 

report to audiorkies'^ “ CaIled namhar dm or muqadtlam.. His duty is to 
d^puonin the v U f aB e ,ta, may ■<> 
conduit between the -ml • * ect an nual or bi-annual revenue, serve a- 
service to Und the Public, provide consultancy 

witness to a., major events In teXe^ ^ revenue department and 

tlla^e. 



KASHMIR PEASANTRY / 43 

Kabir 1 (in village VachiV, or at Hindu shrines of Vamag or 
Avnereh. 

As stated earlier, a major problem in the villages was the 
lack of medical facilities. I, too, have suffered on this count. 
My mother left me and my brothers and sisters at an early age 
°1 thirty-one. Her illness was not really fatal. She was 
suffering from a sore for which no cure was available aroun 
°ur locality. If there could be a possibility of finding a cure to 
her illness somewhere away from home, we could not af or 
it because of our stark poverty and lack of resources. ^ eat 
snatched away my mother from us at the prime of her you 
just for want of proper medical aid at proper time. 

In the entire tebsil (sub-district), there existe 
government or private school. In the town of Anantnag, t 
Was a Government Central School where students co 
study up to the 7th standard only. Unemployment 
ra mpant. A few literate persons of the village cou , 
best, manage to secure the job of a pativari ( an * 
ke eper) or of a peon. Communication system was tar , . 

A journey from Zainapor to Shupiyan or Kulgam oi j ^ 
°r any other place was possible only either on too 
horseback. bred 

Social life was infested with superstition, Y^ sori 

ignorance and obstinacy among the peop e. of 

a fflicted with fever was castigated believing[ t ia anc i 

some evil spirit had entered into his or her bo y- t j ie 

curious methods were adopted to banish the evi 

Mir Sayyid ‘Ali Hamadani, is the well-known Iranian 111 i n . He 

rsited Kashmir in A.D. 1381 during the reign of Suita^ where he was 
>r, ginated from Hamadan in Iran, (the Avestic Hagma ’ . |,y Hasan 

heid in high esteem as a divine. See also Tarikb^m^ H ^ adan i 

luihami, vol. ii, p . 173 . For details on the flight of. Abru printed in 
r u° re invading hordes of Timur, see the history of Hafiz An 

, an - Mi Hamadani’s 

I "^he Sultan had given the village in endowment 

tl( >spice there. 
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ghost. Sometimes red chili powder was burnt close to the 
nostrils of the patient. When a “ghost-afflicted” patient was 
taken to a Maulavi, he would say that the evil spirit was that of 
a Hindu and as such would be scared away by the hair of a 
cows body. In the same manner, a bandit cured a Muslim 
patient by making him drink water into which the tooth of a 
boar was dipped. He was told that the evil spirit was of a 
Muslim and would take to its heels as soon as it drank the 
water into which the tooth had been immersed. 

Ihus the cure of most ailments was sought in totems 
generally resulting in the death of innocent and illiterate 
people. By and large, the people had become prisonets 
superstitions and totems. There did exist an odd indigenous 
medical practitioner {hakim) who practiced the indigenous 
medicine {tihh) and Greek medicine but only a handful of 
people could benefit from his profession. 1 No such medical 
practitioner existed in our area. 

In villages people mostly drew water from local ponds. Io 
our area people in dozens of villages in Ram Pathri used the 
watei of ponds for drinking purposes. Quadrupeds also 
diank from these sources. Apart from this, people bathed in 
its water and even washed their clothes in it. In Tongn 
Nullah some people used spring water and in Zainapora also 
spring water was available. 

Usury 

The condition of peasants was miserable. A peasant who 
took a loan of one hundred rupees from a moneylender or a 


mm T fT/f Ca ' led mh ~ e Unani meaning the Greek medicine. It hf 
™ 0 |, T thlOUgh the translation of the works of Galen. The 
Greek ilk r OU8 * tQ Kashniir and hence it came to he called Unani or 
Arabic man ° V . ernment Resear ch Library preserves many Persian and 
£ escr ibed The nPt 'V^ U " anl m ^icine. Generally patent herbs were 
called nuskhah Ti V I ? ractlt,oncr was called hakim, his prescription was 
(Smh^A ° Pkeeper Wh ° wld herbs was called pin** 

In Shupiyan area 
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hoarder had to pay back anything between one hundred and 
fifty to two hundred rupees. He would sign a document to 
that effect. The moneylender issued no receipt for a small 
amount like five rupees or ten rupees, which the debtor paid 
back by way of installment for the liquidation of the debt. He 
had not the courage to ask for a receipt. As the amount of loan 
decreased while paying back in regular installments, the 
moneylender would become unhappy. He would take the 
case to a court of law and manage to obtain a decree foi one 
and a half or even twice the principal amount plus the 
expenses of litigation. No repayment was considered valid in 
absence of a receipt. This was how the moneylenders and 
hoarders looted the poor peasants. 

I am reminded of an incident. A poor person named Amma 
Chowpan of our village had taken a loan of sixty lupees from 
a moneylender against a written document foi ninety rupees. 
Even after paying back eighty rupees, he had to continue 
Paying further installments of ten or five rupees to tie 
moneylender for which the latter did not give him an) 
receipt. There was a dispute on some mattei between t 
two and the moneylender filed a suit against Amma 
Chowpan. After a number of hearings, the court issue 
verdict against Amma Chowpan. He was oideie to P J 
ninety rupees to the moneylender plus the costs. i 
happened because he did not possess any receipt 01 
amounts he had paid in installments. This was the soi 1 
°f justice at that point of time. To a large extent, illiteracy 
among the people also contributed to their destitution 
this hurting situation. 

A certain person named Khizar Bhat lived in our 
1 fe was a known moneylender and most of the peasa 
°ur localities had fallen into his trap. I am renr * n 6 
another sordid stoiy. A poor peasant in Fateh Pora, na o 
decided to sell two ka?tals' of land in oidei to laise 
money needed for the marriage of his grown up c au 0 

' 1 kanal is equal to 20 marlas and one maria is equal to 220 square fee 
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A vadi dar of the village enjoyed considerable influence in 
that locality. He got a wink that the peasant wanted to sell his 
land to raise funds for his daughters marriage. He called him 
to his place and showed him much sympathy exhorting him 
not to sell his land. He pretentiously told him that the girl was 
not only his daughter but a daughter of the whole village. 
He further said that as long as he was there, the peasant had 
no need to sell his land. He promised to provide him 


adequate amount of money on very reasonable terms and that 
the peasant could return the money in installments after the 
girl was married. The document showed that the borrowei 
would pay one and a half times the principal amount. Soon 
after the marriage of the peasants daughter, the moneylendei 
demanded of him to return his money saying that he was 
preparing to go on hajj pilgrimage. The poor peasant was 
now in a very difficult situation; the buyer who had shown 
interest in his land was no more willing to buy it- 
entreaties to the moneylender made no impact on the latter. 
Finally, the peasant proposed to sell the same land to him f° r 
which he had earlier found a customer. With the money that 
was payable, the moneylender made him sell three instead of 
two kanals. After snatching three kanals from the peasant 
through fraud and deceit, the moneylender proceeded to 
Mecca to perform hajj. Back from hajj , he sent his messenger 
to the peasant and asked him to lend his pair of bullocks for 
one day to till the land. The hurt peasant refused to oblig e 
saying that after having lost so much of land was there still 
some amount outstanding against him so that he had to lend 
his pair of bullocks free of rent? The moneylender felt 
insulted. He had the document that bore the promise of the 
Pr tC> ° ne an< ^ a times the principal amount- 

e sua * n ^ le court of law and the verdict went against 
nrin Pe T m directin s him to pay one and a half times the 
ooor 3m °r nt dle costs - h meant disastour for the 
of the in t | le ne ighbourhood were fully awai e 

injustice ^ ^ t00 ’ ^ sad and depressed by such gross 
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A saintly person of village Kamar used to pay occasional 
visits to this village. He was aware of the oppression inflicted 
by the moneylender on the poor peasant. Taking pity on the 
victim, he said loudly in the courtroom that instead of the 
peasant the decree for payment of the said amount may be 
issued in his name. He submitted to the judge that the decree 
in question was totally unjust to the peasant. He warned that if 
that was the state of justice, then the earth should split into 
two parts. But the law tied down the hands of the judge. 
He could not uphold the request of the saintly peison. 
However, the saintly person paid the installments of the 
amount to the moneylender from his own pocket. 

Entrenched landlordism 

This is how, in those days landlordism was entrenched in 
the social structure of Kashmir. In our area, Diwan Badnnat i 
owned a large landed property in Sangran. In Tulkhun, t 
Wazirs possessed a huge jagir. The Razdans held a J a & _ 
Bomipora in Shupiyan and in Borajpora in Pulwama t 
Aziz Mir held a huge jagir. Most of the peasants in t is a 
usually depended on the munificence of this Aziz N 1 
for small cash loans or for support to tilling the lane. 

So far an impression has been created that piio 1 to 
landlords (jagirdars) in Kashmir were only the Hin us. 
also said that all Hindus were landlords. Bot 1 o 
assertions are incorrect. It reflects only communa wj 
thinking. This false impression was generally crea e 
those members of the majority community wio, r 

Ves ted interests, were bent upon stoking tie 
communal disharmony right from 1947/ 


! A minister and a landlord during Maharja Pratap Singh s times. 

'Razdan is the sub-cast of Kashmiri Hindus. f Kas hmir 

Uut the author does not give any indication whic i se 8 communal 
Population had “vested interests” and fanned * e . fl f n ;**l en political 
iscord? From what he states in pages to follow it is <- eai Kashmir 

P ; ' rt '«s claiming to be secular indulged in communal politic. 
len ^eir vested interests were involved. 
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The fact is that landlords were not only the Hindus. Many 
Muslims possessed large chunks of land. They exploited the 
peasants precisely in a way the classical landlords did. Foi 
example, Salam Shah and Mirza Musafa Kutlo CMuseh Kol) 
and Abdul Ghani Makroo and Shaban Makroo of Gopalpota, 
Kulgam were big landlords and money-lenders. Amina Lone 
of Manzipora, Shupiyan was also in the same category. I hey 
possessed vast landed property. This is to say that there were 
Hindus as well as Muslims among the landed aristocracy in 
Kashmir. 1 

Like their Muslim neighbours, most of the rural Hindus 
were peasants by profession. They, too, faced almost the 
same problems, which the peasantry in general was facing- 
For example, when land revenue was to be collected, the 
Hindu peasant suffered the same oppression as the Muslim 
peasant did. In those days land revenue was forcibly 
collected from the peasants. Revenue functionaries snatched 
the morsel from the hands of tillers and while filling dm 
government stores, they stocked their personal granaries aS 
well. Revenue functionaries like the Patwari, and GirdaU’M 
and police functionaries showed no qualms of conscience in 
looting the peasants and the tenants. Nearly eighty-h ve P eI 
cent of rural population suffered these atrocities. 


demand li the r 'r^alo nt b 7^- *° St their lands had formed a . U ?.‘°ded 
landlordisiifodthoui ZZ*** "* * "’ d “' U "»»' 

and ,he dhliibwed among tS™ 0 ” ll ' ose wh,>se la " d wils aWt 



4 . Anti-Autocracy Movement 


Freedom struggle against the British rule had gaine 
great momentum throughout India. Muslim Conference 
mobilizing masses of people in Kashmir. It was more ac 
in Jammu than in Kashmir because Jammu was e ^ si ^ 
accessible to Muslim Conference workers based in a lor 
and its adjoining areas. 1 In 1922-23 large number o p P 
began taking out protest rallies against the governm 
(of the Maharaja) on food supplies issue. Apart ro^ 
some Muslim leaders were repeatedly sen in ^ 
demands to the Viceroy. In 1930, Mahatma Can u a was 
the Salt scityciQr&hci (non-violent agitation) an t lisn r u e 
received with great enthusiasm and interest 
l=ng,h and bread,h of Kashmir. When the Brmsh Indian 
government arrested Mahatma Gandhi, peop e in■ 
w ent on a strike. Apart from the city of Srinagar, s i 
observed even in smaller towns like Anantna^ an ma in 
in the valley where shops remained closer. n 
bazaars of Srinagar people brought out big pro Bfitish 
11 was in these rallies that slogans again ^ ^ 
government were raised for the ns 
Soil of Kashmir. 3 

Actually the Muslims of the then Jammu region in wl ' occupation) 
^”nch dominated Muslim Conference (now under 
P a yed a vital role. This organization was not base m 

;The agitation was against imposition of tax °" sa [' han d the British 

lls is a very interesting piece of information. n pm ents and on the 
•'8«n, s Wcre exIradlng co V ert support ,o anti-Mai, ar,a etemenl. 
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Maulavi Yusuf Shah 


In March 1931, Maulavi Yusuf Shah 1 , Mir Waiz of Kashmir, 
appeared on the political scene of Kashmir. This led to huge 
anti-Maharaja rallies in the mosques. The wave 
of communalism swayed many educated Muslim youth 
including Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah. Spitting fire °f 
communalism in his congregational speeches in the 
mosques, he began uniting the majority community in the 
valley for launching a massive anti-Maharaja movement. 
The flames of communalism gradually engulfed the whole of 
the valley. 


Thus in the background of unfolding situation, the Hindus 
of the valley began to feel isolated from the freedom 
movement, which had been the dream of Pandit Hargop 3 


-. 0th k er hand for the first time anti-British slogans were raised in Kashmir- 
stows that both pro and anti British sentiments were simmering 
somewhere deep in Kashmiri psyche. The Sheikh had not yet appeared on 
tlie political scene of Kashmir. 

The people of Kashmir have always held the house of Mirwaiz in g r f| C 
respect Maulavi Yusuf Shah was instrumental in projecting Sheikh 
tlullah as the young leader from Kashmir. The House of Mirwaiz has 
now Jr• f ° CUS ' n Kashmir P ol itics. When Sheikh Abdullah as.sum eC 

those J/h *i af | ^hief Administrator, he came down with a heavy banc ()I 
Kashmir ?• P ea<Jed f ° r negotiations with Pakistan for a final settlement <» 
his schem^of'tP ^ many of those he considered an obstruction > 

ft ? S l ° * eaVe Kashmir - deluded among them were Maul*" 
never to rdurrn ^ Bazaz ' ^ former went m Muzaffarbad (*>*>• 

in dose contact le . VJ , ey ’ wllllt; the latter went to Delhi where he remainc 

*£££On 

hy profession who seitled’d," P " M> " l>l "’ di ' Kanl ' a V alal Kaul ' “ had 
been made the nl/ e , . n In Ba ramulla. His links with Roy«sB» 11 

Kaul both in Baramulla ^ ^ anishnient ■ This writer freely interacted 
eruption of militanev •* ln J ammu where he had moved after 
M.N.Roy’s schooJanJ ‘ n in 1990. A staunch radical humanist o 

the fanatical elements Intellectual , he was disillusioned w 

Kaul was indeed an' iLn and had lost faith in NC’s secularist clai^j 

learning, history literati, ectUa I Siant, well versed in various branches 

tUfe ’ mus ic\ Philosophy, poetry especially Urdu - 
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Kaul Khasteh 1 and his brother way back in 1931- Muslim 
Conference’s communal attitude made Kashmiri Hindus feel 
that the movement was something that went against them. 
In the eyes of the Muslim Conference, more than the 
autocratic ruler, the Kashmiri Hindu seemed to be its enemy 
number one. The sin of Kashmiri Hindus was that the mler o 
the day happened to be their co-religionist. Thus in the eyes 
of the communalists, Kashmiri Pandit was framed as tie 
symbol of the government. , 

The Yuvak Sabha formed by the Hindus of Srinagai ac e 
concise political agenda. I have already said that t is 
organization was limited to the Hindus of Srinagar on y an 
the issues it raised mostly pertained to the Hindus o ur an 
Srinagar. In short, while the Muslim Conference wante o 
carry only the Muslims with it, the Yuvak Sabha wante 
cany only the urban Hindus with it. 

But gradually some activists of Muslim Con etence » 
to realize that the progress of Kashmir depen e on m ^ 
unity and harmonious interaction among the P e °P 
different faiths. This realization made some o tie 
contemplate a common action plan." 


°ver to National Conference 

in 1938, Muslim Conference was changed into , arn mad 
Conference under the chairmanship of Ghu am 


• and Persian .He was a superb conversationalist with de\a ® his 
)ne is reminded of great Victorian intellectuals while desc 

’crsonality. . ii ec tual. For h* s 

' A well known Kashmir Pandit lawyer and mte Qadir 

°ntribution to the freedom movement in Kashmir, ■ in dark 

arwari’s Do Bhai Do Adeeb, Amusingly Rahim Rathe 
°lours. SeeAnnexure I. including Sheikh 

This change has been explained by many wri e _ t he basis of 
‘Odullah as better understanding of a freedom nl ° ve attributed it to 

aeoiogy rather than re , igious ferver . However, some Kashmiri 

'arochial stance of Muslim Conferenc leadership an ie sheikh agree 
80 °f the Sheikh. The question seldom debated is why did 



52 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLmCS: SOME INSIGHTS 

Sadiq. 1 Speaking on this occasion about the atrocities of 
autocratic rule, Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah asserted that it 
was not only the Muslims of the State who had become the 
victims of oppression. Non-Muslims, too, were faced with 
oppressive dispensation. Exhorting the people of the state to 
remove the autocratic regime, he implored them to maintain 
communal harmony and unity. 

National Conference continued holding protest rallies at 
i erent places. I seized an opportunity of attending some of 
ese rallies and nursed deep yearning of becoming a part of 
e nationalist caravan. I distinctly retain the memory ot some 
e ia ies in which I had taken part. A memorable rally ot 
was organized in Kreeri, Anantnag. The president of 
. t . na ® district NC namely Nabeh Ji addressed the 
said r™?' 1 llstened to his speech veiy attentively. What he 
was in 6 mC l ^ ir, k tbat these people precisely spoke what 

atJav7p; c trt 0 H f iS o SP r h PaimCd a VCry heakhy and 

National r c future. The spirit of fraternity m 

Sikh iin r ° n erence anci the ideology of Hindu, Muslim and 

cherished kted P Fw e thef T highly a PP reciable ’ an< ? * 

Muhamm.d Ai , h first time in m y life, I heard Sheikh 
Trunz in Shi D UUah addressin 8 a gathering in the village 

Sahibs tall persona 1 itv^a S impressed b Y Sheikh 

heart. His voice created in hlS . words went strai S ht to 

people of iCnci n me a burn * n g desire of serving the 

p ople of Kashmir and helping them out of their predicament. 

poised for a big thrust rmT'T! ' n ^48 when the Indian troops were 
Sheikh’s dislike for the m° Llza ^ ara bad? Has it anything to do with the 
reason for the Sheikh to I . rpUns? Tlle autll °r has not explained the real 
Conferenace. Essentially ShJu .7 Uslim Conf erence and form National 
the hegemony of Mirpuri Mu' i* X ' U ^ a ' 1 was n °t prepared to succumb to 
creation of National Conferee- C ,° n ^ erence leadership. It lead to to the 
_ ‘Actually this was a split and G W ‘ th the Sheikh as its chief, 
it s headquarter to Mirpur (n n ° tU C VJn 8 e - The Muslim Conference shifted 
activities. pur in P oK ) and continued with its political 
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I distinctly remember that Sheikh Sahib had given a bit of 
mind to the communal forces. He had told the masses of 
people that some of the leaders were receiving a stipend 
from the Maharaja and were supporting feudal and 
reactionary forces. 

In order to prove its existence, the Muslim Conference had 
als ° sta rted a campaign against the government of the day 
charging it of perpetrating atrocities on Muslim community. 
Ii organized rallies and carried out agitation. The British 
colonial power was exerting pressure on the Maharaja. 
It impressed upon him to bring about some administrative 
reforms. The Glancy Commission was constituted. Pandit 
rem Nath Bazaz represented the Hindu community. After 
concluding its deliberations, the Commission, rightly or 
^r°ngly, made in its report some suggestions of offering 
Us ims some social, economic and political privileges. 

R°ti Agitation 

tr ^* ndus cou ld not elicit any relief from this report. The 
fr!} 1 ^ WaS ^ 3t dle Commission almost snatched the morsel 
had^ ^ e * r ^ anc ^ s - They strongly believed that the Commission 
Co SideHned l ^ em - Yuvak Sabha was not angry only with the 
Raza? 1 * 55 * 011 dUC a ^ so Prem Nath Bazaz. 1 It believed that 
Co 32 - lad nOI: ^ een a kl e to advocate their case before the 
^port 1 * 85 * 011 ^ an e ^ ect ' ve manner. As a reaction to the 
a 8itatio°f ^ anc y Commission, the Hindus initiated an 
1Q n known as Roti Agitation in the contemporary history 


Unrealistic* * 16 ^ uva ^ dahlia was expecting too much from Bazaz. It was 
any f avou ^ n Us part to ex Pect the Glancy Commission to show the Hindus 
Parameters ^ S ^ mpat by- Glancy was working only within the policy 
^azaz to si ° * le ® r *t* s h colonial power. One' of the reasons for Premnath 
*ay they tre^ ^appointment with his community members was the 
^ 0 r nmissi 0l ^ ate , * 1 ' m unbecomingly as their representative to the Glancy 
Pandito Wlt lout understanding the ground realities of colonization. 
3bus « on k^ 2 rePOrted '° ha ' ' .- 


iave had no qualms of conscience in hurling 
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of Kashmir. The main purpose of this agitation was to 
safeguard the interests of the Hindus. The movement was 
also directed against the Maharaja and the British rulers were 
reported to have covertly encouraged it . 1 The British had 
been supportive of any movement launched against the 
Maharaja. They had colonial interests; they knew that their 
intervention in Kashmir was immensely important to resist 
the growing influence of Russia. Kashmir had strategic and 
geographical importance to the designs of British 
imperialism (in Central Asia). From here, they could maintain 
a vigil on entire Asian continent. They were aware that in 
ancient times, the Buddhist missionaries had begun the 
propagation of their faith in Central Asian region from 
Kashmir. This is the reason why the British were adamant in 
thrusting their Resident on Maharaja Pratap Singh or even 
earlier to that. They needed one or the other pretext to carry 
forward their agenda . 2 

The British colonial power was ultimately successful in 
pushing forward its imperialist agenda. They established a 
British Trade Agency in Srinagar with a view to keep an eye 
on the States trade relations with Central Asia. They managed 
to obtain strategic area of Gilgit (Gilgit Agency) on lease. 
They were actively engaged in fomenting trouble in the 
valley with the purpose of bringing pressure on the Maharaja 


'This statement needs to be substantiated.. I very much doubt that this 
could have happened. The British colonial power never trusted the Pandits 
of Kashmir and considered them part and parcel of Indian national 
mainstream. 

-In fact the British Foreign Office had been insisting upon the Raj (tom the 
times of Maharaja Ranbir Singh to install its representative in Kashmir. 
Maharaja Ranbir Singh was a strong ruler and managed to forestall such 
schemes a number of times. But in Maharaja Pratap Singh, the British found 
a weakling who, despite his protestations, had not the power and the will to 
reject a proposal. Once the British Resident was installed in the capital city of 
the State, things were bound to become more complicated. The Resident 
became the second centre of power. Also see Imperialist Maneuvers in 
Kashmir 1846— 1946 , N.N. Raina, Link Publications, New Delhi. 
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and harassing him. It was to harm the tutelage of the 
Maharaja. Be it the Muslim Conference or the Yuvak Sabha or 
any other organization, as long as it raised a voice against the 
Maharaja, it received covert encouragement from the British 
agents. It is true that ordinary people of Kashmir were 
subjected to oppression in the autocratic regime of the 
Maharaja but that did not mean that the British had a soft 
corner for the masses of Kashmiri people. On the contrary 
by widening and intensifying their interference in the 
internal affairs ot Kashmir, they strove to strengthen their 
colonial rule in the sub-continent. This precisely was the 
reason for overthrowing King Amanullah Khan 1 in Kabul. 

As a Yuvak Sabha activist 

After 1931, I was closely associated with the Yuvak Sabha 
in its agenda for social reforms and social welfare. However 
after the emergence of National Conference, I found that its 
policy and programmes greatly suited my own thinking and 
ideals. My association with the Yuvak Sabha was limited to 
social welfare activities only. For example, I gave my 
unstinted support to the programme of widow re-marriage 
and eradication of social evils.* This mission took me To 
village after village and household after household. I was 
instrumental in getting many young widows remarried. It was 
a bold initiative in those days of rigid social customs. 1 * I had 
even to bear the wrath of my own community members 
while carrying on the task of social reforms. But I never give 


'Visit www.afghan-weh.com 

* f hoi ; ld be not f' th f Kashyapa Bandhu was the foremost among the 
social reformers of Kashmiri Hindu community. He had been an Arya 
Samaji activist. He is responsible for introducing the sari as the formal dress 
of Pandit women replacing the baggy and awkward pheran. See also special 
issue of Vitasta dedicated to Kashyapa Bandhu , Calcutta 2004 

"Amusingly many Pandit families are observing many obsolete traditions, 
rituals and totems even after their exodus from their birthplace in 1990. The 
Hinds from Anantnag district are more traditionalists than the rest of them. 
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in to threats and intimidation. In the villages of Yore 
Khushipira, Manihil and Trken Wanigam, I had helped some 
widows get remarried. The interesting thing is that even the 
priests of Hindu community did not lend me their support in 
this mission. No priest was prepared to come forward to 
perfoim the marriage riles if a Hindu widow wanted to 
re marry. They said such a step meant infringement of the 
tenets of Hindu religion and its tradition. On several 
occasions, I myself performed the duties of a priest and tied 
e prospective couples in a bond of matrimonial 
ationship. The result was that many widows hitherto left to 
o misery and destitution were given a new lease of 
la PPy and Prosperous life. 

ralli^ art ^f° m t * lese act ivities, we organized meetings and 
Arvfs ? Val dayS Under lhe banner of Yuvak Sabha and 
Hindii a ^ ^ 1CSe § at h er ings we generally appealed to the 
mental ° mi ^ Unit y to society of bad social customs and the 
Pandit d ° Se P aratlon ancl isolation. Unfortunately, the 

ridden withThescourse ^ Veiy conservative ‘ U waS 

think of sh • c 8 e ofcasteism. Its members could nevei 
or caste -rh— f °,° dwith a '"emitter of any other community 

sometimes AePatdtw' atti ‘ Ude *“ S ° d ~P seatcd ,ha ‘ 

the Doprac r i- eie not prepared to share food with 

viUageToUds'Z'LdTr" r once in Mirha r 

arranged an offerina?/ d Ra ghunath Singh, two Rajputs 
occasion and s h "ed^” '' i ?' ned ‘ hem “ a -P idoUS 
there, no Pandit of Civ 1 °° C ' BUl When 1 returned from 
Everybody looked at ml with? Prepared IO talk ‘° me 

to their philosophy I was an ou"S, C ° ntemP ‘' ACC °' C " g 


decided to settle down in someTTm ■ P f 1 ° f Doyra military establishment 
had allotted them lands which H ° Anantnag district. The Dogra rulers 
exodus in l 9 90. ’ W ' Udl remained m their possession until the Hindu 


ANTI-AUTOCRACY MOVEMENT / 57 

Let me recount another story. A dispute had surfaced 
etween the two sects of Hindu community, namely Bohras’ 
or Bohoras) and Brahmans. The Bohras wanted to know why 
t ^Brahmans refused to dine with them when both the sects 
; o , , e ; ed t0 ^'ndu htith. At the end of the day, the Brahmans 
, *, 1C Boho,as to ‘grange a prayer and on offering (yagya), 
a , Ut dle Brahmans of Bijbehara would participate in it 
g I B arla ke of the ritual feast. Included in the group of 
p an ^ manS Was B le father of well-known learned Brahman 
arra ^ ^hastd.-’ The people of Bohora community 

cash ^ ^ a ^ cl anc * Bie priests joined it. They accepted 
perfo an< ^ ^* nd as dcikhshnci or remuneration paid for 
to 8eth iri * n ^ re ^* ous r ’tcs. But when the time came for eating 
caused^' ^ Brahmans stood up and left the place. This 
sit uation SeU u US dltferences Between the two groups. The 
^'Bgation t0 ° ^ tUrn and lW ° £ rou P s 8 ot involved in 
This 

al that jw* llle COncllU on of our rigidly conservative society 
ignorance*™ °i time ‘ We wantecl to ricl our people of this 
1 attempted^ ° bstmacy ' As an activist of Yuvak Sabha, 
retrograde th° r ,?. mOVe dl ‘ s phenomenon of unsociability and 
impress u ^ * n sect i° ns of our community. I tried to 
Principles^/?/ 1 dlem to acce Pt fraternity and equality as the 
P°°r man st COex * stence - i sa iel that in a society where a 
ClIs toms a 1 , U ^* ed en dlessly for a two square meal, bad 
des tituti 0n it S ? Cld * ordy a( Jcled to his plight and 
^^ n er the ba nner of Yuvak Sabha and Arya 

With?"! Prc>n< >unci/ti?! 2* etymol() «y of the wort l Bailor or Buhur in 
8r 0ce rxs ar >d medicinal A etty sllo Pkeepers men mostly dealing 

(Brah,t ancl t,len ado/ /[ T' * ^ husin ^ flourished they became 

’He ^ n ' S) re f u sed to social?^ U is true and sad that the Pandits 

c °mm Ce °ded fr e Wlth them. 

GlI i r al respect i n the r e A uted Brahman family of Bijbehara that 
Patlc ha,u J r ammu Pandit p ° mrnuni ty. The family is now settled at Gol 
4 ()r th(; . euinath Shastri is the author of Kashmiri 

igenous calendar of the Pandits of Kashmir. 
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Samaj, I tried to liberate ordinary Kashmir Pandit ol a 
menacing and unbearable burden that had hindered his 
onward march to prosperity. 

As political worker 

Alongside this campaign for social reform, I also 
propagated the ideals of National Conference among my 
people. I was of firm belief that the agenda chalked out foi 
National Conference at that point of time was the greatest 
need of the hour. I came into contact with some friends of 
progressive ideology. Among them I may mention the names 
of Kashyapa Bandhu, Jialal Kilam, Pran Nath Jalali, Niranjan 
Nath Raina, Moti Lai Misri, Muhammad Yusuf Dar, Nabeh Ji 
and others. I found time to discuss with them a variety of 
current problems and issues. I got many opportunities of 
being in the association of these intellectuals. As a result, 
I gravitated towards National Conference. Gradually, I got 
fully involved in the agenda of this party and then in 1944, 
I finally withdrew from Yuvak Sabha, Thereafter I became an 
ardent National Conference activist. The Naya Kashmir 
Manifesto of 1944 is also a reason why I resigned from Yuvak 
Sabha and joined National Conference. I believed that Naya 
Kashmir programme was the only way of liberating people 
from the curse of poverty. This programme envisaged 
prosperity and progress of all sections of people irrespective 
of their gender, faith and community. Now I was a committed 
activist of National Conference. 

Apart from political movement, I engaged myself in 
some social movements as well. Some of these had surfaced 
even before the freedom movement. One such movement 
appeared in 1945 with the objective of bringing awareness 
to the rural people. A conference was organized in Shaleh 
Khah in Shupiyan with the essential purpose of creating 
political awareness and unity among the people against 
social evils that were eating into the body of Hindu society. 
Besides me, Ram Krishan Ashmuji, Govind Joo Razdan, 
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Radha Kristian Razdan and Shamboo Nath Bhat Haleem were 
some of its activists. We gave it the name of Aryan 
Conference and well-known personalities like Khushal 
Chand, Mahjoor, 1 Kashyapa Bandhu 2 and others were invited 
to attend our deliberations. At that time Ramchand Kak was 
the Prime Minister of the State and Jiyalal Wanchoo was the 
tebsildar of Shupiyan tehsil. Both of them thought that our 
movement was against the government. The Muslims 
contributed lavishly for the conference. But on the appointed 
day the authorities brought camels and herded them on the 
very site where we were going to hold the conference. We 
could not proceed with our programme. We had collected a 
good amount of money by way of contribution for the 
conference and had also made purchases of essential things 
required to make it a success. The amount we had collected 
still remains deposited in the Jammu and Kashmir Bank. 

NC link 

It was the year 1946. National Conference organized a 
huge rally in Shupiyan, which I also addressed. It was the first 
public rally in which I got an opportunity of delivering a 
speech. I fully analyzed the pitiable condition of ordinary 
people and the irresponsible attitude of the autocratic rule. 
This was the time when Quit Kashmir movement had been 
launched (May 1946). Rallies and meetings were held to 
carry the slogan of Quit Kashmir to each village in Kashmir. 
Some of those rallies are memorable for me. One such rally 
was organized in Shupiyan and among the speakers were 
Swarup Nath, Abdul Majid Bandey and I. Swarup Nath, a very 


'Famous Kashmiri poet of Mitrgam.. By profession he was a petty revenue 
officer (.Patwati). He remains buried in the vicinity of Athwajan in Srinagar. 

-A well-known Pandit social worker, political activist and an Arya Samaji 
worker Kashyapa Bandhu (Tarachand Bulbul) was a close associate of 
Sheikh Abdullah in freedom struggle and finally fell out and retired to live a 
secluded life in his native village Geuru in Anantnag. He is the first Pandit 
social reformer of contemporary times. 
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active member of NC, hailed from a business house in 
Anantnag. He was sent to jail many times in the course of his 
activities in the movement. Abdul Majid was another leading 
activist. All the three of us made fiery speeches in the 
upiyan rally. In my address I exposed the exploitative and 
unjust measures of the autocratic rule. I emphasized the need 
o aving a dispensation based on justice and equality as 
envisaged in the Naya Kashmir Manifesto. 

My speech in this congregation was to become a 
• f if rS i leC ^ * n my Political career. I became a wanted figure 
tie authorities. Therefore I went underground, which 
owe\jr ; id become a serious impediment in carrying 

wm-t pobdad mission. Conversely, I had more time to 
wit greater zest for the growth and expansion of 

fiphtn^ ti, 60 ° gy Naliona l Conference. For the freedom 
ones ho m ?, a u ing ° f 8 ° ing und erground is abandoning 
All thoseT T eartl1 and ° dler engagements of daily life, 
wif e ol ^"^ticaWe in a state of hiding But 
movement m hldin 8- on e can work exclusively for the 
success of h thlS Way ° nC becomes very useful for the 
underground W hile spending my days 

message of Nayatlst ^ bdng l ° the pe ° ple th ® 
drawbacks of ta . ir and its Programme as also the 

work I traveled ? CMtlC rule ‘ 1 took fu U part in organizational 
hamtt is at ^ Village C ° Village a *d from hamlet to 
message of secularism 6 P ? htlCal worker 1 disseminated the 
Kashmir Manifesto to , and equaht V as enshrined in Naya 
and assured them of a bright f SeCU ° ns of P eo P le around me 
my humble way In thf T" ** 1 did * 8,1 in 

programmes of Naya Kashmir tTV had fuH faith in thC 
would veiy firmly go along this pathtd ^ T 
our nation to the heights of „i P h d raise the destin y of 
hiding in different villages like 1 PaSSed the dayS ° f my 
Kashewah, and Pargochi in a , Ushan 8P°ra, Liter, Darbagh, 

debating the aims and objectiv^TiS GXplainin S and 

National Conference. 
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During that period I met several times with Ghulam 
Mohiuddin Qara 1 , who was responsible for running the 
underground chapter of Quit Kashmir movement. I would 
often exchange ideas with him on the ways and methods of 
work of the organization. These meetings were held in 
secrecy. I had also established links with Vidhyalal 
Paragochi, Motilal Misri, and Abdul Aziz Peer. We all used to 
report to the party leadership about the reaction of the 
masses of people towards the movement. 

The autocratic regime had decided to arrest the activists on 
a large scale. Prisons were packed with detenues. People 
were subjected to torture; they were threatened and harassed 
in order to break the movement. Sometimes, political 
prisoners were manhandled. The regime wanted that people 
should get scared and thus disown or dissociate with the 
movement. But the masses of people had great sympathy 
with us. They had understood that the only effective remedy 
°f their political and economic deprivation lay in freedom 
from autocratic rule. They dreamed of a beautiful future, o 
Prosperity and of happiness. We had dedicated our lives to 
uphold their beautiful dreams and shining expectations. 
People from all sections of society had joined the Quit 
Kashmir movement. Time and again, the autocratic regim 
had tried to create a division among the people. It wante 
confrontation between the Hindus and the Mus im 
Therefore it covertly encouraged the Muslim Con erence as 
We H> which had the plans of forging communal division s 
that the majority community would be induced to o o 
line (of communal politics). As against this (machination) 
hJC wanted to cany all communities with it and it S P° e . 
total change. It was contemplating creation of a civi s 
that did not accept discrimination on any count. It envi 


Later on Qara left National Conference and joined Mas state to 

e led the group of Kashmiris who opposed the accession 

ndian Union in 1947. 
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society in which there was no concept of the high and the 
low. Majority ol rural population of Kashmir subscribed to this 
ideology because they had the bitter and long experience of 
oppression under an autocratic regime. 

It was perhaps November 1946. Quit Kashmir movement 
was at its peak. To carrying the movement forward, its 
leaders were courting arrest. Before surrendering to the 
police, these leaders generally addressed public rallies at 
Khanqah-e Mualla 1 , Srinagar and some more places. Such 
rallies would occasionally be held at Durgcih in Hazratrbal. 
A massive rally was organised at Khanqah-e Mulla, Srinagar. 
The regime of the day tried to project our secular movement 
as a war of the Muslims against a Hindu ruler. But the truth is 
that it was not a movement of the Muslims only: it was a 
movement supported and run by the poor people of the State 
drawn drawn from all religions and different walks of life- 
It was their movement to liberate the people and their land 
and to bring them prosperity and freedom from want and 
from oppression. 

To Central jail 

I also participated in the rally at Khanqah-e Mualla. In my 
speech to a crowd of over twelve thousand people I 
presented a sketch of the backwardness in which Kashmir 
and her people lived their miserable lives. I urged the 
au ience to remain united and work for the reconstruction of 
e tate inespective of their religion, faith, community or 
city I distinctly remember that in my speech I fully 
explained our states backwardness in the field of education, 
compared the life expectancy and health status of our 


SawH ° f tl Kal ; ,emp,e SitUated * Fateh Kadal in Srinagar. Mir 

A a had convert ^ Muslim missionary of late 14th century 

he delivered sermons to die neST- ^ J platform from whefe 

See Baharistan-i-Shahi , loc.cit.. Y ^ l ° Islamic faith in Srinagar 
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people with the rest of the world and fully analyzed the 
distressing effects of poverty and ignorance. As soon as 
I finished my speech, the police arrested me and threw me in 
the Maharaj Ganj 1 police lockout for one night. Next day 
I was produced in a court of law with my hands in fetters. 
Sometimes later, the court pronounced its verdict and 
awarded me six months imprisonment and a fine of two 
hundred rupees for fomenting rebellion. The verdict having 
been pronounced, I was taken to Srinagar Central Jail. 

This prison was packed with freedom fighters. Here I met 
with many top leaders of National Conference an t e 
freedom movement. I can name Maulana Muhamma ae ^ 
Masudi 2 , Sardar Budh Singh, Niranjan Nath Rama , Jtya a 


'Situated in the locality of Zaina Kadal in downtown Srinagar, Maharaj 
Ganj was the hub of commercial activity at that time. j down 

'The veteran NC leader and also its General Secretary w^ed^ 
hy the terrorists at an advanced age of 90 in his home in 11 ‘ ’ exC l U sive 

He was also the chief editor of NC official paper K i nia • ^ Bihama) 

J nd private interview to this translator in 1979 at its r • . j 0 f sheikh 

1 asked Maulana Masu’di some questions about the tns • ■ ^ ^ ^ 

Abdullah in 1953. He made a stunning revelation. V , on AugUSt 9> 
Sometime after the dismissal and arrest of Shie w hv he had agreed 

1953,1 met with Pandit Nehru in New Dlhi and asked him "T^^ osp ective 
t( > the arrest of the Sheikh. At this, Nehru went into J . ‘ e j cou ld see 

rn °°d for a few minutes. Then raising his head he oo ^ g a hib has 

•sorrow writ large on his face. Then in a low vo ‘ ce f,^ d down his cheek.” 
hrust a dagger into my back. And with that tea Kashmir in 

’The most outstanding communist leader of Kas miT comI nunists in 

1950 when the Union government cracked own o returned to 

Jtdia He spent nearly twelve years in Lon an nto f physics. He 

Kashmir in early 1962 to become the Head of the De P‘ f NC and was also 

Was intellectual powerhouse of the progressive w ^ - s re ported to 
jnade the District NC Commiteee Secretary for some secre tary. He had 
have declined the offer of Pandit Nehru to be his pnva ^ to N ehru 
'^ u 8 gested the name of Dwarkanath Kachroo as P ** 1 Like many other 

ai na was a rare intellectual of highest integrity an j ater life. He 

stalwarts he, too, was disillusioned with the NC leaders P ^7 From my 
lS the au thor of Imperialist Manoeuvres in Kas mtr p L an d 

Personal knowledge, I would like to record that 
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Tamiri', and Hakim Muhiud-din among them. I think I had the 
first and the last meeting with Macjbul Sherwanr 
in the same prison. The theme of my speech at Khanqah-e 
Mulla in which I had mentioned of Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs 
all stuck up in the morass of poverty under the coercion of 
autocratic rule had created an impression on the inmates 
of the jail. I he theme of my speech was making rounds 
among them. 

Freedom fighters were locked up in Ward 7 of the Central 
Jail. Comrades in the jail would occasionally ask me to make 
speeches before them. I still retain some faint idea of the 
themes I dealt with in those speeches. In one speech, I had 
referred to the theme of equality, unity and sustained struggle 
as found in the verses of Rig Veda. I had veiy effectively 
applied those teachings to the freedom movement. When 
i explained this mantra (verse) of the concluding tnai'idal 
chapter) of Rig Veda: “ sam ghacbadam, sam vadadam, scan 
vomanasejanatam, deva bhaghamyathapurve sanjancinaw 
upaste (go together, talk together, your minds be one, as the 
angels worked in earlier day, work like that) and interpreted 
it in the context of our freedom struggle, the audience was 
greatly impressed. In yet another speech, I had laid stress on 
unanimous thinking, unanimous action and taking recourse to 


Raina Was the P erson who had drafted the blue print 
Traoodv i °p- 1C *l ocument called Naya Kashmir Manifesto. In his bok 
'Son rT ; J °f eph Korbd P° inted 'y makes a mention of him. 
was a net ! T oli & inM V from Rainawari, Srinagar jia Lai Sadhu 

unions He w° ^ 8 ° l deepl V Crested in the affairs of labour 

in Kashmir likVThl ^FactlX Vari ° US private concernS 

Baramulla and Lasjan. k 7 “ nagar ° r the Matches Factory in 

Baramulla, wHchXrX^ahXat add mUUa X° ^ diSrUptt:d the rally !° 

1946. Sherwani is reported^ I ddr f SS ] ln « dur ing his visit to the valley in 

captured Baramulla iXctobemXyT ** tribesmen who invaded and 

march on to Srinaoar Fin-.n i tllus causing a delay of two days in their 

outside a cinema hall in b/’ ' ^ invaders ca Ptured him, nailed him to a wall 
311 ,n Baramulla and shot him dad. 
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bravery. I quoted this Sanskrit shaloka (verse) “ sahna avato, 
sahnabunakto, saba veryam kavvavabe tejasna vjetanasto 
ma vidishavahaf' meaning “ go together, eat together, show 
your bravery together, let your learning shed light around and 
do not hate.” I thoroughly explained these verses exhorting 
the listeners to walk the path of truth in order to arrive at the 
pious destination of freedom. After delivering this speech, 
late Maulana Masudi 1 came to me and patted me on my back. 
He greatly appreciated my words and encouraged me. 

The hindsight convinces me that the period of my 
internment in the Central jail was not without a benefit to me. 
1 found an opportunity of reading many useful books in 
addition to political literature. I also got the opportunity o 

exchanging ideas with many prisoner-comrades, an 
acquired from them the scientific views on various socia an 
political matters. Among the good works that I read wer <~ 
Socialist Sixth of World authored by the Dean of Canter uiy, 
Tbe Glimpses of World History by Jawaharlal Nebru ’ a 
Vigyanik Bhavtik Vad and Nae Bharat ke Nae Neta V 
Sankrityayan. I also studied the writings of Subhas 
Bose. I always considered him the foremost so ier ^ . 

stru ggle for freedom. He wanted to raise the peop e r ^ 
depths of poverty and set them free from the tet e 
colonial slavery. Outside the jail, one seldom gets 


Maulana Muhammad Saeed Masu’di was a polis e * Pprs : a n in J&K 
: rabj c a nd Urdu. He was appointed as Lecturer * movem ent. He 

,0v ernment but left the job and joined NC and tht - ree Khidmat. He 
/as a man °f letters and became the editor of NC o >cia : n f| u ence. He is 

DSe |° he the Secretary of NC and wielded much power ^ ot ) ie r two 

°nsidered one of the three most outstanding figures o • differeflC es 
' e >ng Sheikh Abdullah and Mirza Afzal Baig. Owing nd became 

ltb She 'kh Abdullah, he left NC in 1974 and joinedjanata retired 

“ ch ‘ ef °f J&K branch. With the decline of Janata Party, at Bihama 

Private life and lived the rest of his days in his P r | va . when he 
! ar Ganderbal. The armed insurgents gunned him do 

crossed the age of 90 . 
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make intensive and extensive reading. The life of a political 
activist was full of various complications. 1 was no exception. 

In 1945, my father passed away. With that the burden of 
the household fell on my shoulders. Petty farming was the 
only source of income for my family. But it needed hard 
labour and time. I had dedicated myself to the freedom 
smuggle. I had no time to attend to my peasantry. The family 
somehow survived under immense stress ol poverty. 
I struggled hard not to let poverty and destitution become a 
roadblock in the path, which I had chosen for myself. 

I have said that the Khanqah-e Mualla speech earned me 
imprisonment and two hundred rupees fine. This was a huge 
amount absolutely impossible for me, a poor and penniless 
man to afford. I did not beg from anybody. There were kids in 
the family, and we had kept a cow to provide milk for them. 
I had to sell the cow to pay the fine. This deprived the kids of 
milk and naturally their physical growth was adversely 
a ected for want of proper nourishment. The sale of the cow 
id not get me the full amount of fine. As such, I disposed off 

some household goods and some trees to raise the full 
amount of fine. 

Out of prison 

Released from prison, I started taking more active part in 
ree om movement. In cooperation with my comrades, 
aunched a programme of introducing Naya Kashmir plan to 
people in far-flung areas of Budgam, Kulgam and Anantnag 
c istricts. This included meetings attended by large numbers 
o peop e. At times I participated in political activities in 
imu, too, on behest of outstanding revolutionary and 
popular leader Comrade Dhanvantari.' 

, s working for the movement with great dedication 
ough I was faced with many serious problems on my home 


’He was one 


among the close associates of Shahid Bhagat Singh. 
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front. What gave me courage and strength to face all those 
difficulties was the satisfaction that we had put everything at 
stake for a very noble and a great cause viz. freedom, 
democracy and secularism. 



5. Post-Independence Years 


Part I 

At last great sacrifices made by hundreds of thousands of 
Indian freedom fighters brought us to the cherished goal and 
on August 15, 1947. India won her freedom from colonial 
rule. However, we had to pay a heavy price for this freedom. 
T e country was divided. A new state by the name of 
Pa istan was carved out of the body of Hindustan. 

Impending political landscape of the State of Jammu and 
as mir preceding Indias independence was not clear. In a 
sense it was heading towards explosion. For about a year, 
s irmishes continued to take place on the Punjab border. 1 

he fac J is 15th August 1947 did not bring really happy 
ti mgs for Kashmir because the State continued to reel under 
an autocratic tegime. However, people felt emboldened and 
merr determination was strong. It was evident that autocratic 
ru e ac to come to an end very soon. At this time brisk 
i- . er P ent t; h e British officials, Congress and other 
P h leaderS and re P rese ntatives was to be noticed 

Mal names am °ng the visitors are outstanding; 
Stat . Tp andhl and Pan dk Jawaharlal Nehru. The nascent 
Jinnah i ^ 1Stan was cove ting Kashmir. Muhammad Ali 
Muham S °\ K ' as h mir a nd held talks with Sheikh 
Muhammad Abdullah. He returned to Pakistan after the talks 

Mir P- area - dishandd after the W II 
against the regime of the M^pin inSUrgeOCy 
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broke down. 1 Maharaja Hari Singh had ordered detention of 
Nehru near Kohala and thus he was prevented from entering 
the valley. 2 This uncertain and unclear state of affairs 
continued almost for one year. 

It was October 1947. I had been resting in my home at 
Zainapora for some days. One fine morning, Nur Muhammad 
Dar, Muhammad Abdullah Punnu and Ghulam Nabi, all 
political activists came to my place. They told me about the 
departure of the Maharaja and the incursion of tribesmen on 
Muzaffarabad and the resultant killing, loot and arson that 
followed the collapse of civil administration. Such incidents 
did take place on the border even during normal times and 
We had almost become used to hearing the sordid stories in 
this context. But the sudden departure of the Maharaja was 
something astonishing. All of us began pondering over the 
question “What now?” 


Incursion of Frontier Tribesmen 

A n _ . 


—or Frontier Tribesmen 

More activists visited me in the day. An atmosphere 
suspense prevailed in the air. People seemed scare 
terrified. Only a few days earlier, I had visited Srinagar a 
the company of Raj Bans, who had stayed in K ashl ™ r , 
t e Quit Kashmir movement, I had met wit 
M uhammad Abdullah at Saura\ We asked him about the 
3nd views that were brought to us every day. He could 
8 ‘ Ve us any satisfactory answer. We asked him abou 
Chaos that prevailed in Muzafarabad. As far a * 
^member, he ) ust avoided making any direct co 
that he said was that because of the running away 

have .s eply t0 a question put to him by a media person, Jinnah u P 

^! d ’ Kashmir is in my pocket”. Maharja in 

darke - l3S blown this event out of proportion only to pw 1 ^ rea( j t he 

co n . St c °l°urs. A dispassionate student of history is a * regard to 
r «P™<le„ee tewe p en MArmja and UK Vicoy and Patel t 

*0 cVPnf 


-Maharaja and l 

s event. 

’ Sheikh Abdullah’s ancestral locality in downtown Srinagar. 
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the Police Chief, chaos and confusion had overtaken the 
people. Another British officer named Powell, too, had left 
the valley. Departure of the British officers had given rise to a 
state of fear and uncertainty and it gave grist to rumoui 
mongering. In short the Sheikh alerted us against those who 
spread rumours and advised us to impress upon the people to 
remain united so that we were able to resist the enemy. 

NC closes ranks 

Pakistan sponsored and abetted an attack of the tribesmen 
of NWFP on Kashmir. She attempted the conquest of Kashmir 
through the sword of religious zealotry. National Conference 
rose to the occasion, united the people and resolved to resist 
the invading forces. The slogans raised by the Kashmiris at 
that time ran like this: 

Iiamleh awar khabardar 

Ham Kashmiri hain tayyar 

Kashmir hanega Naya Kashmir 

Nazim Aala Sheri Kashmir 

(Beware invaders; we the people of Kashmir are ready to 
meet your challenge. Kashmir will be made Naya Kashmir 
and Sher-i-Kashmir (Sheikh Abdullah) will be the chief 
administrator.) 

NC activists were busy in meeting people everywhere and 
urgmg them to maintain fraternity and cordial human 
relations. The Indian troops took on the enemy. However it 
was also necessary to plan safeguards against internal 

Th ° r C1 enem y was fr°m outside as well as from inside. 

ere were anti-social elements and miscreants waiting on 
the sidelines to indulge in dismptive activities. 

^ 1 U [am Muharnmad p nnnu, Nuru d-din Dar, Ghulam Nabi 

n egan to organize a series of rallies in our area and unite 
people in a big way. We began to draw our people out of 
con usxon because owing to the departure of the Maharaja, 
entire administrative machinery had collapsed. It had 
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become difficult to know who is what. Numerous elements 
surfaced at that time calling themselves administrative 
officials. We tried to educate people about the situation and 
protect them against fraudulent persons. I can recollect many 
incidents of those days. 

One such case pertains to a peasant of Rishipora, 
Zainapora. In a case pertaining to the marriage of the 
daughter of a peasant, the High Courts verdict was that the 
8*ri was a minor. Therefore the marriage was declared null 
and void. A miscreant interfering in the matter had handed 
out threats to the girl and her parents. He had made the 
Parents believe that he was some important government 
functionary and that no verdict of the court could be 
lrn Plemented without his signature. At that time the 
administration had appointed emergency officers who were 
entrusted with the responsibility of keeping an eye on law 
and order situation in their respective areas. This imposter 
ad introduced himself as an emergency officer. He a 
lightened the people to the extent of telling them that e 
C °uld order bombardment of fifteen villages at a time, 
in another incident an old woman had the only son w 
appened to be lame by one leg. An impostor posing as a 
ecr uiting officer scared the old woman announcing tia 
as going to recruit her son and send him to the war 
e Petrified old woman begged him to spare his ame 
n offered a fowl by way of bribe to get rid of the rnipo 
Person from Hushangpora in Bijbehara, posing a 
lcer , would affix a false stamp on the applications 
ad° r P eo Pi e and collect money from t em _ 

Peo 1 ? iStration had collapsed and total chaos pre _ 
eh a T e W6re looted in these chaotic condition^ Many 
ap r atans carried out such despicable activities. 

eared on the scene, they took to their heels. Q f 

ge a f 0 T P * e ^ insecure; government machinery wa to 

Place „ had ma "V opportunities of moving from P ce ^ 
the D ’ holdin 8 meetings and knowing the actual con 
e °Pie. I usec j to a j ert t h em against miscrean 
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with other sincere workers of NC, I arranged rallies in 
Zainapora, Fresal, Bijbehara, Rebban Gund Bahram, Litar, 
Keler, Pulwama, Achhan, Damhal Hanjipora, Khari Batpora, 
rsemar, Narvav, Nagam, Kulgam etc. In these rallies Hindu- 
Muslim unity was the main theme to be conveyed to the 
audience. We told people to disable the conspiracy of 
exploitative forces and intruders. The people had great 
hopes in National Conference and gave full support to the 
organization. 

People wanted to uphold the age-old tradition of spiritual 
teachings of Laleh Arifah (Laleshwari — translator) and Nund 
Rishi. They were prepared to make sacrifices for their nation 
and their motherland. Martyrdom of Maqbul Sherwani and 
Pushkar Nath Zadu was infusing new spirit of freedom into 
the veins of the people. In Doda, Som Nath Bira had 
sacrificed his life for his nation. He had thus protected the 
principles that emerge from fraternity and unity among the 
people. Their sacrifice was an encouragement of the struggl e 
against oppressive forces that intended to enslave the people 
to hatred, pessimism and remorselessness. 1 


The translator has many reservations in accepting the contents of this 
paragraph. Replacing Laleswhwari by Laleh Arifa is unacceptable. Nund 
isni is a very confusing and controversial figure. His role is highly 
JJt le ;^ r ! SSing 3 public rall y at Safa Kadal on April 2 , 2007 , Hurriyat 
Nunrmr iv T ^ ^ ee * an ‘ ^dared that there was no person by the name o 
orrh i T U WaS sha y khu ’l'Alam Nuru’d-Din Noorani, a staunch 
If Z-mT ,T Muslim missionar y who was not at all either a Rishi or a Sufi 
reaard b-n v™’ * W ° Pandit sec ular activists had earned any respect and 
Abdullah sh n C eacierski P f° r their great sacrifices, then Sheikh 
Kashmiri Pandit • 'T m his hu -8 ra Phy Atish-e-China branded all 
insXiont k' I" SpieS - There is not a ^ngle monument, road or 

avenue named, f S ^ mir name d after either Zadu or Bira just as we have an 
speeches not toVulr Shei T. ani- Nc Baders often speak of Bira in their public 
presence of “Hinrf* 26 im and remember his sacrifice but to highlight the 
^meTbrance meetin^TeTr 11 " 8 " in D ” da ^rict. Never was a 
organization to pay tribute eirti ^ Natl ° nal Conf erence or any othe 

figure anywhere in contemn ^ l ° Zadu ° r t0 Bira ' Tlleir names do no 
m contemporary Kashmir history. 
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Organized resistance 

An organization in Srinagar worked on cultural front. 
It performed dramas on stages to caution Kashmiris against 
the invaders. They exhorted people to remain united in order 
t° fight the invading tribesmen. These programmes were 
rneant to highlight the importance of the traditions of 
Kashmiriyyat. 1 The stage reflected the brutal attack of the 
invaders and also demonstrated many a heart-rending 
e pisodes so that the people were induced to protect their 
Pious motherland from enslavement and from destruction of 
her rich cultural heritage. In these rallies spirited and 
Passionate verses of revolutionary poets like Abdul Ahad 
A zad, Mahjoor and Dinanath Nadim used to be recited. 
Among the people at cultural front were Dina Nath Nadim 
s °mnath Zutshi, Sheila Bhatia, Zeynab Begum, Usha, Abdul 
°hani Namtahali, Nur Muhammad Roshan, and Amin Kamil. 


cliff Ka ' Shmir i yat is a highly controversial term. It has different mean 8 
«enn rent Pe ° ple - A majority of people in Kashmir calls 
thar Hn<J Soft ^ ace °f Hindu-Muslim unity. But there are o e ‘ ^ 

the K f hmiri yat is a term meant to mislead ordinary people m_o The 

f ac| . re as been fraternity among the Hindus and Muslims o tjon but 

to s'' lat tlle minorit y community of Hindus in Kashmir a being ah j e 
to r ^ encier to the diktat of the majority against their wi w ‘ oppression 
and ^ any r )rotes tation. If this is Kashmiriyat. then it .s °P en PP slator) . 

My Und PreSSi ° n ° f a Sma11 religiouS niinority l . ,y the ^l° e Hindu religious 
'tiino • erstan ding is that atrocities perpetrated agai • Kashmiriyat in 
ordt? for ^.uries in the past are camouflaged has 

a,*?? Crea * a false impression that Kashmiri majority commu ty 

s ieen toIerant towarc j s j ts Hj nc j u minority. statement tliat 

c °rnm 1S trans Iator has strong reservations in accepting * . invading 
hibesm na * harm °ny had been forged in Kashmir to re. ^ atrocities 

c 0lTlm t en- N obody in or outside NC has ever said anyth* g B ramu lla 

«Cr R d a8a ™ Hindus and Sikhs of h0Kfc s 

for nesi i aramu ^ a remained under the occupation locals who 

res °rted \ '7° Weeks from October 27, 1947. It were unjty members 
fHi nt j ° ,OC)t . arson and killing of the minority c inva ding — 

Ddus a °d Sikhs) and who became guides for the 
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Although invaders had captured Muzaffarabad and ware 
advancing, yet the morale of the people was high 1 for they 
were infused with self respect, fraternal sentiment and the 
dream of a bright future based on Naya Kashmir agenda. In 
one of his speeches at Pathar Masjid, Srinagar, Sheikh 
Abdullah said that the borders of the beautiful valley of 
Kashmir touched on the borders of five countries, Hindustan, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, China and Russia. State’s income was 
very limited while its border was spread out over thousands 
of miles. How was it possible to protect such a long border 
with very limited resources in order to protect our freedom 
and continue with Naya Kashmir programmes? The Sheikh 
rejected Prime Minister Ramchand Kak’s plan of independent 
Kashmir - arguing that the States borders were extensive and 
their protection was difficult. Secondly, it may not be totally 
impossible to maintain the freedom with much limited 
economic resources but it certainly was very difficult- 
Therefore, in order to implement the agenda of Naya 
Kashmir, it was unavoidable to hold on to democratic values. 
Since India was emerging as a democratic force, it waS 


hordes.(translator’s comments). The history of the siege and fall of 
aramulla in October 1947 is yet to he written. And if somebody takes up the 
project in right earnest, it will shed new light on so-called Hindu-Muslim 
unity in Kashmir. 


This is far from truth and reflects the patent propaganda of NC 
Horrendous stories of murder, loot, pillage and molestation of worn** 
M , 7 ff , th f HmdU and Sikh ref ugees who were hounded out ftott 
“n?’ Baramulla - S °P° r > Handwara, Kupwara, Sumbat anc 
harmonv w/L ^ ° Ca Br 't= ands an U felons explodes the myth of comrnuna 
which thv f “VZ „ OCa ' gangsters torched the buildings and shops ove 
was not L”* 8 buttering and razed it to ground. Since Anantnaf 
know what w^ ti ^ l 6 attack > the author seems not to have cared t< 

the districts and 'h minorit y communities of Hindus and Sikhs if 

Sikh s were mas 1 * fdl - int ° the hands of-the the incursionists. Man) 

kXid.S w Nln8al ^ VO U n 8 

2 Kak who . . • Sre 1 le mam accomplices in this perfidy. 

Chief Administrator Stl ^"rf d and humiliated by the Sheikh after becommf 

Y that they have so far given the sacrifice of • 
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natural for the NC to accede to democratic India and then 
carry on the programme of democratization. This is why the 
Sheikh rejected separate political existence for the State and 
considered accession to India genuine and necessary for the 
security of the State. 1 


Accession 

With sacrifices made by brave Indian sodiers and the 
people of the State, Pakistan — sponsored invasion o 
Kashmir by the tribesmen was repulsed. This , 

liquidation of the Maharaja’s autocratic rule. Sheik 2 . 1 

his colleagues assumed the governing authority an * n 
first stint he became Chief Administrator of the State^ 
Muhammad Sadiq and Bakhshi Ghulam Muhamma r 
emergency administration. In the district of Anantnag, 
Muhammad Afzal Baig, ran emergency adminis . e 
District Baramulla was placed under the a was 

command of Sufi Akbar. In this way a long era o s 
brought to an end. Sincere workers now watted for translating 

°ur dreams of a golden future into teality. ^ 

• • • over a hundred thousand youth for aazaadi (f ^ ou t much 

Indianised Kashmiri Pandit lobby in Delhi and ’ They neve r 

more venom against Ramchand Kak than 1 * a mchand Kak rise to 

tolerated an indigenous Pandit of humble origin t jj e sheikh at one 

the heights of political power in Kashmir Furte 1 . Communal lines . 

time was not averse to the partition of Kas 

See his letter to Col. Naser of Egypt. (.Annex. III). ^ armed incU rsion 

‘This again is an erroneous statement. Mont ns a high - power 

°f the tribesmen took place, the Shiekh ta saying that NC would 

delegation of NC uder the leadership of Sadiq to J . (s con ditions were 

acc ept State’s accession to Pakistan providedIs Le ague, which 

P 16 *- Jinnah refused conditional accession. ‘ democratic? What a 
became the ruling party in Pakistan, secular bmir ka kya irshad/ 

become of NC’s much hyped slogan of She * kh going to manage the 
H c tndu > Muslim, Sikh ettehad ?” And how was tthe. ^ aCces sion to Indian 

affairs when in 1949 he threatened to with ra e t0 incorpora 

Union if the Indian Constituent Assembly ‘ If NeW Delhi had n 

s Pecial status and Article 370 in the Indian Cons ^ thousan d mile o 8 

Accepted, how was the Sheikh going to defen 
b°rdr of the Stat & (Translator's comment) 
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Part II 

Hopes Frustrated: Post - 1948 

Tribesmen repulsed 

After repulsing the attack of tribal hordes, and the reins of 
the government passing into the hands of Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah, the era of realization of our dreams after a long 
struggle was ushered in. I still found myself pre-occupied 
with sincere and tireless organizational work. In 1949, I was 
made a member of the General Council of NC. I was also the 
NC President of my area ( halqa ). A year later in 1950, I was 
made a member of Debt Cancellation Board constituted for 
the tehsils of Srinagar, Anantnag, Pulwama and Kulgam. 
All these tehsils (sub-districts) were assigned to me. Other 
members of this board were Shambhoo Nath, the lawyer of 
Kulgam, Khwajah Ghulam Muhammad Mir of Salar and 
Ghulam Nabi Nayak (only for some time). 

Debt Cancellation Board 

After the NC regime came to power, a process of reforms 
was initiated. It has already been said that Kashmir peasantry 
was reeling under the burden of debt in those days. 

a en CrS Were barging compound interest from them. 

y 8 a ve no receipts for the small installments, which the 
peasant debtors paid to liquidate the loan, they were left free 

loan rn , the peasams in d ebt. In many cases the 

debtor tITh 1° ^ repa * d by the second generation of the 
mm,on l l ! :ancellatl °n Board settled a total of nine 

the lenders^Th ° an amounts between the borrowers and 

whntt S co g h 2ab,: n r When "T ™ 

debtor and also in spite of theT °h ^ paymen ‘ wUh ‘, 
wherein rh^ rioK, , ^ enc ^ er producing a document 

times ThL actuaPa pay ™ a " d a half 

aCtUal amou "t of the debt, we in the Debt 
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Cancellation Board cancelled the full amount of loan given to 
the peasant. Thousands of debtors were thus liberated from 
the clutches of moneylenders and usurers. 


Sense of dedication 

We were enthused with dedication and zeal for social 
reforms in those days and attached great importance to these 
assignments rather than craving for positions of power. It is 
true that unlike today, there was much less po itica 
interference at that time. The Board worked independently 
without any interference. Nobody could influence our 
decisions. The sole objective of the Board was the welfare o 
poor peasants. Members of the Board dispensed justice with 
great sense of honesty. There was not an iota of corruption 
and bribery in those days. And if there was any, we in 
Board were far far away from that evil. We had distanced 
ourselves from material greed. With Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah as our leader, we wanted to see the ligh o y 

Kashmir in our dark surrounding. , , 

A hope and a desire kept our dreams emblazed. We had 

become used to it during our long free om strugg e. 
realized that we could win the hearts o t e peop 
banishing corruption, bribery and oppression agains 
poor and famished people. We lived with them were part of 
them and we were a witness to and a victim of the tyranny of 
an autocratic regime. However, it is true that some peop , 
who had been the victims of autocratic regime like their 
compatriots, began to behave like rulers. They gradua y 
adopted the same attitude that their predecessors ha 

adopted. 1 

Food crisis 

1950 and 1951 were very unfavourable years for the 


'Should a reader presun* .ha. ideological .raining of NC cadres was only 
superficial? 
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peasantry in Kashmir. Agricultural production met with a 
shortfall during these two years, and the valley was faced 
with food shortage. Popular government now at the helm of 
affaiars failed to handle the situation. In stead of providing 
relief to the peasants, the administration adopted such 
repressive measures as to revive the memory of the days of 
autocracy. People began to feel disenchanted with the 
National Conference. They were greatly resentful of Mirza 
Afzal Baig, the Revenue Minister in Sheikh Abdullahs 


cabinet. NC workers were also among the disgruntled lot. 
Once he had to run away from a rally when he was faced 
with criticism from the public. The peasants were fed up with 
governments method of procurement ( mujivazah ).' Green 
pastures, about which the leaders of freedom struggle, had 
been speaking about so vigorously seemed nothing but a 


mirage. 

However, notwithstanding this state of affairs, many NC 
activists showed remarkable fortitude and patience and 
I stood with them. We felt that there was the need of creating 
a platform within the party through which the grievances of 
the peasants could be brought to the notice of the 
government and its attention could be diverted to the 
p a ems of the peasantry. In 1949 a committee by the name 
Kisan Committee (Peasants Committee) was formed. Its 

Dari* ^ ie Ghani Trali, Abdu r-Rahman Rahat, 

™°°? ar Hanj °° ra ’ Moti La l Misri and I. Its meetings took 

Lawveypora'chakRa'is 'sT San8ren (Shu P i >' an) Tulkhun ' 

We usil ^ ’ , R ’ Shu P i yan, Parigam and Pulwama. 

government^! i°- C ^ P easants a nd persuade them to ask the 

end to feudal system*We' reforms in order to pUt 
_ ' e enc °uraged them to pressurize the 


according^ th^total? ff °° d S rains (essentially paddy) levied 
peasants were required to 7^ . OU8ht under paddy cultivation. The 

grainaries and obtain a clear-. ? P ° SU . lhG quantity of levy in the nearest 

almost an arbitrary system nCe ceit *^ cate from the officer in charge. It wa ' s 
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government to develop irrigation system and provide better 
seeds to the peasants so that agrarian output could be 
increased. These were not just our ideas that we wanted to 
disseminate; these in fact were the guidelines set l0rt ^ * n 
Naya Kashmir Manifesto. It had promised to put an en to 
tenancy and to make tenants owners of the land they ti e . 
Kisan Committee invited the attention of the peasants and the 


government to this ground situation. 

At last, the popular government implemented agrarian 
reforms. According to these reforms the following ormu a 
was adopted: 


Proprietorship up to 
100 kanals 


- half of total landed property 
to go into the ownership of 
rh#» tenant on half the price 


100 to 182 kanals 


Above 182 kanals 


- one-fouith of total land to 
go into the ownership of 
tenant against one fourth of 
price 

- without any compensation 


The government constituted the Land Reforms Committee 
in April 1949. Its task was to put an end to lan or 
transfer the ownership of the land to its tillers. But before th 
committee submitted its report and recommendations Sheik 
Abdullah announced agrarian reforms in a pu ic ra Y 
was the first historical and revolutionary step a er 
won freedom. A large number of landless peasants became 
the owners of land. Prior to this reform, the peasants were a 
the mercy of landlords. No more was the peasant to sweat for 
the landlord. Evidently, Sheikh Abdullah opened a new 
chapter of development and progress in Kashmir. No doubt, 
there were some deficiencies and lacunae in these reforms 
and at times one felt that the step had been taken in haste yet 
notwithstanding all that, Sheikh Abdullah made a lasting 
place for himself in the minds of the peasantry in the State of 
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Jammu and Kashmir. Those who were nothing more than 
paupers became the owners of landed property overnight. 
This is a unique example of social justice in the whole of 
India. 1 


Levy on paddy yield 


One more issue staring into the face of the peasants was of 
levy, technically called mujwaza. Levy was imposed 
according to land acreage. The acquired quantity of paddy 
was stocked and then rationed to the dwellers in cities and 
towns. The mode of imposing levy was the same that existed 
under landlordism. The levy did not take into account how 
much paddy was to be procured from a peasant, and what 
was the status of the land or the needs of the peasant. Paddy 
was procured from small as well as large-scale holders. 
A peasant whose land yield did not suffice his needs beyond 
three months had to surrendr a portion of the yield while a 
prosperous landowner with more than 12 months of stock 
in his granary, too, had to surrender paddy to the revenue 
officials. No discrimination was made between the haves and 
have-nots. Normally grains should have been procured from 
big landholders and stock holders; small scale holders and 
petty peasants should not have been forced to part with 
their small yield in the name of levy that did not suffice their 
own needs. 

Yet one more anomaly was that paddy was procured even 
rom a village which had deficit produce. It was unjust that in 
or er to meet the food requirements of prosperous and well' 
to o denizen of cities and towns, the poor and starving 
peasants in the villages were taxed and thus made poorer, 
at in procurement system, the peasant was paid a 


Musi i ml andl'o rds'of the' vaH eT ^ ref ° rm Were in the 

manipulated Hictr-i ,• in conniv ance with local revenue office 

among their nrool"' ‘° n , and fragmentation of their excssive holdings 
reforms P 8 “ y ■* <■* hoodwinked the impact of land 
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small amount in advance to help him in his agrarian pusuit. 
But generally, the peasants paid that money back to t e 
government as land revenue. It was blatant and un eara e 
exploitation of almost entire peasantry of the State, e P e 
peasants could hardly produce five or six mont s o 
requirements from their land. But when a portion ro 
meager produce had to be surrendered to t e ’ 

naturally resulted in deepening of food crisis. In. order to 

sustain their family for the remaining six ^ ont S ° , f 

they were forced ,o approach the stockholders anddentes of 
grains on interest (vadi daresO'. The rate of .merest was 
unbearable for the peasanats. 

Procurement 

Apart from levy, the government collected paddy fmmthe 

peasants under another scheme cal e P roc - u . . . t ^ e 

scheme also made no distinction between the tag and dte 

small landholders. What actually happene 

was procured not from those landholders and s ‘« k ^ S d 

had surplus but from poor peasants who were already faced 

W An^rS — ^s created * — and 
bribery tampan, among ^the 

peas^n^p^lsmyin^way in which ^and^ords^were doing It 

appeared as if despite the r ' s !"* reaUy cha „ ge d for them? 
enveloped our peasants. Had t g and me(hods of 

Under peoples government g ^ a |i.i n dusive. 

imposing levy and proaireme ' 2 forced to adopt a wrong 
Grdinary peop'e werei know y ^ ^ tehsilj most 

political direction. In the Nam installation 

of the people were facing food shortage, w 

~‘Grain merchants gave the 

promise to return the grains within . • ^ ^ This was as 

interests in kind and not in cash. H 
oppressive a practice as usury was. 
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of peoples government not only paddy but corn and wheat, 
too, were brought under procurement scheme. This 
exacerbated the distress of the masses of people. The reason 
advanced for promulgating this black law was that it was 
necessary for maintaining regular supply of food grains to the 
urban population. Was the peoples government meant to 
care for the urban population only and not to listen to the 
woes of the rural populace? * 1 

The method of collecting levy was tyrannical and 
oppressive. A peasant who delayed depositing the grains in 
time was punished with “tiktiki' 1 in local terminology. It was 
clear that the new political arrangement was much more 
tyrannical and inhuman than that under autocratic regime. 
The picture of Naya Kashmir projected by the NC leader 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah now appeared dark and hazy to 
the peasants. They asked if that was the sun of freedom, 
which they had envisaged to rise while they groaned in the 
darkenss of a long and dreary night of slavery. We were 
embarrassed because we suspected that the government had 
deviated fiom the goals for which we had made sacrifices to 
run the movement for freedom. 


Dayalgam peasant movement 

Suffering and torment to which Kashmir peasantry was 
subjected in post-freedom period was in no way different 
from the one it had faced in pre-freedom era. During the 
autocratic regime, the peasants at many places had raised 
their voice remonstrating that the administration cared only 
or the urban sector. It will be reminded that sometime before 
awn o freedom a strong peasant movement had 


admi^istfatkin s 0rta p e mismana 8 e ment of paddy supplies, Sheikh’s 

1 Tiktiki was firs, i i , B eanm 8 something like ‘Potato Patriarch • 
Protestors were ** days of autocratic rule of the Maharaja, 

called tiktiki " ^ ^ ^ 1 len ^ asllecl wi[ h special leather batons. It wa ' s 
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surfaced in Dyalgam, Anantanag. Abdu s-Salam Yatoo, 
Habibullah and others were at its forefront. The peasan 
movement became too strong in South Kashmir to>unnerv 
even the cadres of National Conference. They consi ere 
rival movement threatening their existence. Many a time, 
leadership at various levels tried to discourage an W1 P*T 
the peasant movement 1 but without much success. 

Mirza Muhammad Afzal Baig, (Revenue 
addressing a peasant rally in South Kashmir. en 
speaking against the peasant movement, a gir )U ™ , f 

the stage and put a traditional Kashmiri wo ™ an , ^ a 

iqasaba) on his head. This incident became the catalyst for a 

local poet to compose the satirical verse 
Qasaba hat ke badley 
Diya dehqan zadi ne 

Government turns deaf ear 

The Peasant Commttee (Kisan Committee) fonned after t^e 

inception of popular gov ' r "^"‘ r ^ghK We worked hard 
awareness to the peanuts about th g ( inst the 

to collect peasants at various plac P injustice to 
wrong ways of procurement and a ^ st de ° f £ar to these 
peasantry. The government turn named Karim 

complaints. In Devsar, Kulgam ’ , P But the government 
Wagay led one such protest r y* 

ref r p e e d rsonX brought this desperate simahon of*e 

peasants to the notice of Mirza Muhamma^^ ^ ^ ^ 

times, stressing on the need » suggestions of 

procurement operation system. I m system and 

eradicating bribery and corruption in thesyrtcm 

dissuading people from harbouring miscon p 

-• • -o lYochmir. One wonders 

'NC never tolerated any political opposm fo id instead of giving a 
why NC did not bring the peasant mov Movement was more a 

raw deal to it. Its leadership felt that the Peasant Movei 

defiant than a cooperating phenomenon. 
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National Conference. I proposed that grains procured from 
poor peasants without taking into account their income and 
needs, should actually be obtained from big landholders and 
grain stockists/hoardres. This would stop callous and 
injudicious procurement campaign, and the peasantry would 
heave a sigh of relief. I added that in doing so the peasant 
would be spared the coercion and bullying by corrupt 
officials and functionaries of revenue and cooperative 
agencies. My plea to the Revenue Minister and the district NC 
leader, Afzal Beig was that if these suggestions were 
accepted, it would help in collecting sufficient food grains 
and secondly people gradually getting disenchanted with 
National Conference would return to the fold. 


Atrocious 

I was simply stunned and shocked by the reply and 
reasoning of Mirza Afzal Baig. He said that some poor people 
in villages were reported to be storing the paddy of big grain 
merchants in their granaries in order to keep it away from the 
sight of revenue functionaries. He said that this had forced 
the government to procure paddy from the well-to-do as well 
as poor landholders and peasants on a uniform basis. 
I had told him that most of the villagers were faced with 
scarcity of food grains from the month of June or July till the 
time of harvesting. This made them buy foodgrains from the 
stoc holders on a higher price. I had suggested that the 
needy peasants be provided foodgrains from the procured 
stoc s or three months of June, July and August. This would 
s^ve pooi peasants from exploitation by the horders. I said 
is wou a so plug the possibility of some of the peasants 
w. hn g to hide the stocks of the hoarders. 

ex ^ • 6 OFe severa l cases in which we had made an 

and Akinn 7 L " e; optlon For example, in Hashangpca 

.o d c k A rr d :r re the peopie wh ° ^ , due»the 

*“ernmem ed T, 8 ™ "chants. The fesult was that the 

estimate^fot-that area° CUre P “ Wy tha " ^ 
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Beig was not disposed to listen to what we pleade 
We were trying to wipe the teats from the eyes o su g 
population. But alas, we were not at all made pnvy 
antics in the inner circles of the party, and the admmistratt. 
Some elements in the regime of the day were keen* 
interested in perpetuating the levy an procurem . n 

The fact was that by perpetuating the tyranny an PP 
of grain procurement, they filled their own coffera along «h 
those of many other government functtonanes.. Indeed they 
appropriated a large share from .t for themselves. 

^Pr^mremen^offtcialt^usually re ^ u ' Sl j*? ne ^g e guns' C They 

some people in possession of pad dy according 

misused their official position by p nower through 

to their sweet will (by d.^^^^^ced^rdinary rural 
the gun wielding associates). began to gravitate 

people from the policy of NC «*£*££to Parian, 
towards communal politics and 


The gradual shift T he village named 

Let me recall an incident in t is c close to Kalshi 

Dunipora in Kulgam tehsil f £ e ° a ccompanied by his gun 
(Bihibagh). The P^™“ " a nd forced his way into 
- totting comrades came to this 8 t he house 

the house of a peasant. There Wa f ^ y ° (pe 8 rh aps in a slightly 
and he told the procurement ° fflc€ *<~P £ before the 
loud tone) that there= were* d not any surplus paddy 

harvesting time set in. He said the$e simp i e words 

to give to the government^ O 8 truth spo ken by the 

the officer flew into rage because . H e ordered that 

youth suited neither him nor the gov beating was so 

the young man was of 

brutal as to take his life. There a is that there 

this tyrannical conduct. The sad pa tQ pro pose a 

was nobody to listen to what was going > ss j on he 

remedy If the peasant raised his voice against oppres 
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was immediately labeled as Pakistani agent. That brought him 
many more miseries and hardships. 

As a result of a reign of terror let loose against Kashmir 
peasantry, those who till the other day had raised the slogan 
of “Beware invaders^ we Kashmiris are ready to fight you 
back” (hamelh awar kababardar/bam Kabmiri bain taiyyar), 
were now forced by their own masters and leaders to shift 
their sympathies and hopes to the invaders from across the 
border. Apart from revenue and cooperative functionaries, 
the procurement officials began a mad race of amassing 
wealth through illegal and corrupt means. Ironically the 
National Conference as well as the people were distancing 
from the Naya Kashmir agenda, each for its own reason. All 
voices raised against this injustice were ruthlessly stifled. The 
people were pushed to political void instead of political 
awareness. 


Peace Conference 

In those days a movement called Peace Movement was 
fielded under the leadership of Saifud-Din Kichlu. It was a 
non-political organization, which was joining its voice with 
the international voice against the use of atom bomb. 
It demanded banning atom bomb. This movement sprang 
soon alter the dropping of atom bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in Word War II as a result of which millions of 
peop e had been killed and millions more were afflicted with 
radiation impact..The movement’s sole purpose was to 
save humanity from the disasters of war, and motivate all for 
n ° f P eace an d piogress. Julie Curie, Picasso and the 
Some h antei ; b T Ury were among its outstanding leaders. 

Muhammad Sadiq^ed d!!^ 5U ' L KaShm ‘ r 
mnvpmpnt q lGd the mov ement. A facet of this 

memorand n' ‘° ° blain signatures of people on a 

Rallies were'or" ernant j'n8 imposition of ban on atom bomb. 

intematfonal 1 )° iaed 

I believed that peace Wa 7!h & Str ° nS V ° taiy ° f WOrld peaCe ’ 

e„ most important pre-requisite 
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for social, psychological and moral progiess. I believed that 
every one ought to serve humanity and make is 
contribution. 

Punitive action 

Once I met Sadiq and told him about the ouster' of som 
workers of Kulgam tehsil by Mirza Afzal Baig for fact on 
reasons. One among the ousted persons was A u * 

energetic NC worker from Tsawalgam in Kula 8‘" tehsi . 
the NC did soon after ousting the rule of the Maharapt and 

assuming power for itself, was to stifle any volC - n 

raised against its wrong policies. The NC ea .ers u ^ tQ 

order to keep itself saddled in the seat o po • ^ 

it that no voice other than theirs was raise an out 

valley. Thus self-seeking leadership ir V^ e ^ tQ put t he 
each activist in the organization who sidelined him 

agenda of Naya Kashmir into action, an targette d 

uncremoniously. Abdul Kabir was one oers0 n. Not 
because he was a selfless and an outs P° was f rame d 
content with that, a case of swindling party derground. 

against him and this forced 
Thereafter, he began hobnobbing ^ 

founded by Mohiud-Don Qara. I fold of 

possible to drag Abdul Kabir and ot ers ^ [Q leave the 

Peace Conference, then they wou 

NC platfonn and go to some other P a ^- admitting 

Once I placed a suggestion beforeSachqm ^ 

this alienated activist to the Peace It was arranged 

them from taking a wrong pohtica ce an d Sadiq 

that we would call a rally of peace c Abdul Kabir 

would be addressing it. I had talked to nm 
presenting himself in this rally. relative in this area 

The fact was that Afzal Baig had W av. Thus a 

and he wanted this relative to maiiatain ,. Wan , When 

conspiracy was hatched to oust A u jvised against 
Baig came to know about the rally, he advised aga 
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holding it. I tried to convince him that it was going to be a 
peace conference for world peace and that Abdul Kabir was 
a non-political worker and, therefore, had been included in it 
so that he did not go astray. But Beig refused to budge. 
Anyway, after receiving the consent from Sadiq we went 
along with the preparations. We publicized the impending 
conference in the villages far and wide. We announced that 
Sadiq would be presiding over it. In those days Mir Qasim 
happened to be the private assistance (PA) of Baig. On the 
instructions of Baig, he came to Sadiq and tried to convince 
him not to attend the rally. Sadiq was taken in by Qasim’s 
words and excused himself from attending the conference on 
the appointed day. Next day, Damodar Bhat and I, together 
reminded Sadiq that he was scheduled to participate in the 
conference that day. Sadiq declined to come. In truth, Mir 


Qasim had given him a distorted picture. In any case we went 
ahead with preparations with great fervour. One day, on the 
instigation of Afzal Baig, truckloads of armed policemen and 
some goons from the locality suddenly appeared on the 
conference premises and attacked the participants. They 
spread panic and chaos by attacking right and left and 
dismantling the platform. They attacked the kitchen in which 
food for the delegates was cooking and strewed the ground 
with cooked food. They attacked us, the organizers too. 
A dur Rahman Rahat, Motilal Misri, Damoodar Bhat, Abdul 
Kabir Warn and I were made main targets. Wani was arrested 
because he had been charged of embezzlement of party 
un s. A warrant under section 512 was issued against me. 
ie goons physically manhandled me. This atrocious attack 
3 W3Ve °T ear in Ku 'gani. Damodar Bhat received 
1 a w vr' U TT r ' d back m Srinagar he showed these to the 

Lccomoan t m , a man Raha ' a " d Moti Lal MiSri b °‘ h 
T, r iSUnCtly reme n*er that a well known 
lawyer named Lat.f Ahmad had been entrusted the 
manipulation ofthesoonsanHo d c entrusted 

g s and a defense council was formed. 
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Sadiqs belated stand 

On learning about the event, Sadiq left for Kulgam. He met 
me in Bijbehara and took me to Anantnag under cover. 
We went to the residence of Mir Qasim. He left me in one 
room and went into another where the Deputy Commissioner 
of Anantnag had already arrived. Sadiq spoke harsh words to 
the Deputy Commissioner. He told him that if we were to 
suppress brutally a convention or a conference for peace 
during popular government, then how could we speak of 
freedom of press and platform? It is a cruel joke with the 
concept of freedom of press and platform. He decided to 
proceed to Kulgam because the area was still rocking with 
the fury of the goons. The Deputy Commissioner tried to 
dissuade him arguing that it would create a law and order 
situation. But Sadiq was determined to go. At Kulgam he too 
stock of the ground situation. His visit certainly reduced the 
atmosphere of tension and fear to some extent. Aziz Laway 
and Ahsan Rishi of Tsawalgam had also received in j u ™^ 
Sadiq met them and they apprised him of what precisely had 
happened. He realized that the convention was delibera e y 
disrupted and that the pretext carved out was that it 1 no 
really intend to give a call for peace but was an attempt to 
pressurize the government into discarding evy 
procurement. The reality is that this was no 
theobjective of organizing the conference. 


Anti- procurement move 

This was the first hideous stroke at the roots of free ^ 
expression in democratic Kashmir. A ter 1 ’ g of 

deliberately began to propagate a 8 a ” s “ a ^ , ncident had 
levy and procurement system. g continue with its 

revealed that the government mtencI raUies - m 

oppressive policy in this regard. Kaharavat and 

Zainapora, Mohanpora, Wodoora, 
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other villages. We raised our voice against forcible and 
repulsive methods of imposing levy and procurement. 
We asked for stopping these and collecting food grains 
through a just and reasonable method. A rally was organized 
in Memandar Shupian. The government of the day tried to 
mislead the people and whip up passion against us. 
A shopkeeper of Memandar permitted us to use the space in 
front of his shop for the gathering. Abdul-Majid Banday of 
Shupian and Amirullah Khan of Yaripora were also present 
among the audience. The goons hired by NC leaders attacked 
this rally and tried to disrupt it. They labeled us Indian agents. 
Fortunately, the shopkeeper pushed us into the shop and in 
that way saved us from the assault of the hooligans. They 
continued to hurl abuses on us and stoned and battered the 
shutter from outside. Sheikh Mansur of Kachhdoora was the 
lingleader of this group of assailants. They decided to wait till 
nightfall and then set the shop on fire and roast us alive. But a 
noble man of Gagren, then present in the village, conveyed 
the news of this conspiracy to one police inspector named 
Ghulam Ahmad of Shupian. The inspector took a timely step- 
A posse of about thirty policemen landed in Memandar and 
save o d us from being roasted alive. He took us to the police 
station in Shupian saying that we were to be punished for 
raising our voice against levy. The goons were satisfied on 
hearing that, and in this way our lives were saved. 


Struggle continues 


We did not succumb to pressures from the government- 
Conversely, we reinfoiced our efforts to run the movement 
against tyrannical levy and procurement system. I remember 
t at in Tswalgam, some women working in the fields were 
singing the song in my praise’: It said 


Rishehdev cbhuh diwanjameh petheh 
Amneh mujahid waray qhha 


taaray 


usuSly W ° men ’ WOrkin 8 


I- ' 
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(Rishi Dev is sending telegrams from Jammu and asking 
the peace volunteers are safe) 

This shows that the ordinary people not only sympa 
with our movement but also came forward to e Y ° nn 
in a moment of crisis. The government was en 
trampling the healthy movement under its iron e • 
diverting people’s attentiion from serious econon 
facing them, and was misguiding them by raising emotional 

slogans. 

Setting the record right 

I would like to set right a blatant d^tornon of fac^s^yy^ 
Mir Qasim has recorded in his autobiography that ^ 

first to raise his voice against the metho op ^ white j ie> a 
that Abdul Kabir was impressed by it. n to 

totally unfounded claim. Of course, he had 
kill the movement. In his capacity - P^"n rally, 
Afzal Baig, he had conspired to disrup ^ preS enting a 
a nd he had also played a conspicuoi j dist i nc tly 

distorted picture of this convention o < ^ Sadiq an d 

remember that when he dinned into ra iiy j he 

managed to dissuade him from P 3 * 1 ^ organ izers were 
had told him in no ambiguous words Hindus who were 
some Indian agents and a handfu o agenda was 

brewing something against us and that ihetr real agen 

to do away with procurement . 19 jcanvan-i-Hayai .), 

By distorting facts in his autobiograp y credit for 

Mir Qasim has tried to claim for himself the 

- i ^.shmiri Pandits as Indian 

,9 It became the culture of NC to stigmatize t ie * ca lling them Indian 

spies. Even Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah di no ^ t jie unbounded 

|* gents in his biography. The irony is that those rJtion had the cheek 

largesse of the Indian government generation a b Amusingly, the 

to label the deprived and sidelined Pandits as In ia ‘ § a hitya Akademy. 
biography Atash-e-Chinar has been awarded by 
( Translator’s comment ) 


92 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGH TS 


movement against levy, revenue and procurement affairs. 
He has brazenly evaded mentioning real actors of this story. 
But truth cannot be hidden for all times. 

At that point of time Mir Qasim happened to be just a PA of 
Afzal Baig. He did not play any role in practical politics. 
How could a PA go against the wishes of his boss and 
appreciate the slogan “We will give our head but not surplus 
(sar denge surplus nahin denge) raised by Abdul Kabir Wani? 
The harsh reality is that Qasim wanted to publicize this 
movement as a communal movement. He had become the 
chief adviser to Afzal Baig in perpetrating governments 
policy of oppression. 

My ouster from NC 

After the Memandar convention, a conspiracy was hatched 
to oust me from National Conference. Even at that point of 
time I continued to take active part in seeing to it that the 
constiuctive programmes of the party were successful. I took 
part in many peace conferences outside the state. I can 
fondly remember my participation in the conferences at 
Bombay, Calcutta and Jalandhar. In these deliberations, 
reputed Kashmiri poet Dinanath Nadim 1 , Professor Apurab 
Somnath and Abdul Ghani Namtehali, comprised our group- 

National Conference had deviated from its plan. It took to 
empty slogans and unprincipled policies. Sincere and 


Nadim ranks among stalwart Kashmiri poets of post-indpendence 
period. As a patriotic poet, he commands much respect with younger 
generation. He had leftist leanings and had also visited China. 

ro purab Somnath was a renowned Professor of English literature, 
r-m " SOcialist Geology and was active in National Conference. He 
, 8 ? re 1 ost Graduate Department of English in Kashmir University, 

trinsh orTT a V ded 8reUt respect from Ns large student community. Th* 
Univers?rv h F d H ° ng association with him during our stay at Kashmir 
v^dett^h/r S ° me , UnknOWn "***», perhaps as a matter of personal 
at a young age^ Cned t0 - ,ammu University against his wishes. He die 
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dedicated activists began to be sidelined. I, who had ddicated 
my life to Naya Kashmir programme of Sheikh Abdullah, was 
now an uwanted entity to be sidelined conspiratorially. 

I was still the halqa (circle) President of National 
Conference. Maulavi Saeed had assigned to the President of 
District Committee, Nabeh Ji the task of removing me from 
my position. To accomplish this, he came to my village 
Zainapora. Prior to his coming an incident had taken place 
there. This village also was adversely affected by food 
scarcity. Villagers were in a critical situation. They had held a 
large rally demanding urgent supply of foodgrains. At that 
time I had gone underground. After the event in Memandar, 
the government had issued a warrant against me. The 
allegation brought against me was that I had insinuated the 
people of Zainpora to bring out a protest rally on the issue of 
scarcity of foodgrains. In Zainapora, Nabeh Ji gathered 
information about the ground reality. He was convinced thgt I 
had no hand in inducing people to bring out a rally against the 
scarcity of rations. A mob of six thousand persons came 
together. He labeled me as extremist and then he proposed 
to the crowd to remove me from the post of hcilqu president 
and suggested a new name. A mob of six thousand people all 
in one voice took my name again and again. Then Nabeh Ji 
asked the crowd to suggest the name of the delegate. Again 
the crowd took my name repeatedly. Then in a vein of satire 
Nabeh Ji asked them to propose the name of a peon. The 
gathering resounded with my name. The people told him in 
loud and clear voice that they would never become an 
instrument of removing Reshi Dev and replacing him by the 
apple of somebody s eye. Nabeh Ji had clear instructions 
from party leadership to throw me out. He returned dismayed 

and disappointed. . 

The fact is that I did not stick to my position in National 

Conference by the largesse of any stalwart in the 
organization. I had the fullest support of the people of my 
aria. This was a time when the seeds of communal hatred 
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had not been sown into the minds of ordinary people: 
religion had not been mixed up with politics. People gauged 
a man by his honesty, sacrifice, dedication and his spirit of 
serving the cause of the people at large. 

Anyway, even after these happenings, 1 continued to be 
part of National Conference. Ostensibly, the party 
leadership, henceforth, gave me little importance. On my 
part, I desisted from flattering party leadership and resorting 
to sycophancy. Not coming out of the party, 1 continued to 
contribute whatever little I could towards the welfare of the 
general public. The leadership looked at me with suspicion 
and this was bound to make my voice ineffective within the 
party structure. 


A new turn 

A crucial turn in my political life took place with my fhst 
meeting with the famous comrade Dhanvantari in 1947- 
In Siinagai, I met with him a number of times. 1 was 
immensely impressed by his thoughts and ideology. His 
political understanding and attractive thoughts had induced a 
good number of political workers to jump into the political 
fray of the State with all the sincerity and dedication. He had 
been a close associate of the great martyr Bhagat Singh. The 
Bntish colonial rulers had sentenced him to seventeen years 
of imprisonment in exile for being an active freedom fighter. 
However, he was set free only a few years before India 
attained freedom. Born in Kali Jani in Jammu, Comrade 
hanvantari suffered fragile health because of torture and 
incarceration inflicted on him by the British imperialists. 

espite all that, he worked with unremitting, dedication 
P n^, in sixteen hours a day. Whenever I happened to 
.? t0 ^ mmU ’ * invariably stole time to see him at his 
know om \ Wa f during these vis its in Jammu that I came to 

Ghuhm iT C ^ ders llke Kr *shen Dev Sethi, Ram Piyara Saraf, 
Ghulam Rasool Azad, Ved Pa! Deep and Muka! ji. 
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Uncertain Nay a Kashmir 

Much earlier than 1953, people had,, by and large, begun 
to express uncertainty about full implementation of Naya 
Kashmir agenda. Political upheaval in the valley had already 
landed National Conference workers into a state of 
frustration . 1 

Sheikh Abdullah was arrested in 1953- At that point of time 
I was busy addressing the problems of peasants. I had scant 
knowledge of how and what pawns were moving on the 
political chessboard of the State. But I had clearly discerned 
one significant thing and that was a noteworthy change in the 
political speeches of Sheikh Abdullah and especially of Mirza 
Afzal Baig. In their latest speeches they were spitting fire 
against India and the Hindus. Their tone was rife with 
communal hatred. I distinctly remember that in his public 
speeches during those days, Beig repeatedly said that the 
real agenda of National Conference was to economica y 
paralyse the Kashmiri Hindus exactly to the extent that they 
(Hindus) were forced to do menial chores of servants in t e 
houses of the Muslims. 2 

Prior to this, Sheikh Sahib had visited New York. We were 
told that some American dignitary by the name of Stevenson- 


'Allusion is to the events preceding and following August 9, 1953, the day 
on which Sheikh Abdullah was removed from power. Curiously enough, no 
political party in the country ever demanded instituting o a ommission o 
Inquiry into the dismissal and arrest of Sheikh Abdullah. 

2 The anti-Hindu and anti-India undertones in the thinking of the 
found expression in an Urdu booklet of about 33 pages tit e as mu mein 
aksariyyat ko aqalliyat mein badalne ki sazish authore ">y one a lim 
Rather, an NC MLA from Tsrar-e- Sharif and Finance Minister during Faroe>q 
Abdullah’s regime. Today, (February 2008), he is the lea er o opposition in 
the J&K Legislative Assembly. 

3 Adlai Stevenson, an influential US Congressman was the running 
presidential candidate. He had visited Kashmir in early summer 1952 and 
held secret meetings with the Sheikh. It is generally believed that he was 
supportive of Sheikh’s dream of independent Sultanate of Kashmir. 
( Translator's comment ) 
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had come to meet him here in Srinagar and that the Sheikh 
had conferred with him for several hours in private. 

The Sheikh was arrested in 1953- This event was followed 
by strong protests by the people. Communal elements found 
a good occasion of spreading anti-India hatred among the 
people. The event provided an opportunity to ordinary 
Kashmiri of misconstruing the intentions of India. We were 
also linked up to the event. The rumour floated was that we 
had gone to Nehru and reported to him the critical situation in 
Kashmir.' But our detractors could not find any success for 
their game plan. People knew it well that my travels outside 
Kashmir were undertaken only undr the agenda of Peace 
Conference. They knew that I participated in the rallies of 
this movement. I was not a minister: I had no access to the 
circles of political class that was at the helm of affairs. I had 
special interest in the fundamental programme of National 
Conference while I remained involved in Peace Conference. 
I worked with singular dedication for that cause. 

Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad had stepped into the shoes of 
the Sheikh. Once he sent for me and offered me the position 
of Bloc Development Officer. I had hesitation in accepting 
government job. Had I agreed it would have meant that I had 
to become a yes-man for all good or bad decisions that the 
government would make. 


Works of public utility 

However, on the advice of Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq, and 
some more progressive leaders, I resumed my activities in 
National Conference. A voluntary force named Peace 
Brigade was raised from the cadres of National Conference 
und Bakshis leadership. Its aim was to rein in the activities of 


i C ,° UrSe a casual sitting with late Dr. Niranjan Nath Raina, I 

The vet!? h i f Ub,e ? f circum stances leading to the arrest of the Sheikh- 
laml rn T ldeok ;g^ made a cryptic remark. He said, “When things 

(Translators note) ^ t0 and See tllat he was removed ’' 
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the hoodlum and political hooligans. The Peace Brigade also 
aimed at stifling the voice of dissenters along with that o t e 
hooligans. But the fact is that gradually the Bakhshi used this 
force to consolidate his authority and to stifle all dissenting 
voices.’ I maintained clear distance from this notorious out '*• 
and while trying to save myself from its calamitous reac 
continued with my association with the Nationa on erence. 

I did prevail upon the government of the day to do some 
selective works for the public good. I was also instruments 
in obtaining sanction of digging some canals or irriga ^ 
arable land. Among these canals are those o Ris ip° ra > 

Litar, and Maslaawara. Much before 1963, a me 
Sheikh Abdullah along with several delegations and 
made him agree to the project of digging t e ainpora c 
This canal brought prosperity to dozens of villages 1 
area. I was instrumental in getting several schools upgrade 
after 1953 episode. Along with that we a so a suc *“ . 
opening some new schools in the area, was a so 
involved in opening some hospitals an ispensari 
area. My efforts were crowned with success w en , 
the roads in the area were asphalted. Apart from my deep 
involvement in these works of pu ic uti 1 y 

instrumental in organizing several conferences and 
conventions in the region in which activists received briefing 

on contemporary political scenario. . mtilitv 

I. should be mendoned that all these works of pubhc utday 
that I undertook were accomplished w.thout the 
instrumentality of middlemen and contractors. , 

example, the rate offered by the government for earth 


, . . n f “kuntreh ” literally 

'Kashmiris gave it the nickname or P nmnuntof thirty 

twenty nine and fifteen. Its acivists were 

rupees per month. Out of they signed or put 

revenue ticket that was o ' recived twen ty- nine rupees and 

th^r thumb impression. Thus they ac J sixteen annas ) as their 

fifteen annas in hand (a rupee tnen i , „ 

monthly cash dole came to be nicknamed as u p 
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mowing was seventeen rupees per thousand square feet. 
Fifty per cent of this would go into the pockets of the 
contractor. He paid just seven rupees per thousand square 
feet to the labourers. I organized village folks for doing this 
work. We managed to accomplish many other works by the 
villagers themselves without the instrumentality of the 
contractors. The villagers received a good deal of 
remuneration for their hard labour. We ensured that the work 
was done efficiently to our satisfaction. The Rishipora canal 
stands out among the works we completed. The village 
people dug it jointly. 

Another problem faced by the people of Zainpora was the 
shortage of firewood because the forest stood at a long 
distance from this village. Firewood remained a persistent 
problem. I had put a suggestion before Bakhshi Ghulam 
Muhammad that instead of permit system, firewood depots 
were opened in different villages and that would do away 
with the corrupt practices prevailing in the department. 
Although Bakhshi agreed with me but he was surrounded by 
a clique of contractors and his brother Bakhshi Rashid who 
had vested interest in the prevailing system. They did not like 
my suggestion and felt displeased with me. They began to 
conspiie against me and made it a point to sideline me. 
Evidently, such people considered me a thorn in their side 
and an obstiuction in their loot of public property. However, 

I put my heart and soul in the service and developmental 
works of my area. 


Tryst with ideology 

I actively paiticipated in the deliberations in political 
camps. I used to emphasize upon political workers to read 
the thought-provoking writings of intellectuals like Sardar 
Jaatan, Knshan Chander, Maxim Gorky, Lenin and others, 
ey wrote about human fraternity and support to poverty- 

fuller Pe ° P f e a " ° Ver the worlcl wanted them to be 
fully aware of democratic values. 
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A year or two later, when Bakhshi Rashid became General 
Secretary of National Conference, Bakhshi Ghulam 
Muhammad had very little need of men like me. Once in a 
public rally in Kulgam, Bakhshi Rashid and S amsu m 
openly declared that their party would not tolerate P° * 1C£ * 
activists unless the Peace Brigade patronize t em. 
those persons who could flatter Bakhshi Ras i W ^ re ^ 
considered true workers. Those who had their mdmdua 
thinking were considered among his enemies, e 
Rashid) felt that people with independent min 

obstruction in the family rule‘stveraUemarkable 
During the regime of Bakhsh , ]itira i 

achievements were made despite unleashingSP 
oppression and hooliganism. One cou mei ^°” schoo i s 
education up to the highest level, °P e ™ 1 ^’ . many 

and colleges construction of roads and bridge andl many 
such developmental programmes. Nevert e > 
showed little interest in creating con mo ^ sses G f 
training of political workers or acquainting the masses 

people of the realities of ground situation. arrange 

It fell to the lot of Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq to «nmge 
camps for imparting political tiaining o ^ activit j eS- 
leadership was bent upon scutthng t is par ^ cuhure of 
NC leadership was responsible fo -P Patriotic 

sycophancy and flattery for . were rfclelined one by 
and politically alive workers in the middlemen 

one. As already stated, I had firmly oppose flattery. This, 
and contractors who were adepts in t e a rea j 

harmful skill distances a true political wor e j was 

mission and makes him succumb to' P e £°“ 5 of National 

removed from the position of lehsil 1 resiu 

Conference. 

SpUt in NC f 

Fed up with hooliganism and authoritarian ° 

NC leadership, (Bakhshi regime), Ghulam Muha 
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parted ways with the Bakhshi. He founded the Democratic 
National Conference (DNC). For some time, the DNC very 
ably performed its role as the party in opposition 
strengthening democratic traditions. It spoke for genuine 
rights of the people. But later on, owing partly to lust for 
power and partly because of pressures from the central 
government, Sadiq returned to the fold of the Bakhshi. 

One more reason for my ouster from the NC was my name. 
To be a Hindu was my biggest disadvantage that denied me a 
berth in the council of ministers or in the assembly. There 
were many sincere and dedicated political workers like 
myself whose ability and merit were taken a negative point. 
The 1906 Communal Award of the British imperialists still 
remained in force in one way or the other in the whole of 
Hindustan and particularly in Kashmir. A number of my 
students became ministers during the regime of Mir Qasim. 
Even Sadiq, who was a person of high ideals, honest to the 
hilt, a socialist and a patriot, too, inducted capitalists into seats 
of power. For example, he inducted the members of Burza 
and Tirath Ram families into the Assembly 1 and in this way he 
missed the opportunity of allowing grassroot and sincere 
political workers to represent the people in right earnest. 

Bakhshi’s exit 

Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad was obliged to tender 
resignation under Kamaraj Plan.- He was succeeded by 
Shamsud-Din. It was during his regime that the drama of 
stealing the holy relic in Hazratbal shrine was stage- 


1 ' Ti T ^ Ur f a J US ' n f S fami 'y was connected to Sadiq, and Tirath Ram was 

tTr-mJ mked tQ thC D-P ' ° har famil V through matrimonial alliance. 
(Translator s comment) 

Bakhshi'wT'fntT^ re 'j K)val some political personalities from power. 
Plan. Kamar-ii T i° 1 ] em ' He devised the ingenious plan called Kamaraj 
Congressmen t T 1 le Congress President at that time demanded all top 
Bakhshi was trapped. resi8nations to strengthen the party. The 
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managed. Actually, the relic had been displaced. The galley 
submerged into great commotion when the news o t e os 
of the holy relic was broken. Angry mobs came out on stree 
to make strong protestation. People of a ait s, 

Sikhs and Muslim in the valley greatly rosente t e ou 
The relic was recovered with great difficulty but.the: rea 
culprit has never been identified till date. e t ^ e 

mujrim ko pesh karo (produce the^ ^j£o fthe Cent ral 
choice banner news of the dailies. T fruitful 1 

government in recovering the holy re ic piove tous 

Hoodlums, thugs, corrupt ministers an 

bureaucracy in Bakhshis 8 ove ™™ e " me int0 being in 1957. 
traditions asunder. In reaction, DN restore 

On e ofthe m ainobj«^e^thS^'^ !itds ^ end> it 
democratic values and social y opposition. I joined 

wanted to perform the role of a / ^ of the Tehsil 
this organization and was made n ine mv s tint 

uni, £ a member of - 

in DNC, we could organize party ra . on of the 

many places. The aim was to oc ^ ^ government, 
people on wrong decisions an attacks of Peace 

During that period, we had to 

Brigade. I arranged a rally in Zainap nearly twenty 

of Sadiq. Despite governments opposm ’ DNC 

thousand people assembled Ana ntnag tehsils also, 

conclaves in Badgam, Kulgam work for this 

Occasionally . traveled to Jammu t.^ peace 
organization in its rallies tner . . , . s b u t we 

Brigade usually threatened mad —^ ^ of 
remained undeterred and carne 
restoration of democracy in the state. 


- 1 bv Bakhshi Ghulam 

'Grapevine has it that the relic was mot her have a glimpse 

Muhammad’s brother Rashid Bakhshi to et us Shastri to Srinagar to 

and receive the blessings. Nehru deputed Lai Bahadur. 
help recover the relic and cool down pu 3 1C te 
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Sadiq’s U turn 

The year was 1962. Without taking us into confidence 
Sadiq rejoined the fold of Bakhshi Rashid’s National 
Conference. Girdhari Lai Dogra, D.P. Dhar, Mir Qasim and 
Sadiq himself took this decision. On the ground we were 
cautioning people that DNC movement was aimed at 
bringing political stability and eradicating hooliganism and 
corruption from the state ruling apparatus. With Sadiq taking 
the decision, we had to cut a sorry figure before the public. 
DNC had been brought into existence just to pressurize the 
government of the day to address major problems facing the 
people. When the stalwarts of the organization joined hands 
with rulers of the time just for the lust of power, we were 
lendered helpless. Sadiq brought pressures on me to join NC. 
Despite my reluctance, I acceded to his insistence and 
rejoined NC. 

But, by that time, further erosion within the party had taken 
place. There was no alternate platform to give vent to the 
grievances of the people.. I was opposed to Bakhshi 
Rashid s high-handedness and hooliganism. He stuck to his 
earlier stand of not giving us any position in the party 
structure. Our word was never heard on the forum of the 
pai ty. Instead of encouragement, many of my colleagues and 
I were tieated with communal prejudice. A policy of 
segregating and teasing us was deliberately pursued. 

Pak intrusion of 1965 


Pakistan s second armed intrusion began in 1965. Now this 
was the time to do something for the territorial integrity of the 
country. Ignoring all differences, I girded up my loins to 
T ° n ’^ e P e °ple against the conspiracies of the intruders, 
tiave e to most of the villages in Shupian tehsil and 
e . P eo P^ e to iemain united against the incursion of the 
enemv cau ^* one d them about the conspiracies which the 

KakTsL WaS ^ atC u ng ' We or S ani ^d impressive rallies in 
raspora, Mujihpathri, Ram Nagri and Shadi Marg villages 
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and areas. We exhorted people to live close to one another 
and remain united. The infiltrators could easily come rom 
forests of Yusmarg. Not caring for my life, I often went eep 
into those areas with or without security but accompanie y 
local people. We created hurdles in the path of in i trators 
their way to the towns of the valley. The infiltrators wer 
repulsed. Once again Kashmiris gave a befittirio irep y 
nefarious designs of Pakistan. They had the tools of fratern y 
and unity in their hands to resist the enemy wit 

My Hindu name 

Election to the Legislative Assembly was round d Q f t he 
But a little earlier, Sadiq himself had laid the foundation^ 
Congressa party for the whole of the State, was t ^ e 

I was made President of Shupian Tehsil Cong*® ■ c 
time for distribution of tickets for assemb y ee ^ 

1 was surprised to see that with Sadiq at ” e e who had 
the tickets were given even to some example, 

become the guides of the infiltrators in • Bu d g am 
Sadiq Ali was the Congress candidate e$sor 

constituency. He was not a member o eit ^ ^ that he 
National Conference. The only creden infiltrators, 

had become a notorious person m g ul ' candi date from 
Abdur Rahman Dar was made a g Uy a staunch 
Keymu constituency. He was fundaments ^ very 
supporter of Jamaat-e-Islami and its po \ 1 1 • . and 

sincere, honest and steadfast workers ofB a 8^, 
Keymu, namely Abdur-Rahman ^ ^ case with 
respectively, were ignored. Thi insIru mental in 

Budul constituency where a Bloc ’ ion in t he area 

encouraging the infiltrators to wreck 

was given mandate . 1 there was no 

Evidently, under these circumstances, 

- -1 .. succe ss of militancy m 

'These examples throw a flood of light on tie rap ^ t h e militants is 

Kashmir before and after 1990. Thus hobno n 1 leadership¬ 
nothing new for NC or other political parties an 
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question of I figuring anywhere in any list. I was dubbecl a 
communist or a Bata (Hindu), good enough negative 
qualifications to keep me out of sight. A number of 
delegations from our area met Sadiq, Mir Qasim and D.P * 1 to 
protest against this decision of the Congress but to no avail. 
I lelt it was very difficult for me to remain active on all fronts. 
The trappings of a Hindu name held me back from my 
movement onwards on all political fronts. It hurt me. Greatly 
dismayed with ground realities, I decided to resign us 
president of tehsil Congress and Provincial Committee. 
I found there was no place for secular politics in Kashmir- 
People with prejudicial attitude and of communal hunch had 
held political parties in their clutch. Imperceptibly, the 
intention of separating the State from the Indian Union was 
buttiessed from inside the party. Thus there remained only 
the Communist Party, which, in my perception bore the 
secular label in terms of its name and ideology. 

Stepping out of Congress, I joined the Communist Party, 
and filled the nomination form for the membership of 
legislative assembly on behalf of this party. But my 
application was rejected on the pretext that I had not taken an 
oath of loyalty to the Indian Union. 2 Applications of many 
more candidates of our party were rejected on the same plea. 
Indeed Congress leadership wanted to see their nominated 
candidates winning the election without a contestant. 


‘Durga Prasad Dhar, the scion of great Dhar House of Safakadal, was an 
acuve progressive worker of NC. He had established dose connections with 

i eW e 11 and was considered a link between J&K and the Centre. He 
became Union Minister for Planning and also served as India’s Ambassador 

rn JT' "r IT l an f VUned tastes > * le had approach to Nehru and Indira 

Gandhi. He died of heart attack at an early age of 58. 

nolitira^ I * fo| S |' n ^ ^ ^ *1* and ‘ t libeled as Indian agent is not admitted to the 
todirn mlIT" he dedines '<> »n oath „f allegiance to .he 

the commi.n t °, astltutlon ' This shows the deep-seated prejudice against 

the community, (translator’s comment) 
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Jamaat-e Islam! 

This was the time when Jammat-e Islami schools (darsgah') 
were opened in villages and localities throughout t e va y 
These seminaries gave great momentum to fun an "* en , 
ideology. Serious efforts were made to undo the teac 
fraternity and equality brought by Laleshwari 
and Shaykh Nurud-Din Wali 1 from the val ey o 
Retrograde and imperialist forces and orgamz 
foreign countries provided substantial amounts 
through local anti-national conduits in or er ^ike 

campaign for the popularity of Jamaat-e Is jammj ^ 

unconcerned spectators, pseudo-seculla P opment 

state authorities in Kashmir watched this V ^ 

without moving a finger. They pretended not ^ , f 

anything with this situation and behaved m 
*ey saw nothing and heard nothing. The truth is that y 
were overt and covert accomplices in these si?! ; party) 

After becoming a member of the ° pa But 

I functioned as the General Secretary o ^ ace Q f t he 

within a span of one or two years, I saw t e r j n „ My 

Communist Party behind the mask that ! C ™ when I was 
association with the Communist Party had S dufing thos e 
introduced to Comrade Dhanvantari. Howe ^ f^eals of 
days there seemed some compatibility M ava Kashmir 

National Conference and the Socialists. a justice and 
Manifesto of NC was committed to so was blunte d 
eradication of poverty. Unfortunately, 11 
by the politics of communalism and opportun. too, 

After joining the State Communist Party, priority to 

compromised with retrograde thinking. t trac iition of 

professions that dealt a severe blow to t e g ^ part y as 
social justice. Hindu-Muslim hatred ha in e j ts wa ys and 
well. The party was communist only in nam 

'I have already challenged his credentials in an b " 
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methods were remarkably similar to that of the Congress. 
Here also personal merit of the workers was ignored and 
their importance to the party was gauged through the prism 
of religion. Communist leadership behaved arbitrarily and 
without political principles; they served their self-interests. 
The interests of society and the nation received second 
priority with them. 

I am reminded of an incident pertaining to the Communist 
leader of the Valley namely Abdus-Sattar Ranjoor.' A land 
tiller named Abdul-Kabir lived in his locality. He had been 
forcibly evicted from his landed possession. Actually Sattar 
Ranjoor wanted to buy that plot of land for himself- 
I considered this mean act totally against communist 
ideology. I could no more continue to be an active worker ol 
this party. 

Z.A. Ahmad, the known communist leader was in-charge 
of Kashmir branch. I related the black deeds of some of the 
party workers to him. But strangely he did not move his 
finger. Some people closely associated with Ranjoor 
indulged in timber smuggling practice. I conveyed this too to 
Ahmad. But no change was visible in his approach. All that I 
could understand was that my plain speaking was gall to him- 

In 1979, Harkishan Singh Surjeet came to Kashmir with the 
purpose of opening a branch of CPM. He called me to 
Srinagar. He told me that he had dedicated his whole life to 
the cause of the peasants and to promoting secular against 
communal politics. He said that I should take active part in his 
party. He made me vice president of Kisan Mahaz. I was 
invited to participate in the Peasants Conventions in Trichur 
in Kerala, and later on, in Midnapur, West Bengal- 
I participated in these conventions on my own expenses. 
I was also invited to be an observer in Vijaywada communist 
convention. I made this trip again on my own expenses. 

was getting freedom fighters pension from 1972, which 
ma e it possible for me to participate in these conferences. 


34 Mihtants gunned him down in his own home. 
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The scenario at this point of time was that people flocked 
to National Conference with the motive of amassing wea 
and spreading hatred against India in the minds o or inary 
people. Likewise, the echelons of Communist Party, t , 
towed the same line. They had scant care for ring g 
political awareness among the masses o P e °P 
addressing their pressing problems. In great 
I witnessed this sordid turn of events and c ose to 
tight lipped. , v 

Now I remained confined to my home an to ° , 

ancestral profession of attending to my P 6 ^/^ 
pursuits. For most of the time, I kept myself busy with 
peasantry. The dream, for which I had wasted P«wou ^ 

of my youth, was lost in pitched darkness. Despi e 
from o__ , of C.PM or other parties, 


of...;, r ^uin, was lost in piicntu - - , rtip< . 

Tom so-called secular organization of CPM[or 
I distanced myself from the mess and painfully watched t 

vicious game of self-aggrandizement and nepo 1 
_i _oc nrOtagOniSlS 

in 
in 


° ame ot self-aggrandizemcm --r 

swing. Political parties posing as only in 

secularism and local governments wer interest in 

grabbing positions of power. They ^^j^Hzing 
resisting external forces that were ben P Q f 

the state and society. There was a scram ® were nQ 
power, for wealth and for selfish interests. And eyen 

qualms of conscience if these objectives were ac sect j ons 
by trampling under foot all democratic norms o ents Q f 
of minority as well as the weaker and depnv 
society. . , . bitter 

During the stewardship of Sadiq, I ^ ad to isolate 

experience of how them Mir Qasim made a lace t hem 

him from ordinary party workers. He wante o t he 

by his own henchmen and loyalists. When Sadiq^w ^ ^ 
chief minister, Mir Qasim managed to rope in Indira 

took them all the way to New Delhi to o ge a an( j s h e 

Gandhi was the Prime Minister at that point o gs anC [ 

was profoundly knowledgeable about t e Sadiq 

other leaders of Kashmir. Mir Qasim s grouse 
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was instrumental in treeing Sheikh Abdullah from the prison; 
he meted out to him a liberal treatment. However, Indira 
Gandhi knew that most of the Kashmir MLAs were “Khaliq 
made” who had not even the remotest concern with the 
politics of the state and its problems. She sent them back 
disappointed and dismayed. She had bluntly told them that 
Khaliq made” members of assembly were not competent to 
take decisions like that. The “Khaliq made” term referred to 
Abdul Khaliq, the then Deputy Commissioner of Anantnag 
who had helped most of these dissenting members to win the 
elections uncontested by fraudulently rejecting the 
nomination papers of their opponents. In that election, 
nomination papers of those candidates who did not enjoy the 
favour of Mir Qasim had been rejected under one or the other 
pretext. The common pretext was that the applicants had not 
submitted their affidavits in accordance with the constitution 
of the Indian Union. My nomination form also met the same 
fate. 

During the closing years of Sadiq government, Mir Qasim 
had made it very difficult for his supporters in the party to 
work in Congress organization. At the end of the day, Sadiq 
had understood Mir Qasim’s machinations of internal 
subversion. He coveted the seat of chief minister. I had an 
opportunity of meeting with Sadiq a short while before his 
death. In that meeting, he candidly expressed that he had 
become the target of Qasims conspiracy, which resulted in 
the Congress party passing into the hands of opportunists. In 
the same meeting, he expressed to me that he intended to 
contiol the damage and take into his hands the reins of the 
party. He even exhorted me to take active part in the 
Congress. Soon after this meeting, he was taken ill ancl 
removed to Chandigarh where he breathed his last. 

Mir Qasim 


Mir Qasim succeeded Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq- He 
gan his administration with a free for the jamaat-e Island- It 
mg to iis support and encouragement that four or fi ye 
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known Jamaatis managed to win assembly seats in the 
election. In Nandi constituency, the Congress candidate lost 
by six thousand votes. The reason was that Mir Qasim had 
fielded a close relative of his against this official candidate. 
Some Congress candidates were deployed in his election 
campaign. Despite spending a lot of money, he could win 
only by a small margin of two thousand votes. The Jammat-e 
Islami candidate won by seven thousand votes. This was how 
Mir Qasim scuttled the chances of Congress winning the 
constituency. He played vital role in dividing the Congress 
vote. It was during the tenure of Mir Qasim that Jamaat-$ 
Islami succeeded in recruiting anti-Indian elements in the 
ranks of administration so that the voice of the nationalist 
movement would be stifled in the state. 


Sadiq 

Notwithstanding some of his mistakes, Sadiq was 
politically energetic and vibrant. He showed much interest in 
imparting political training to workers. As a result of his 
efforts political training schools were opened at many places 
in the valley during 1948 - 49 - Two such schools were opened 
in Mujahid Manzil and Malang Pora in Pulwama. had 
participated in their briefings. This was a good and useful 
experiment. But later on, Mirza Afzal Baig an 
Ghulam Muhammad both discouraged P oh ^ nt 
programme of these schools. These were ultimately closed 

down. During his tenure as C^ef Minister, 
than desirable importance to Q ’ , 

diluted principles of democracy^hat were once * 
him. Towards the last days of his lire, new y 
of Mir Qasim. I lost all hope in Sa iq- 

Secularism Abused , 

i- ,,*> that had launched hate-Hindu 
The in-power clique ^ during the regime of 

campaign was methodically P . . ncident A sma n village 

Mir Qasim. I am reminde zainpora. Apart from a 

named Sofi Pora is located close 
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majority of Hanafi Sunni Muslims, there existed some 
Ahmadia 1 families also. The nambardar of this village 
belonged to the Hanafi 2 sect. The villagers had many 
complaints against him and wanted to replace him with 
another person who hailed from Ahmadia sect. The 
nambardar (headman of the village) went to the District 
Congress President in Anantnag. He made him a gift of eight 
hundred rupees in cash and a canister of ghee. With these 
gifts, he managed to win his favour. It is amusing to note how 
the district president pleaded the case of the Hanafi Muslim’s 
candidature. He incited the Hanafi Maulavis of the village 
against the Ahmadis with all conceivable vulgarity. For 
example, the maulavis said that if a dog was drinking water 
from a stream, people downstream could drink from that 
stream but if in place of a dog there was an Ahmadi, then 
downstream water was disallowed (haram ) for the Hanafis. 
The matter was blown out of proportion and tension 
escalated so much so that the Ahmadis were threatened that 
their houses would be set on fire and their lives endangered. 

In those days I happened to be the Congress block 
president. Some elders of the Ahmadia sect came to me with 
their complaints. In my capacity as Congress Block President, 
I approached the SSP of Anantnag to tell him that he should 
send for the elders of both the communities and impress 
upon them the need for reconciliation. I thought that the issue 
of nambardai'i would become quite serious if made the 
source of hatred, between the two communities. The 
behaviour of the Hanafis had also caused some anxiety to the 


G u am Ahmad of Qadian in Punjab was the founder of this sect. His 
o owers are called Ahmadi or Qadiyani. He declared that Muhammad was 
not tie ast ol prophets. Pakistan does not recognize the Ahmadis as 

Mi icl i me 


m W j, S ° ne ^ amous four great theologians of Sunni 

Mushm faith. He flourished at Bukhara in present-day Uzbekistan in 8th 

r‘ S theolo « ical sch ° o1 called Hanafi School of orthodox Islam 
attained great fame in the sub-continent. 
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Pandits of Zainpora. Their delegation to Mustafa Khan, the 
District Commissioner of Anantnag, had expressed its serious 
apprehensions. But the DC, instead of committing the 
government to the protection of a minority, took them to task 
in a manner as if they had not even the right to express their 
fears. In the meanwhile, some Hanafi persons went to see 
the district Congress president to speak against my initiative 
of forging amity between the two communities. The 
President gave them a patient hearing but then flew into rage 
expressing why a Hindu should interfere in a case that 
pertained exclusively to the Muslims only. For me, it was 
only an organizational issue and not a Hindu-Muslim one. T e 
President spoke to two persons (Abdur-Rashid of Chitragam 
and Ghulam Qadir Baba of Babapore) that their priority was 
to cleanse the Congress parity of the people with tia t e 
crimson colour, which Hindus put on their ore ea s . a 
right had a tilak- bearing person to meddle in this issue he 
asked? Abdur-Rashid was formerly a member of e i 
Front and on my persuasion he had joined Congress, 
me the next day and related to me the story in u • 

This is how Congress became an mstrumem of 
propagating communal hatred during t e tenu 
QasL 8 Th,s 8 was the period in which 

state received encouragement. Th g looted 

open field for bribery and corruption. Bureaucr cy <x>ted 

public exchequer. This phenomenon — ^ 

A ciose study will show that many among oeriod 

today are thol who were 

Various political orgamzatror* a ° n “ ldment before 

and inadvertently, contributed to Prior to 

and after 1947 just to achieve their P<^ 

1947 , the struggle against the Ma t |iere were 

struggle against Hindu as y™ e “ fysbmir movement in a 
some Hindus who opposed the Q population had 

manner in which a P ani ™'" C and decisive struggle for 
also opposed. Yet in the g re 
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freedom, the Hindus and Muslims of the valley fought 
shoulder to shoulder against the autocratic regime. 

After the reins of power passed into the hands of National 
Conference in 1947, the party selectively targeted Hindus for 
ouster from various walks of life under one pretext or the 
other. Most of these Hindus were protagonists of secular 
ideology and religious tolerance. For example a Kisan 
Conference leader and nambardar Shivji Bhatt of Fatehpora, 
Anantnag was forced to leave Kashmir after 1947. But he 
managed to get this order cancelled by paying a bribe ol 
eighteen hundred rupees to National Conference. He is the 
same Shivji Bhatt whom the Muslims of Fatehpora had made 
to lay the foundation stone of the mosque at Hazratbal 
Fatehpora. This mosque remains till date the symbol of 
Hindu-Muslim fraternity of Kashmir. 

I am reminded that when Sadiq laid the foundation of 
Congress in the Kashmir, the Sheikh pronounced it an 
organization of the Hindus. He raised the slogan of social 
boycott ( tark-i- mawalat ) against those who joined the 
organization. People were told neither to dine nor talk to the 
Congressites. A wave of hatred was spread against the 
Congressmen to the extent that once in Bogam, ICulgam, a 
Congressman named Ahsan Khan offered prayers in the local 
mosque. At that time hey was spread out on the floor of the 
mosque instead of furnishing. After he had read the namaz , 
the people collected that hey, dumped it outside on the 
ground and set it on fire thereby indicating that they had 
purified the mosque of a sinners presence. Thus healthy and 
out reaching political vision was replaced by conservatism 
and shortsightedness. 

Left parities were no exception to this retrograde culture. 
From the very beginning, the Communist party was also run 
a ong communal lines and that was the reason why I quit it. 

e icate and secular workers were sidelined while 
mae actors like timber smugglers and drug traffickers were 

under H mt ° ^ P3Ity and encoura ged. All this happened 

under the patronage of Ranjoor. 
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Return of Sheikh 

Indira-Sheikh Abdullah Accord of 1975 took place when 
Qasim was at the helm of affirms in the State. Sheikh became 
the Chief Minister. He termed the Plebiscite Front era as the 
period of aimless wandering. But the anti-India and anti 
Hindu elements boosted during past twenty or twenty two 
years were now in the seat of power. The Sheikh tota y 
ignored the leadership of the minority community. 
For example instead of Moti Lai Misri, a dedicate ree om 
fighter, a Hindu judge was given the opportunity o 
representing the Hindu minority in the assembly, is P^ rso ^ 
had not even the remotest link with the community a 
The same treatment was meted out to the peop e o 


Muftis machinations 

Bribery and hooliganism broke all records during this 
period. I would not like to go into those derai s. 

Dr. Farooq Abdullah succeeded the G S hulam 

carelessness, inexperience and f ,-hipf minister. 

Muhammad Shah was able to grab the seat o oroD elling 
The union government, too, played some National 

him to that position. Under his ^ te and Far0 oq’s 

Conference came into existence. S . later Mufti 

sister Khalida Shah headed this by inciI i g his 

Saeed manipulated the ouster of • • Kashmir. 2 The 

goons to attack and loot the Hindus in ° villages were 
Hindus of Dhanav, Bogund, Wanpoh and other g 


'Perhaps allusion is to Mohan Kishen 1 u - A nan tnag were attacked 

'The Hindu houses and some temples in t e ru 0 f violence, the 

and damaged. Despite repeated demands o incident nor debated the 

State government never ordered an inquiry into re lief to the affected 
issue in the Assembly leaVe alone provi mg ' j nc jj a in V.P- Singh 
Persons. The Mufti became Home MinIS J* elhi ' sSh ahiImamofJamia 
government on the strong recommendation o 

Masjid. 
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made the target. Apart from these villages, Hindu temples at 
Lokeh Bhavan, Fatehpora, Aeshmuqam and some more 
places were destroyed and Hindu houses targeted. 

Prior to this vandalizing, many false and baseless rumours 
were spread to stoke the flames of religious frenzy. It was 
rumoured that Muslims in Jammu were massacred and the 
dead bodies of Kashmiris were sent to the valley in three 
truckloads. The only purpose of spreading such canards was 
to instigate Kashmiri Muslims against the Hindus. Muslim 
groups in Anantnag district organized rallies and while 
expressing their anger, attacked many Hindu settlements, 
vandalized their temples and looted their houses. For the first 
time after 1947, a planned conspiracy was hatched to force 
the Hindu minority out of the valley. Behind all this 
lay the greed among the Congress leaders for grabbing 
political power. 1 

Farooq again 

The Shah government fell and Farooq began his second 
stint as chief minister. The minority community was gripped 
by insecurity and fear. Religion and politics had got mixed up 
in Kashmir for quite some time. In the election of 1989, 
religious fanaticism was at its peak. All anti-India and anti- 
Hindu groups joined hands to form the Muslim United Front 
(MUF). The opposition adopted precisely the same antics as 
were adopted by the National Conference earlier. 
Previously, NC used to ask for votes in the name of Islam and 
Pakistan. Now the MUF asked votes in order to implement 
Nizam-e Mustafa (The Order of the Prophet). The fact of the 
matter is that the foundation of communal politics in Kashmir 
was actually laid by Mirza Afzal Baig. People of Kashmir fully 
remember the green handkerchief and cubes of rock salt, 
w ich Beg used to brandish in public rallies when 


an'yresuh. nditS ^ demandin S an inquiry into the event but without 
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campaigning for NC elections. These were symbolic of 
Pakistan. After 1953, Baig used to seduce the audience in his 
speeches with these demonstrative antics. He persisted with 
his anti-Hindu rhetoric throughout that period. 

However, after forging election partnership wit 
Congress, Farooq could not continue to pursue is 
dichotomy. The role was left to the MUF. The NC had on y 
one option to win the elections and that was of rigging- e 
government resorted to undemocratic ways o ° 
attempts of some candidates of MUF to win assem Y 
Anti-Hindu lava gathered together dangerous y, an 1 
burst sooner or later. It was in 1990 that this belchmg lava 
engulfed Kashmir. A tiny spark was needed to igni e 
spark came from Pakistan and its notorious ISI 

Kashmir bureaucracy strongly contributed to th*scm^ 
It was already overstuffed with such elements as ^ 

encouraged anti-India propensity- b urea°ucracy were co- 
some cases, some segments of 
promoter of organized terror in Kashmir. 

A resume t 

The beginning of Jammu and Kashmir f ^ d ° h ” “ot and 
in 1931 had unfortunately begun Mahar aj Ganj. 

vandalizing of the Hindus of Vichar ag ^ t j me its 
In 1989-90, the story was repeate ^ to say that 

dimensions were much different. It is n ^ ^ is t hat ever 
the 1990 events sprang all of a su en - ^ jj t ical leaders 
since 1947 all political organizations an f an dizement 
fanned the flames of communalism or ideas of 

° r for political aspirations. Prior to ’ but a fter the 
Sheikh Abdullah had created a ray ° t oo resorted 

attainment of freedom and coming top the Muslim 

to same antics and manipulations, ^ ^ because he 
Conference had pressed into service. perpetuate his 

felt that that was the way in which e 
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Sultanate over Jammu and Kashmir . 1 While fighting for 
power through democratic methods he, at the end ot the day, 
succumbed to undemocratic ways and means. His old 
colleague Kashyapa Bandhu raised this issue several times in 
the meetings of the Working Committee. Many times he 
advised him not to mix up politics and religion. At one time 
he had suggested that the Awqcif (Muslim Endowment Trust) 
should be given in the hands of a religious organization 
without any interference from the Government. He had said 
that the ruling party adhering to the principle of secularism 
would get bogged down with religious affairs and thus would 
find itself distracted from addressing crucial administrative 
and political matters. Sheikh Abdullah rejected this 
suggestion. Kashyapa Bandhu left National Conference. In 
one of his speeches, the Sheikh had said that Islam is the sun 
and all other faiths are its satellites. 

This was a startling transformation in the thinking of a 
leader who once was the standard bearer of secularism in the 
valley of Kashmir. It was the same Sheikh who had raised the 
resonant slogan of “Hindu-Muslim-Sikh eltehacT (Hindu- 
Muslim-Sikh unity). The fact is that in those days he was 
trying to win the trust and confidence of the people of the 
State. He used to raise slogans that suited his impending plans 
(without conviction tr). But it was a stupendous calumny, and 
today we, the Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs of Kashmir, are 
facing its consequences. It is necessary to mention that 
Sheikh Abdullah never gave any importance to Kashmiri 
Hindus in Kashmir’s social, economic and political life 


of 


'It is strange thaf.tbe author has not tried to analyse and lay hare the mind 
7 Sheikh Abdullah while he was leading the anti-autocracy movement, 
uring the process of transfer of power in October-November 1947, at the 
nrecedinTms? 0 I ? t * ian Union Constitution and the period immediately 
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despite the fact that this community has been living in 
Kashmir for thousands of years. He often addressed them as 
“dhimmis"' (second grade citizen in a Muslim state) and 
desired to leave them to the mercy of the majority group. No 
religious harmony can be expected from superficia 
secularism based on this type of thinking. This accounts 01 
the growth and spread of communal forces in Kashmir unng 
the times of the Sheikh. Its first outburst took place in 1 


1990: funeral of hopes 

Kashmir political leaders who succeeded Sh ' 
Muhammad Abdullah, one and all left no stone u ^ rn 
nibble at political, social and economic rights o 

Hindus. . . . rhipf 

In 1975, Sheikh Abdullah began his secon stin 
Minister. He gave clear instructions to us cd lI \ . . 

D.D. Thakur that the latter was free to recrui anybody m 
government service except the Kashmiri m u 
reasons for him to hate the Kashmiri ftndu* 

Pandits were peace loving and nationstats. A ^ ^ ^ 
governments in the State systematica y ula for a n 

Kashmiri Pandits. This policy, the ces'w force and 

subsequent governments in the State, remain 
reached its peak in 1989. When terronsm surfaced^ ^ 
valley in 1990, the Kashmiri Pandit minon y and 

target. The valley was totally cleanse 1 ^ m the first 

Islamization of Kashmir was enforced 01 


'Non-Muslims living in an Islamic State are c ^ State is required to 
ojoy same rights and privileges as the Mus tms d f rom rendering 

eat them as second class citizens. They ar , . ex emption they have to 
military service (perhaps out of no trust) but 01 required to put a 

a Y the poll tax ijizya). Under Caliphate 1 J f tQ distinguish them 
rominent coloured patch of cloth on their s 

°m the Muslims. , < temp \es in some villages in 

2 Allusion is to the attacks on Hindu houses 
^antnag on the behest of Mufti Saeed. 
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place, the Hindus were threatened and intimidated, which 
forced them to flee Kashmir. This was followed by theii 
selective killing, loot and arson. Among the known Pandit 
personalities who fell to the bullets of the terrorists ■were men 
like Tika Lai Taploo, 1 Nilkanth Ganjoo 2 , Prem Nath Bhatt’and 
others, Enlightened and nationalist Hindus were butchered in 
broad daylight. In the length and breadth of the valley, the 
death dance was forced upon the Hindus. They were tortured 
and killed in barbaric manner. Even the Hindu women were 
not spared. A Hindu woman was cut into slices under 
machine saw. One thought that humanism had abandoned 
Kashmir and brutes and barbarians dominated the valley of 
flowers and verdure. Staff bearers of faith resorted to such 
barbaric and inhuman acts in the name of faith as would put 
humanism to shame. A gentle and experienced teacher and 
poet Sarvanand Kaul Premi and his son were kidnapped from 
his house. Nails were driven into his forehead. He was killed 
in most barbaric manner. His only fault was that throughout 
his life he had kept Kashmiriyyat and Kashmri language close 
to his heart. Bushan Lai Aminu, Avtar Krishan Raina of Avel, 
Kulgam, Pushkar Nath of Bejbehara, Radhakrishan of Shurt, 
Radha Krishan of Ashmoji, and Moti Lai of Bhangund are 
some of the names that instantly come to my mind/' All of 
these martyrs were brutally gunned down by the terrorists. 
What is most shameful and dastardly is that these terrorists 
also gunned down some of the kith of their victims who 
performed their death rites and cremated them. This was to 
strike fear and terror among the Hindus. Youthful and 


l BJP Chief, Kashmir Division 

-Justice Nila Kanth Ganjoo, the Sessions Judge of Srinagar who had 

pronounced death sentence to Maqbul Bhat for killing Anvar Chand of 

Nadihal, Baramulla, an officer in CID branch of J&K Police Department. 

•A popular lawyer, social figure and a scholar from Anantnag. 

p as mir Movementhas compiled a comprehensive list of the 

the Natiorv"l C H Vere the terroris t- They submitted a copy of the list to 

the brutal m Uman R ! ghtS Commission also. It has listed 1200 names and 
the brutal manner in which they were killed 
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energetic Pandit boys who had accompanied the dead body 
of Tika Lai Taploo to the cremation ground were later on 
gunned down one by one. 

For many centuries Kashmir has been the era e o 
learning and spirituality. All of a sudden it was pushe in 
the demonic abyss of insanity. Kashmir has produce gr 
spiritualists and humanists like Abhinav Gupt, Bhatta a , 
Khemendra, Laleshwari, Shykhul-Alam 1 , Ghausu za , ’ 
Dastgir Sahib, Parmanand and Ghani Kashamiri. u in 
same Kashmir, most inhuman and barbaric treatmeni 
meted out to a very small community the examp e ° 
one hardly finds in the annals of history. This is t e 
cut. Killing of innocent and unarmed people has e ' * 

the name of jihad. This insanity and religious r 
diametrically opposite to.the. 
style and its values. Should we hold only ^ 
for all this? I dont think it is the whole trut .• nt both 

Our political leadership and the centra g poU r 

have to be held responsible. All that Pakistan d ^ J e of 
oil on the leaping flames. The situation i sur ^ levei 

downright irresponsible attitude of 

leadership. . har2e of India’s 

George Fernandez was the minister in ^ ere be cam e to 
internal security at that time. In Srinagar, ^ . Q f saying 

assess the ground situation, he went to ^ becaus e the 
that the Muslims in Kashmir too to a^ ^ ^ -j^lin 
Kashmiri Hindus had dominated a wa £ U idip Nair and 
Singh, S. jha, Brij Bhardwaj, AyesJ»‘ „ is a matter 

other journalists of the ilk endorse not have even 

°f immense regret that these journa ists They had 

one per cent knowledge about the groun victimized 

no feeling of the pain and privations 

‘I have already raised my doubts about the ’ .j have tried to ana ^‘ 
t This is only a statement of facts The r f^uld have gone » 
l he deep contradiction in Kashmirian P S Y C ^ 
r °ots of the problem. ( Translator’s cotnmen) 
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people. Even they, too, thought that only the Hindus were 
the root cause of all the trouble. No human rights organization 
championing the cause of human rights here and there, ever 
uttered a word on the plight of the Hindus of Kashmir. 
Contrarily, they held Kashmiri Hindus responsible lor all that 
was happening. No human rights organization spoke a word 
about this barbaric treatment of the Hindus. All raced to hold 
the Hindus responsible for the unfolding crisis. 


Foreign hand 


History of external players conspiring to force political 
instability in Kashmir is of long standing. From 1847 till today 
imperialist powers have been targeting it for their strategic 
and other interests. From the time when reins of powei 
passed into the hands of Maharaja Gulab Singh, the British 
colonial power expressed in no ambiguous words its deep 
inteiest in the State. Later on, they installed their Resident in 
Kashmir conferring on him a wide range of powers. Then 
was incepted the British Trade Agency with overt objective 
of conducting trade with Central Asia. But in reality, this 
organization worked as British intelligence agency 
monitoring the moves of two big powers in the region, 
namely Russia and China. It aimed at neutralizing the 
influence of these two countries and their trading prospects. 
Soon after the passage of complete freedom resolution by the 
Indian National Congress, the British government began 
backing all communal and exploitative forces in Kashmir. 


Soon after the partition of India in 1947, Pakistan launched 
an attack on Kashmir using frontier tribesmen as the 
vanguard. It was the Government of India that took Kashmir 
case to the UN. But instead of punishing Pakistan for her 
aggression against India, the UN adopted a method by which 
imperialist forces could find it easy for them to go on with 
t ieir designs in Kashmir question. This provided them lever 
i i P eo ple in the name of religion so that they 

in market for their weapon manufacturing and 
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marketing enterprise. They did not hesitate even to create a 
threat to India’s integrity. These efforts shaped variously, 
Dixon Plan or appointment of Admiral Nimitz as 
Administrator. Sometimes the proposal of holding a 
referendum under the supervision of UN peacekeeping 
forces was floated. All this was aimed at damaging Indias vital 
interests and her secularist image . 1 


Not only Pak 

However, inspite of all this, conspiracies of imperia 
were defeated by the power and strength o n 
democracy. Pakistan launched its first attack on as m 
1947 and repeated it in 1965- However, in bot atternp 
had to eat the humble pie. In 1971, Pakistan ma e ye 
adventure, which too was repulsed by the peop e ^ 

and the democratic movement of Kashmir, a 1 usec j 

relented in her nefarious designs and intentions ^ 
terrorism as its alternate strategy. Kashmir P° whic h 
already deviated from those principles an se j ze d an 
formed the real spirit of Naya Kashmir. a * s * rece iving 
opportunity in 1990. She invited our you in 

training on her soil in handling weapons ^ defeated 

destructive activities in Kashmir. Pakistan a ^ ^ope of a 
‘ n an open war not once but thrice, an therefore, she 
decisive victory in any future open war . flto t h e valley- 
resorted to a proxy war by inducting terror ourse lves are 

But honest introspection will revea t a ^ e j.^ erate iy kept 
responsible for all this. Kashmiri politician dernoC ratic, 
Dolit ir*o1 ~ ___ A ^occp<; dispossess - — r x \7Pf6 


■ ■ li rtns deliberately kept 
ronsible for all this. Kashmiri poltticw ^ dem ocratic. 
itical workers and masses dispossess ^ey were 

gressive and scientific orientation- ^ meanest 
?ht was hero-worship and persona oy ideology> 

ruments. Contrary to promoting 


an 


->re III 


. j-^f jtfcirieuveft ^ 

1 insighi into this phenomenon c0 ^ ui '^ (tewDelhi- Al s0s 

1846-, 047 b, N.N. Rsinn, U"* Pe'W , oa , ‘° ns - 

TTT 
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Kashmiri leaders incited religious sentiments of the people 
and always cared for protecting their vested interest. 
Examples of how personal loyalty could boomerang are rife 
particularly in the case of political career of Atzal Baig. 
Throughout his life, he stood by Sheikh Abdullah through 
thick and thin. He walked hand in hand with the Sheikh from 
day one of the freedom movement. But when he was 
suspected of creating an obstruction in the path of favoritism 
and family rule, he was not spared and thrown out from the 
party. When, in a rally in Hazuri Bagh, he tried to place 
before the public his contribution and the treatment meted 
out to him, National Conference musclemen disrupted the 
rally and denied him the freedom to speak. They created 
disorder and pelted stones on the podium. Hiding behind the 
collapsed shamiana (canopy), Afzal Baig somehow 
managed to run away to a place of safety. 


6. 1990: The Great Deluge 


When this kind of humiliating and coercive treatment was 
meted out to a stalwart NC leader like Afzal Baig, oW co 
the “dhimmf' Hindus feel convinced of their security an 
safety in the given arrangement? Whatever happene 
the Hindus in 1990 is, in fact, the cumulative outcome o 
long-standing political shortsightedness o 
leadership. 2 There is hardly any need to explain w 
the political leaders whose machination roug 
Liberation Front into existence. Who buttress Jama ^ 
and who inducted political uncertainty into t e m 
Kashmiri masses? They were the enemies wit m 
were the people who swore by secularist ideology y 
with blatant communalism. 3 nresent day, 

Yet another amusing thing is that from anC j on ly 

every ruler in Kashmir concentrated on 

'Non-Muslims in an Islamic State are given the status of ^tax for receiving 
n «t allowed to be part of the Islamic army and have P not equal 

official protection. They are treated as only second class 
Clt *zens. See Supra. k an d in the following 

'This is a contradiction. In previous parts o t t cv0 f men in power to 

Paragraph, the author has indicated that it was t e p m j r . It was not 

f ing about obliteration of the Hindu minority awareness and 

Political short-sightedness but extraordinary p° 

determination. usually overlooked 

J Amusingly the Union Government led by Cong ‘ (ed Kashmir to 

communal propensities of the State Government an carried in its 

the world as its secularist mdel not realizing t at 
w °mh destruction of the minuscule Hindu minority. 
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one aim — amassing as much wealth as he could. 1 his aim 
was always given the first priority. Nobody seriously cared to 
apprise the masses of Jammu and Kashmir ol nefarious 
designs and intentions of conspiratorial elements: nobody 
showed any interest in resisting and confronting malefactors. 
Yes, everybody tried to stoke the flames of hatred and stifling 
environs. When the situation went out of control in 1990, all 
leaders sat hands bound, and watched the naked dance o 
death like indifferent and unconcerned persons. Whatever 
happened in 1990 did not touch their skin. They are enjoying 
life even now as gleefully as they did before. Those who 
became the victims were the Kashmiri Hindus en masse and a 
handful of nationalist Muslims. All terrorist organizations, 
JKLF , Hizbul-Mujabicleen , Allah Tigers , and Operation 
Balakot et al devoutly followed the main agenda of how the 
Hindu religious minority and a few nationalist Muslims of the 
valley should be uprooted and annihilated. How the Hindus 
should be reduced to the wretchedness of refugees banished 
from their native place. In winter of 1990, Kashmir environs 
resounded with slogans like this 

Aseh chhub banawun Pakistan 

Balav ros batebneiv san 

(We have to make (Kashmir) Pakistan/ Albeit without 
Bbattas (Hindus) but along with their Bhaltneh ( womenfolk)- 

The slogan undoubtedly reveals what precisely lay in the 
deep recess of the mind of terrorist operatives and their 
supporters and mentors. There could be no worse moral 
degradation than the one in question. 

The story of repression and tyranny unleashed against 
Kashmir Hindus goes back to six centuries. During the reign 
of Sultan Sikandar ( butshikan ) The Iconoclast, they were left 
with three options (a) run away (b) mix up or (c) face 
annihilation. Mixing up meant conversion and annihilation 
meant their wholesale massacre. From those distant times 
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down to 1990, the Hindus of Kashmir have been repeatedly 
f orced to choose one of the three options. In 1990, they were 
forced to leave their home and hearth. How could a 
minuscule minority withstand the onslaught of unimaginable 
tyranny? The desire to protect life makes a man do what one 


never can imagine. 

The Al-Safa in its issue of 13 April 1990 published a 
release. In it a warning was given to the Kashmiri Hindus t at 
if they did not leave the valley within 24 hours, they wou 
be massacred in cold blood. Look at the perfidy. On t le on 
hand the Hindus were handd out life threats to eave 
immediately and on the other hand a disin ormatio 
campaign was started that the Hindus left on the e es o 
Jagmohan, the Governor of Kashmir at that point o urn 
What an incredible canard this is? Those who ma e s 
assertions want to throw dust into the eyes of the nation anc 
the community. Have they forgotten that the , 

over the valley were fitted with loud speakers, w ic 
with all sorts of threats to the Hindus? Today they try to 
ignorance of the slogans they had raised at t at time 


following: 

• Jisko Kashmir mein rahna hai/Allah oAkhai 

(One who wants to live in Kashmir should recite Allah o 

Akbar or Muslim call for prayer) 

• Aye zalimo aye kafiro/Kashmir hamara c 0 

(Oh you tyrants and oh you infidels/ qu.t ou Kashmtr) 

• Kashmir mein kya chalega/Nizam-e Musta a 

• Hamen kya chahiye/Nizam-e Musataja 

(What will run in Kashmir/ Nizam-e Mustafa or the 
System of the Prophet? What do we want/Ntzam 


Mustafa)? 

• Jagojago sohh hui/jago jago 


sohh hui Chin ne bazi hari 


hai/ab Kashmir ki hari hai 

(Rise it is morning/rise it is morning. 

game/ now it is the turn of Kashmir) 


China has lost the 
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Consider these words of a handbill issued by Peoples 
League: 

Peoples League ka kya paygham/fath, azaadi aur Islam 
(What is the message of Peoples League/ Victory, freedom 
and Islam) 

Another flier says: 

O Islam hamara maqsad hai/Quran hamara dastgir hai / 
Jehad hamara rasta hai 

0 (Islam is our objeact/Quran is our guiding principle 
(constitution) jihad is our path 
O Allah Tigers did not lag behind: 

Allah o Akhar Musalmano jago/kafiro hhago jihac 
araha hai 

(Allah o Akbar Oh Muslims awake, O infidels, take to your 
heels jihad is proceeding) 

The struggle had begun for the realization of the objectives 
set forth in these slogans. One can imagine what would have 
been the lot of Hindu minority in such a surcharged 
environment. History will testify that prior to this event, if 
Pakistani cricket team lost a friendly match the Hindus were 
made to bear the brunt of the anger and wrath of the 
miscreants. Their houses were stoned. And if Pakistani team 
won the match, the Hindus would become objects of 
shameful taunts and humiliating insinuation. 

For these zealots, a Kashmiri Hindu was not a Kashmiri but 
as Sheikh Abdullah labeled them, an Indian agent. Was this 
atmosphere condusive for the Hindus to live in? The Hindu 
had been told in plain words that there was no place for him 
in the Nizam-e Mustafa or the Islamic theocratic system- He 
had already a bitter experience of being treated a second 
class citizen ( dhimmi ). At last in 1990, the Hindus had to 
leave their homes and hearths, their lands and properties, 
their shops and their orchards even the cremation grounds o 
their ancestors. It was indeed the destruction of a civilization- 
Does any community on earth leave its ancestral P* ace 
willingly? Does any community feel satisfied to replace its 
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peaceful and happy life by plight and suffering, destitution 
and misery which dog him in exile as a refugee in u nown 
places and among unknown people? Let common sense 
answer this question. May be an odd man is there w o, ol " ° 
his foolhardiness and perversion, would embark on sue 
disastrous course. But it is not conceivable in the case 
whole community whose antiquity is traced to ° US .^ n . , 
years. A decision like that would be unnatura an 1 ° 

It is not a moot point that although Kashmiri 
community did not fall in the category o capi a • 

it was not a beggar or a destitute community, t as , 
per cent literacy and all of them worked hard ™ * 
honesty to make both ends meet. That 

leave behind everything, their home and heart .■ ' ™ 
away for safety of life and honour shows that u.hadI been 
subjected to severest degree of subjugatton and suppressro 

for a long time. butchered 

Some of the members of this commum details 0 ne 

in barbaric manner. One shudders to na village. In 

such example is that of Brij Nath Kou ° , f their 

May 1990, Kauls wife and sister were kidnap^ tr^ 
village. Both the young women wer p were 

Their clothes were shredded into a " rape d. 

meted out incredibly shameful treatmen . tiec j to a 

After this inhuman act, the husban an was driven 

jeep in the village named Imam & i- ^ sp£ed The 
over the cobbled road during the y ujj e yhey cried 
couple cried and begged for mercy or a rescue. Not 

for help but nobody was willing to c ° , looked at 

only that, the onlookers in the ne#bo hood ^ 
them with spite. They were dragge more barbaric 

and they breathed their last. There are m ( record their 
stories like that and one needs reams of paper 
details. , la \ 0 f Amaneh 

Equally tragic is the story °[ B i ary . Terrorists lay 

village. He went to Daksum to co ec , They caught 
in ambush before he would arrive in 


128 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGHTS 

him and took him to undisclosed place where he was 
subjected to torture. His ears were sliced, his tongue was 
pulled out and his eyes were gouged out. They pumped 
bullets into the bleeding and half dead body. 

Nationalist Muslims were also selectively killed. Mir 
Mustafa, Ghulam Nabi Kullar, Abdus Sattar Ranjoor, Maulana 
Masudi, Molavi Farooq and some more leaders wer killed in a 
barbaric manner. Fear and terror engulfed the whole of the 
valley. 

There was a time when an appeal made in the name of 
religion did not impress ordinary Kashmir too much. From 
1938 up to 1953 was a period in Kashmir history when 
people preferred Naya Kashmir programme to religious 
appeal. People reposed trust in Sheikh Abdullah. This slogan 
could he heard anywhere and everywhere in the valley in 
those days: 

“Aleh karega ivangan karga/Sher karega sher kciregd 
(Whether he makes us as insignificant as a pumpkin or a 
brinjal/ he is the father head let him do it) 

The fact is that it was way back in 1951-52 that Kashmir 
political leadership had adopted anti-India stance as the 
benchmark of its policy. This campaign received strong 
impetus after the formation of Plebiscite Front. Activists of 
Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad-led National Conference were 
also following this line in order to establish a strong grip on 
the masses. Thus the lava was accumulating and simmering 
deep inside as days passed by. 

The Sheikh had worn the mask of secularism but in fact he 
fought elections on communal basis. The poison, which he 
injected into the veins of the NC was bound to have its 
repercussions. A number of this organizations workers and 
activists have been gunned down. It indicated divergence 
between the word and the deed. One whose heart lies 
somewhere else from his tongue will meet that fate. 

It will be recalled that Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto swore by 
emocratic dispensation but at the same time he managed to 
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declare the Ahmadis as non-Muslims. In this manner he 
at the roots of democracy in Pakistan. The resu t g 
had to pay with his life for this perfidy. He. himself 
the victim of his own dichotomy. _ j hi u a d 

As a matter of politics, expediency 
raised the Frankenstein in Bhindranwa . . Kashmir, 

her life. Today the NC is in an identical sit ^ lC f 1 . t heir 
Besides NC, other political parties are also burn g 

fingers in this fire. , , . valley, 

As this dangerous situation deve ' { aske d him 

I happened to see Mir Qasim one dayi S was » At the 
what was going on in Kashmir, 1 I only offer 

moment I am unconcerned with any po ltic ^ ^ because 
namaz. ” Of course, he had to remain unc b ilding u p 
he had already played his effect.ve role .n 
this lava. 

Villain of the piece successo r almost 

The Sheikh projected Farooq as p aro oq wore the 
during his own lifetime. After ^ a^wind of his political 
mantle of chief minister. Getting reaucraC y began to 
inexperience and naivete, state u a l m ost arbitrarily- 
dominate the administrative struc u to S peak of 

It ran the government the Kashmir politics, state 

eradicating deep-rooted proble ^ during Farooq 

political structure degenerated into a 
government. uommad Shah came into 

The government of Ghulam « congress members, 
being by bringing together some through covert 

Of course this dispensation was p u i a ting throug 

machinations of the centre. The ava defship burst with 
the instrumentality of Kashmir po me workers took a 

a bang for the first time in 198 • ° ^ t he Hindus in 

leading part in those riots. The oU , G ther places were 
Dhanav, Bogund, Wanpoh, Ku g a ™ ^ damaged and pu e 
torched. Dozens of Hindu temp es 
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down. Congress President of the day, Mufti Muhammad 
Saeed, had two main objectives in unleashing assaults on the 
Hindus. One was to see that law and order machinery failed 
leading to the ouster of Ghulam Muhammad Shah. Second 
was to give vent to anti-Hindu hatred, which he had been 
nursing for a long time. He was in search of an opportunity 
and here was one at hand. This achievement was a certificate 
for him, which he cashed with V.P.Singh government. With 
the recommendation of Imam Bukhari, he became the home 
minister of this unfortunate nation. The carnage of 1986 is the 
first event of religious persecution and oppression, which the 
Hindus of Kashmir faced after the one during the Pathan rule. 
Mufti was the villain of the piece. 

As early as 1986, Kashmiri Hindus had begun to feel 
insecure in their native land. Many of them had decided to 
move out of Kashmir and settle somewhere else in the 
country. They seriously realized that they were living in their 
homes not as its inmates but as strangers. They thought of 
themselves as unwanted and inconsequential entities, a 
valueless and meaningless lot. Kashmirs communal politics 
had given them an impression that Kashmir was a fief of a 
special group and the path across the Banihal pass was 
always open for them. For quite some time, it had become 
impossible for the Hindus to find a job and live with honour in 
Kashmir. Communal—minded politicians had already, under 
the impulse of two-nation theory and also the mask of 
secularism, chalked out an anti-Hindu agenda. They had 
been paralyzed in a number of ways. 

When I became the Congress Tehsil Presidedent, Mir 
Qasim told me in advance that he would not accept inclusion 
of any such name in the list of candidates for government jobs 
as had worked in DNC for many years and without any 
remuneration. Once he bluntly told me that for Hindu 
candidates the whole of Hindustan was open. Gradually 

in u youth began to become victims of frustration and 
mor i lty ecause of unemployment, idleness and 
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discrimination. On the one hand they were debilitated by 
economic hardships and on the other hand Kas mir 
communal and obscurant leadership cast its sadistic oo s a 
them. Day in and day out, new conspiracies were atc 
against them. In order to perpetuate this type of poiucs 
to exacerbate it, all political parties in the state, ’ 

NC, Jammat-e Islami and the rest made the Kashmin 
common target. 


Refugees 

Now this minuscule group of Kashmiri rell 8‘°^‘ ^ other 
living a miserable life in Jammu, Udhampur, na me of 

towns of Hindustan. They are given a P* tanC J stitute and 

financial support but a large number oft em who are 

nobody is prepared to listen to their wo ® s ' Je tQ war d off 
receiving nominal aid are to some exten ^ man y 

hunger but on the whole they are suffering 
necessities of life. Others are 

Many are languishing in “Migra another. Bearing 

pushed out of one rented accommodation o struggling to 
the hardships of destitution they are sorne democracy and 
keep two ends together. The citizens o ^ QWn homes, 
secular state have been made homeless in 


Canard a over the skies of 

Dark clouds of disaster had sprea Q f t hat y ear > * 
Kashmir in 1990. In the first week o ja ona i matter, 

went to Jammu in connection with so canards in 

This was the time of unbridled rum tic to say- Some 
Kashmir. Everybody had some thing by Governor 

orchestrated that the Hindus were 3 ‘ , d un leash engines 

Jagmohan to leave Kashmir so that sometimes it waS 
°f oppression against the Mus mas Inte rnally 

'Hindus in exile refuse to be called ™^ tion of the term > nthe 
Displaced Persons in accordance with the 
lexicon. 
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rumoured that the Hindus were going to Jammu to receive 
training in arms. When I came to Jammu, a rumour was 
floated in my absence in Zainapora that Rishi Dev had met 
with Jagmohan in Jammu and had joined some Kashmiri 
Hindu rally crying for justice. Firstly, it is not true that I ever 
joined any rally of any type because all my family members 
were still living in Zainapora and 1 had only casuallv visited 
Jammu. I was engrossed in my personal work that 1 had no 
time to attend any other business. 

Some Muslims of my area in Kashmir known to me had also 
come to Jammu at that time. We invariably met together 
everyday. They fully knew my whereabouts. But despite all 
this, rumors were spread to malign me. They went to such 
absurdity as to say that my photograph with the Governor had 
been taken. What a canard? And supposing it were so, was it 
a sin to have talked about the minority, which had been 
forced to the brink of annihilation? 

Honestly, having heard these horrible stories, I could not 
muster courage to return to Kashmir. I came to know that 
terrorist organizations had put me number one in their hit list- 
Could I return to Kashmir? In the twinkling of an eye I found 
myself homeless and shelter-less like hundreds of thousands 
of Kashmiri Hindus. Ever since, I am thrown on the streets of 
Jammu. 

In exile 

In exile, too, I am not destined to have a respite. Financial 
relief-receiving “migrants” in Jammu are bearing the 
millstone of corruption. It is a classical example of 
lawlessness. While a corrupt administrative machine dogged 
Kashmiri Hindus, genuine and known secularists and 
nationalists were selectively targeted in this melee of general 
loot. Extending financial aid to the displaced and 
dispossessed Kashmir Hindus should have been a 

umamtarian act. But corrupt officers, middlemen and agents 
made it a very lucrative industry for themselves. The story 
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about the moneylenders and mortgagers stated elsewhere in 
this narrative was repeated in the case of relief distnbuUon Dy 

relief department functionaries. ,. r 

Interestingly, most of the employees connected widi reue 

organization comprise Kashmir Hindus w o ^ 
uprooted from their native land precisely in e j ve 

which those were uprooted who came to t em o 
their relief doles. These employees broke a ^ 

bribery and corruption. At this calumny, one can 

ones head in shame. ^m^niated its 

It is equally amusing that the government P Q f 

traditional communal policy even in The 

unprecedented tragedy for the minority ^0^^^ ^ gQ 
Hindu refugees had to overcome nume j ms G f many 
through tiresome process, greasing t e ^ re lief 1 

functionaries in order to receive their P e ^ leaders 

Against this, unaccounted monies flowe ^ t ^ e Muslim 
and organizations in the name o re ie ^ being. The 
migrants. For them an industry ha c0 ™ eif photographs 
Hindu refugees were required to su mi QU gb a nerve- 
and affidavits and pursue their cases„ ^grants got their 
breaking maze of red tape-ism. The us any nee d to 

cheques through some political bro 
go through this sordid process. 

The gigantic fraud and opportunist 

The fact is that government functional ^ m igrants and 

leaders had got their associates regis fnfnent buildings- 
secured accommodation for them m 8 [0 j a mmu every 

Most of them are those who usually m g ^ M ore than 
year during winter months to fin s reS iding in Kashmir 
ninety per cent of them are permanen 

f Comm* 55 * 0116110 

'Most of the subordinate staff at the office of R^ J&K Govern^ 
Jammu comprises displace! Pandit emp ° 

They have become notorious for bribery. 


134 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME rNSIGHTS 

valley. But having been registered clandestinely, they 
continue to receive the amount of relief. The credit oi 
dividing “migrants” in the name of religion and giving them 
the name of Hindu “migrants and Muslim “migrants” goes 
entirely to the Congress party. Even in a catastrophic situation 
like the one under review, they did not desist from 
discriminatory politics on the basis of religion. This was one 
more riddle for the Kashmiri Hindus who have been voting 
for Congress since 1950. 

In 1991, I happened to visit Delhi where I met with 
Marxist leader Harkishan Singh Surjeet. I conveyed to him the 
details of the tragic and heart-rending events of Kashmir. 

I told him in detail the reason for the- Kashmiris to leave the 
valley. I narrated hair-raising instances of cold-blooded 
and barbaric murders and arson. I also told him of the 
excesses inflicted on Kashmiri “migrants” by the terrorists 
and also by the state government. My shock knew no bounds 
when I found that my narrative had no impact on Surjeet. He 
sidetracked the whole issue in one sentence,” These people 
(Hindus) are the supporters of BJP.” I was stunned to hear 
this. I could hardly imagine that the terrorists and the party of 
Surjeet had a common agenda. This agenda allowed no space 
for the rights of peace-loving citizens. I already knew the real 
face of parties like NC and Congress hidden behind the mask 
of secularism. But Surjeet’s comment also laid bare the real 
face of the Communist party swearing by socialism- 
I came to the conclusion that like other political activists these 
people were also coveting the seats of power and begged for 
votes. Kashmiri Hindus are numerically insignificant- 
Therefore they have no importance for political parties. 
Leave alone importance, the parties think that they have no 
right to exist. 

Suijeet s brazen reply made it clear to me that even the 
stalwarts among our national leaders were deceitful and 

raudulent. They were not guides but highway robbers. 

ese people were parasites and a burden on the people, 

e society, the nation and the country. Even Sheikh Abdullah 
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who claimed to be the standard bearer of equality did not 
spare the Kashmiri Hindus. In his auto nd fifth columnists 
Chinar he labeled them Indian agens < on£ who is a 
intending to slight their nationalism. ^ Qur count ry? 

nationalist and a patriot has no ltnpo * . g on [y the 

If anybody is there who has some importa OU r 

anti-nationalist, a smuggler, a robber 

community (Pandits) has not an iota o ^ into 

Indeed it is sad that the reins of this cou J litic ians but 
the hands of such political jokers as are -phey cannot 

adepts at the chessboard of politics o tre a country and its 

demonstrate any sympathy and love 01 ^ ^^ng dogs 

great traditions. It appears that they to ° to o, ignore the 

of some invisible master. That is w mortgaged their 

voice of their conscience. Indeed they na 
minds to their mentors. 

Media . „f our media persons of 

This is also true of a section of Kashmir in a 

international fame. They present a P [rUth i can rec a 
ridiculous way, which is far r ^ m °^ waij Baweja, Tarkun^ 
writers like Khushwant Singh, ’ They ignore 

P.S. Jha and somebody called onaUs tMuslims-They 

destitution of Kashamiri Pandits an blem s boldly 3 

never mustered courage to presen presented a P lC 

frankly. Journalists as those name b Terr0 rists for 

of Kashmir that threw a cover on an d secu 

hundreds of thousands of Kashmiri H ^ ^ orC hards, 

Kashmiri Muslims of the val ey Ha vin 8 . 

residential houses, lands and bus.ne ^ ^ Doda, 
destruction in Kashmir, the tenon rank ch ° 

Poonch and Rajouri. But our write ° <h ' th ac the* 

turn a blind eye to these events. , eader s, shared 

gentlemen, too, like some pseu onl e interna 

business in a crucial nexus w.t^ ^ enjoin ed upo" 
conspirators. Of course, a true p 
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unravel the conspiracy failing which the Indian masses, 
owing to religious hatred, caste system and regionalism, will 
find themselves much weakened on all fronts and then 
become the sitting ducks for the warmongers and looters. 

Students 


The ongoing scenario has very adversely affected our 
student community. Chased from the valley, a big chunk of 
Kashmiri displaced persons took up residence in Jammu. 
With that the question of education of their children assumed 


threading proportions. The government refused to give the 
refugee students admission in local government schools 
and colleges. Separate Camp Colleges and schools were 
opened for them. These lacked basic facilities. Laboratory 
and library facilities were conspicuous by their absence. 
In the burning sun of summer months or in the bitter cold 
winds of winter, teen-aged boys and girls attended classes 
under the naked sky. 

Apart from this, even the examination of students was 
deliberately complicated. The kind of discriminatory 
treatment meted out to them by the Education Department 
has no parallel anywhere in a democratic polity. Our students 
had to drag on for six years or even more to obtain degree for 
which the normal duration is three years. At one time, a 
proposal was under the consideration of Kashmir University 
authorities to set one question paper for Kashmir students and 
a . n 5l! ei . ^° r displaced students. The aim was to set a very 
icu t and complicated question paper for the latter 
category and thus ways could be devised to deny them the 
ene it of obtaining merit. On the government level, all 
e orts were made to damage educational career of our 
"nts Jo ^ opportunities for our students were already 
extremely limited in Kashmir but after the events of 1990, 
these opportunities shrank further for them. 

move ro^oth ^ ^ C * lances °1 a livelihood, our youth had to 

“migrant” ^ m their stru 8gle for survival. The word 

migrant earned bitter hatred for them from the 
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administrative structure ot J&K State. It ■would not le 
stay in peace even in exile. The administrative stru 
happy if the displaced Kashmiri Hindus remain isp 
that not a trace of their existence in the valley is e 


Camps 

After leaving Kashmir many families spent a " u jj£ wing 
years in tents. In the camps they were ex P . ^oday, the 
winds, dust storms and pounding monsoon rai k , on j 10 j e 
inmates of these camps are P. lOV1 ^ n£ jj t i on s in the 
accommodation. Sanitation and hygienic c ° g an( j p GO r 
camps are dismal. Harsh climate and inac s y C i l0 logical 
facilities have caused various physica ai \ Kashmiri 

disabilities to the displaced population. ° ^ v j ct im in this 

Hindu but the nationalist Muslim, too, ^ ^ ^ leave their 
environment of neglectful policy. T ey to leration. 

home and hearth on the basis of then r _ ° mm0 dation by 
Those not provided tented or tenement so me private 
the government, have been foicec to tQWnS The money, 
accommodation in Jammu city 01 ot ier drastically 

which they have to pay as rent is an d their 

curtailing day-to-day necessities o t t ^ w orse as they 
own selves. The saga of their plight is urn them out at 

are left at the mercy of the landlords w o ^ enC j er thread, 
their sweet will. Their life is hanging >' ‘ 

Record . • refugees is 

Material produced on the pligh L ° a way f rorn 
copious. Many of them, who had o terrors > 

native place --^ threat. Iron an d,a 


-ial produced on tne p**»‘‘* aWa y rrom »*- 

;. Many of them, who had the terror* , 

place owing’to the thre ^ tic conditions 31 ’ 
table to withstand the hars i d Q f sunstr 

:ess lost their lives. Some of hem of such tal 
le of snakebites. Many eca j m in KaS ' 

S as were unknown to ^ ^ apP a « 
rnment was least conceine so iution. 

into consideration and fined as 
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If a delegation of the displaced persons approached the 
concerned authority for the readdress of their grievance, the 
officer was reluctant-to talk to them. Girish Chancier Saxena 
became the Governor and All India Kashmiri Samaj deputed a 
delegation to call on him. It wanted to apprise him ot the 
problems facing the refugees. After many hassles, the day 
and time for the meeting was fixed. On 16 June 1993, the 
delegation met with him. But before it would make the 
presentation, II.E. the Governor doled out a lengthy sermon 
and deliberately spoke hurting words like the following” 

1. He could not displease the Muslims 

2. He had no time to spare lor a meeting with the Hindus. 

3- If there are any complaints or problems, these should be 

submitted in writing. 

I his indicates that our rulers are bent upon dividing 
people along religious lines. Among these rulers are not only 
those from the valley but also the Governors sent from Delhi 
who consider themselves the Rajas of the masses of people- 


My perils 

I cooled heels at the doorsteps of many officers and 
political leaders in order to obtain some small 
accommodation for my family now living in exile. I was 
refused and ignored as if I never existed. I was getting seven 
hundred and fifty rupees as monthly pension in freedom 
fighter category. In this old age this amount was insufficient 
to sustain my wile and me. I thought if the government was 
generous to allot me a room somewhere, I would be able to 
save the lent money. The government was loath to extend to 
me even this small help. It had not even a one-room 
accommodation for me whereas the entire MLA hostel in 
Jammu was packed with terrorists accommodated under the 
patiomzing wings of poitical leaders. I submitted a request to 
the Janata Dal president as well as the Governor of J&K- 

■ ° r Gr app lcatlon w as submitted to the Governor through 
the Congress President Ghulam Rasool Kar. 
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After my migration, terrorists blasted my ancestral house in 
Zainapora. The entire house including household goods 
was razed to ground. For this reason also I thought I had a 
right to ask the government for some small residential 
accommodation. I may mention that many political activists, 
with much less record of social service and contribution to 
freedom struggle than what I have, were piovided witi 
government accommodation. There were many among them 
who still live in Kashmir but have occupied accommodation 
provided by the government. I waited for a response to my 
request. It never came till this day. 

Once I met Hamidullah Banihali, the Adviser to the 
Governor. Demonstrating fake sympathy towards me, e 
forwarded my application to Governor Zaki. Later on, I came 
to know that he was playing a trick with me and the sympa y 
he showed to me was only superficial. 

With seven hundred and fifty rupees as freedom- ig f 
'Monthly pension, my wife ailing and I looking a ter e , 
are e king out a miserable life in our old age. Those w i 
their political career to my efforts and persuasions are 
enjoying the comforts of government accommo 
but are also looting the state exchequer in broad dayhg • 
ex ampi e> i can p Q j nt towards some communist paity 

ln this category. What an irony of fate that or 
government accommodation I had to approach t e 
an CPI leaders also. They were hardly prepaie to e 
f n ft. Displacement of Hindus had lifted those (co mmun 
* f fS ^ ° vern ight from the depths of the earth to t te 

*• e sky. How were they going to be move ^ 
e stitution? After all it was mv saga of destitution 


br 


°tight them 


prosperity. 

of orchards 

hi the 


^8ht ot orchards owners ^ 

In the course of these events, an organization of di P' 
c ard owners of Kashmir was formed in Jammu u 
me Fruit Growers Association. Jia Lala Geru 
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l iesident. Once they desired all displaced orchard owners of 

Kashmir to submit full details of their holdings and the yield. 

I went to fill the requisite form in Geeta Bhavan, Jammu. 

Jiyalal Geiu and other concerned people insisted on me to 

agree to be the president of the organization. They knew that 

ad contacts with almost all political leaders in Kashmir. 

tey relieved that my position as president would facilitate 

m making the administration accept their demands. I became 
its president. 

und^?i° r8aniZation deir >anded that the government 
the viplH^n* 0 ! 601 ' 011 tbe orc hards and compensation for 
poliLal Hat had beCn lo ° ted - We approached almost all- 
endorse ° T8an ™ lons in the country requesting them to 
Cons" cu ° n Ur mand f ° r the compensation of our losses. 

organizations were c - gress - 
no political n ' ^ xce P l Shri Kedarnath Sahni of BJP, 

■am "rein ° r MP resp0ndcd "> «■' Pta. 

Saeed who Ja lsap P° inted to record that Mufti Muhammad 
who d! k!™ 5 the Ho ™ Minister at that point of time, and 


who hasbeenmyco|ieiigue 


not respond h ‘ n our political career, too, did 

improper even Cred U below his dignity and 

registered memoranda"? w" , cl ^ owlecl « ement (>f the 

several occasions hi beld press conferences on 

and brushed aside ° Ur ^ enu ' nc demands were ignored 

monetary reheOn Was left un turned in providing 

A close look will S i-, 0 S botebers and houseboat owners. 
In fact, comparativeliT tbeu ancl our c ' ase wa s identical, 
life and property of the had taken a heavier toll of 

w ere not only i n term! c,™** Hi ndus. Our orchard losses 
kad been caused to the°f JnnU£d Y' e l d but more destruction 
down - We do not sav T ^ by wantonly cutting them 
owners were provided r!!!- tbe llote liers and houseboat 
deserved it, and rightly AU that we sa V is that if they 
discriminatory treatment oneT^ alS ° deserved iL wh Y tllis 
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After some time, some of my colleagues and I insisted on 
placing our demands before M.L. Kaul. 1 He had been asked 
by the government to examine the possibility of 
rehabilitation of the “migrants”. We arrived at his residence in 
Gandhi Nagar but were told that the boss was resting and that 
we should come back after three hours. A couple of months 
later the same M.L. Kaul called a meeting of the “migrant” 
leaders of Anantnag and Pulwama in the Circuit House. I, too, 
happened to be present in it. The subject for discussion was 
the return of the “migrants”. When my turn to speak came, 
without mincing words I told Kaul, “In Gandhi Nagar, you 
made us wait for three hours. If some untoward thing 
happens to us when back in Kashmir, can we make you rise 
from your deep slumber? A man who would make the 
supplicants wait for three hours, can he be a well-wisher and 
redeemer of the woes of “migrants”? He had no answer and 
cut a sorry figure. 2 

One more organization by the name Forum for Dialogue 
and Amity also came into being. Its aim was to restore on 
peoples level those relations among the people that were the 
crux of “Kashmiriyyat”. 3 I was chosen its Convener. Once 
I happened to meet with Mufti Muhammad Saeed in 
connection with this organization. He was not a minister at 
that time. I complained to him that it did not behoove 
freedom fighters claiming to be secular to divide people in 
the name of religion or to treat them discriminatingly. 
Kashmiri religious minority was not a vote bank. But it has 
suffered unimaginable atrocities and yet our political leaders 
ignore them. I sarcastically told him that the sapling of hatre , 
which he had planted in 1986 when he was the Congress 


'Financial Commissioner of J&K Governent 

"After his retirement as a senior State Department ->ureaucra ,_ 
gentleman is reported to have managed a hefty sum rom 
government for a project on the Pandit displacement. . .. h 

3 Kashmiriyat is one of the most misleading concepts ^ elin ^ 
atrocities perpetrated against the Hindu minority in Kashmir are co 
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president, had grown into a robust tree. I said that it was out 
of his ‘benevolence that Kashmiri Hindus had to face 
estitution, had to face exodus from their beloved birthplace 
and were deprived of their land and property and spend the 
days of life in utter deprivation. 

Return of NC 


• ^ ^°’- I pl e of years ago, a popular government were 
installed under the leadership of NC. We revived our efforts 
o get our demands accepted. We met with concerned 

Vakif^Y/ 8 ’ SafClai " Baig ’ Pyarelal Handoo and Abdul Ahad 

reoiet C ! eqUeSted them to consider our demands. We sent 

Abdullah R memorandum to the Chief Minister Farooq 

told sari- r- ^ ^ & fm8er moved tiU date - Of course we were 

now fruit t-T* y 1 lat sltuation was returning to normal and 

svsTematirMl nn§ ^ in ^ ^aids of the Hindus were 

obWouslv wh Y CU u 1S WaS the level normalcy, and 

US to lorlpp len 11 , ere are no orc hards where is the need for 
us to lodge a complaint. 

it boas^Hhm™ 6111 b ° aStS of havin 8 put an end to militancy; 
To^ r^ 1 ^ HaS retUmed to war-torn valley, 
asserts that the election^ 0115 P ^° pa8anda ’ k exaggeratingly 

Who cast my vote and 1 a Simple qUeSti ° n ' 

For manv „„ , f Y family members? 

orchest^ed in V? ^ ° f rest °ration of normalcy is 

the flames of terrorism^ BUt ° n ^ 8r ° und ’ situation is that 
Poonch and Rajoun ThatT n ° W engulfed Doda > Kishtwar, 
It had to hanDen 1 " ’ lowever ’ should not be surprising. 

changed their anttes^Th P ° UtiCal charlatan s have not 
shortsightedness, and are noli 7r ^ alreadY 8 ri PP ed by 
Sometimes one wonders wi , ^ lhe environment further, 
which valiant natri™ i a lel ler this is the same land on 
and Subhash Chandra 'bT Cbandra sll ekhar, Bhagat Singh 
political demagogues l ° Se Walked - Today we find that 
Cities is no inort a n hr 6 Cd the space on all sides. 

3 PUblic service but a phenomenon of 
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nepotism and of amassing wealth. It has nothing to offer 
except personality cult, fraud, calumny and deception. 

Many times people invited me to join their political 
organizations. But when I ruminate over the contours of 
current politics, I feel disenchanted. Once, Sheikh Nazir 
invited me to join the National Conference. I said that if it 
were the NC of pre-1953 days, I would gladly join it. But the 
NC of today was markedly different from that of pre-1953- 
I told him that as we were the people of this earth, we cou 
not think of living in high skies. I was obliged to decline is 


offer. _ . 

Current politics has sidelined honest and patriotic po ltica 
workers. The reins of power have passed into the hands of 
political buffoons who want to drag Kashmiri P e °P e 
mentally two centuries backward. They think that building 
schools and roads is progress. They forget that materia 
progress is incomplete as long as it is not supporte y ™ OI "f ’ 
intellectual and social values. All round progress is au Y 1 
does not encompass maturity of consciousness an P° 
awakening, correct thinking and the sense of responsi 

Unless politicians with these values come to t e o 
to replace political charlatans and unless the you 
read and fully aware of what scientifice, deve opm 
progress mean the situation will remain as it is. 

Suharwardy/ an MLA from Doda, said in the 
Assembly,” I am first a Musalman and then an ^ 

Kashmiri.” 3 This pattern of thinking shall have to 3 ove< j 
Dark clouds of religious frenzy shall have to poverty 
from our mind. A war is to be fought against u g . ^ g 

and religious hatred. Society needs to be ^ave to 

based on equality and justice. Along with 


‘Secretary of National Conference Do( j a district 

'Ataullah Suharwardy was NC MLA and minister Kashyapa 

"This is a near repetition of what Sheikh Alxlulbh had t ; ^ 
Bandlnt. See Kashyapa Bundhu's letters (tr) Kashin 
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make an effort that international opinion brings pressure on 
Pakistan to change its obstinacy of interfering in the affairs of 
ashmir. Those rendering lip service to secularism shall have 
to trans ate their words into deeds. As long as that is not done 
e secu arists will lemain suppressed in our State. Until that 
c y awns, Abdus Sattai Ranjoor and Ghulam Nabi Gilkar will 
continue to become the targets of terror. 


Epilogue 


A political movement in Jammu and Kashmir had begun in 
a revolutionary manner. But gradual induction o anti 
revolutionary ideas in its programmes vitiated the min s o 
the people. As a result, ordinary people found thernse ves 
entangled in a plethora of problems. In contemporary ays, 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah is playing a role side by side wit 
pioneers resisting foreign threats. But along wit i t at, 
leadership needs to uphold on ideological e\ e 
sentiments of honesty of purpose, fraternity and coopeia 
among the people. That is how we can release t ie mass 
people from the clutches of conspiratorial e emen 
strengthen the process of democracy, to eran 

fraternity. Farooq Abdullah can looters, 

only when he disables the perfidy of tr pvervbody 
communalists, conspirators and sychop ants. ^ c j asg 
should be affiliated to some community, ie & l ° , e 
If this mission is clear than one finds that the tas < a 
of uniting the people and not of dividing them. ^ an d 
We must bear in mind that the: ^ technologic al 

sentimental slogans ate over. Scient existences, 

revolution has made a big impact on ‘ su ch 

Proliferation of productive forces has g iven t s y Ste m of 
elements in the contradictoiy, complex but vi ^ This 

social inequality as strive to earn more anc elements 

is the ultimate objective of their strugg e - hatred and 
become instruments of creating chaos, sectar ^j ie y drag 
discrimination on the basis of cast an 



146 / CONTEMPORARY 


KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGHTS 


people to the world of superstition, prejudice and 
depression. But they continue with their designs of loot and 
even strengthen its methodology. Whenever they find 
individuals organizing themselves for resistance, these forces 
assume tyrannical proportions and resort to suppressive 
mechanism. 

In contemporary times, exploitative elements have raised 
organizations composed of criminals, goons, and sycophants. 
These elements can be deployed at any point of time and in 
any condition in order to strengthen the grip on power. 

viously, in this way they are successful in serving their 
interests. 


In this widely prevailing atmosphere of hatred, atomic 
P er ias become another source of threat to human 
existence. Today we are also confronted with ecological 
tamination. I opulation is increasing by leaps and bounds, 
our s oitsighted and opportunistic politicians contrive to 

Tn °7 ?' ^ nar ^ P eo Pl e a deep thought into these issues. 
Instead, they entangle them in mundane and unnecessary 
ssues and invent new instruments for that purpose. 

works as neC i m t0 P roduce suc h material, writings and 

the future of mankind r. Y , take mto consideratlon 
oreani 7 pd • e - ' ^ le youdl shall have to become 

destitution h? & 1CrC ^ stiu 8gle against unemployment, 
a , nd disease ; No individual has to become 
people againstlim tll ^. scenano but he should caution the 

driven into their held that d fi n f erS t0 humanity - 11 haS t0 be 
big hurdle in our mti / , 3 tbese debilities would prove a 

awoken and only then ifwih 1 ^ ^ PC ° Ple haVe ^ l ° 56 
from human society through rh^ P ° SSlble to u P root the eVl1 
OW ™ch for fh y e^' 


The End 


Annexure I 


Gabe gabe baz kb wan in qisseh-e parineh ra 
Occasionally go on recounting this old story 


IN KASHMIR 

THE CONSPIRACY OF CONVERTING MUSLI 

a »/rTMr\I3TTV 


BACKGROUND AND FOREGROUND 


THE HURRICANIC TIRADE OF HINDU COMMU 
AND prejudice 
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BY ABDUR-RAHIM RATHER M.L.A 


Chhupa kar as tin main bijliyan rakhihain gardun ne 
nadil bagh keghqfil na baithen ashiyanun main 
Watan Lifik) kar nadan museebat aneivali hai 
arbadiyun ke mashware ham asmanun main 
(Iqbal) 


Let nnf f'n e< ^ S ^ ere bas c °ncealed lightning in its sleeve 
nests Oh i-h C ni ^ Un8aleS 0 ^ t ^ e garden sit carefree in their 

waits in wing^Consultlr ink f Y ° Ur homeland - the tragedy 

ations for your destruction are being 

held in the skies) 

drafted a bill ii? US SeSsion ’ tbe J&K Legislative Assembly 
citizens to the T'T ° n Wkh the re turn of such Kashmiri 

against their free wHU ^ ^ h . ad l ° leave their homeland 
forced to stav n * nC cons Pi ra torial conditions and were 

example of a very'sj^nl Althou g h this bill is an 

legislature, yet UworL Straigh t f orward piece of 

communalists as if « n Cd Up the mind of the Hindu 
When intentions are'!? 1 /?? WCie Stirring U P a hornet’s nest, 
stick sometimes unw-ft" 1 T and minds tormented these do 
acrimony and hatred h i] 18 Y ^ Llnnecessari ly. The lava of 
communal Hindus at ° Wlng from the hearts and heads of 
the spark shown to it by'Sl^T * ^ faCt the ° f 
and short-sightedness L ' ' The bombsh ell of prejudice 

takes an observer aback J S CXp oded wit h a loud bang that 
shocked. Behind this har ^ aAd ec l uaab l e commentators are 
communalists of all lev 1 ^ ^ COmmon place bill, Hindu 

press have raised a hue a ^ and ca t e gories, and the Hindu 

Hindu communalists asa - Ibe hatred and animus of the 
Kashmir, and Kashmiri MiisR 1 1 ,. establi shed leadership of 
recent link in a comprehensive' ^ n ° tbing new - It is a more 

Kashmir Muslims ISilferetKe'wliicll 
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In order to know the complexity (of this phenomenon), one 
will have to examine the history of the origin of this sore 
wherefrom hatred, enmity, prejudice and intolerance fester. 
The fact of the matter is that communal Hindus are afflicted 
with this disease since a long time. To be precise, this has 
been transmitted to them generation after generation. The 
situation at present is that this disease has become incurable. 
However, before we try to trace its roots, let us cast a glance 
on Resettlement Bill that has caused the latest stir. 


Reasons for introducing the bill 

Under the leadership of the founding-father of the 
freedom movement 1 , namely Sher-i-Kashmir 
Muhammad Abdullah, the Muslim majority state o 
and Kashmir tied up with India, a secular country wit in 
majority as against Pakistan with Muslim majority. arg 
number of the citizens of Kashmir got stuck up in ta p 
which went to Pakistan . 3 Prior to the partition, a r 
leading out of Kashmir passed through the areas tha 
part of the new state of Pakistan. Kashmiris a ^ ^ 

and saint-disciple ( pir-murid) relations, in t e re S , 
Sialkot, Rawalpindi and Lahore. Cultural common ^ gse 
religious unity had strengthened and eeperL 
relations. But the partition came like a thun e ’ toria l 
Kashmiri Muslims got entrapped in themet o 
circumstances and against their free wi . of return 

came to loggerheads over Kashmir issue. P ^ 

°f this unfortunate and cast out people were 


'Tile Sheikh launched a movement for ousting Do ^j* ^ inst the British 
J^K State. His movement was not part of nationa stru^, 

c °lonial mle over India. 

"The author has used the term ‘tied up’ , 

„ s „fp re «,P»K^'o 


>’ * nd nW ,aC “* d , visit the « ie ' 


nas useu me icuu used to vish -- 

Targe number of J&K State citizens of present o • e(J bac k out 

that went to Pakistan after the partition and they retur 
°f their free will. 
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Kashmir had acceded to India because she was given a 
guarantee that her citizens would be treated as honourable 
citizens of India without any discrimination on the basis of 
faith and community. The objectives of (Kashmir) freedom 
movement and the aspirations and urges of her citizens 
would find all opportunities of fulfillment. The special 
religious, cultural, social and political chemistry of the 
people (of Kashmir) would be maintained. When darkness 
descending from the clouds of partition gradually began to 
wane, the pitiable condition of the unfortunate Kashmiris 


stranded in Pakistan hurt us a lot. The father was separated 
rom his son and the mother from her children. Young brides 
were separated from their grooms and so many families were 
e t to suffer privations. Their cries of dejection went across 
t e border to scratch the hearts of their kith. In 1952, 
mem ers in Kashmir Assembly recounted soul-stirring stories 
o t lese innocent and forlorn Kashmiris and insisted that they 
r ci i u rou ^' ; back to their homeland. 1 The government 
o Sheikh Sahib fully sympathized with fine humanitarian 
ntiments (of the members). It was making efforts to reunite 
6 °r orn sons an( J daughters of the homeland with their 
eai an ear ones. He took up the matter with Jawaharlal 
Nehru and his government 

* 1 ' pani ‘ io " of the country, the Government of India 

to ' al ' OWed any Muslim wh ° had migrated 

Ster ohta "’ IO reSUme hiS ‘ ndian citi «nship if he so desired 

the Stam on n8 PCTmiS f" fr ° m ,he Government of India. But 
hts aw T rr KaShm ' r WaS kept ou,side ambit of 
assemblv ^ S ‘ a “ en ' oy cd special status. In the state 

y. had been reserved for the people who had 


The Sheikh had begun to shm*; o 1 

from Lake Success where he r ? ( ? hange of mind soon after his return 
either USA or UK on Kashmir issue w Indla d ‘ d n0t get the su PP ort of 
unjust treatment towards his r , e a SO wanted to make amends to his 
exile. Hence his new found cv .^ 0 °f ) f )0ne nts whom he had sent into 

“I- d Sympath y with them is clear. See also Annexure 
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crossed the cease-fire line . 1 The New Delhi Agreement 
(1952) between Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah and the Union 
Government was signed in order to elaborate and ratify t e 
special position of Jammu and Kashmir. This agreement 
stipulated that Kashmiris held up in Pakistan would continue 
to retain Indian citizenship but the power of ^ 

and regulations of their return would rest wit t e 
Legislative Assembly . 2 In the light of this a 8 r ® ei ™“ ’ 
a special amendment was made to the Indian 9^ stl ^ 1 . . 

1954. Article 7 Sub 2 recognized the right of the Yrtwn 
citizens to return to homeland and resume Indian attzensnp. 
Again, the State Legislature was empowere to ra 
laws in this connection. The Delhi Agr ^^3 ^network of 
to the communalists in India and in the j orc hin was 

conspiracies against the established Kashmir ea Centre 
launched which had in its fold many high ups in ^ Q f 
Before the State Assembly could frame laws or 2953 

Kashmiris stranded in Pakistan ,' 1 the episode o 9 8 

"SeatsTnJK Legislative Assembly were reserved for the people oU 
°f J&K State falling under illegal occupation o 

who had crossed the cease fire line. , T here are various 

2 The text of 1952 Agreement is very controversial, 
interpretations mostly conflicting. Hpmanded that the State 

3 Many political parties and thinkers at that: time of the Hindus 

Government and the Government of India clan 7 w hich formed pan °‘_ 
and Sikh who had been thrown out of the presen =’d e d that thousands o 

the original J&K State. Interestingly, it should be r , he att acks of 

Hindus and Sikhs from PoK who sought re » kQthi e tc. came to 
tribesmen on Muzaffarabad, Domel, Manse ‘ .’ f or dered them to pack 

Srinagar but the Sheikh, then as Chief Admmistr • jn Kas hmir' Valley- 
op and sent them to Jammu. He did not allow them Indian political 

This caused resentment among many In ian 

Parties, . . was n0 t raised by 

’The question of return of “stranded Kas m 1 approach either t 

Sheikh for next five years. Nor did the “stranded uke the UN for 

Pakistani or the Indian government or an interna ofne t he Pres* en 

their repatriation. Maulavi Yusuf Shah rose 
“Azad Kashmir” Was he a “stranded” Kashmiri- 
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qp°m ^ ace ' ^ le champion of the aspirations of Kashmir, 
ei Muhammad Abdulla was arrested. Kashmir’s genuine 
and credible voice was stifled.' After the event of 1953, 
P PP e t aovernments that pleased the Hindu communalists 
ri mt, * n ^^ ace ' "These 5 governments danced to their 
K u ■ c ° ns * gnec * iTie law pertaining to the return of 
3 IV ™!"f? uslims to oblivion. In 1977, Sheikh Abdullah’s 
Herr' T on a I anc Islicle victory in State Assembly 
shonro" 5 ' 'J ecided make proper amends to a 
hand T n8 f n ‘ he existin 8 of the State. On the other 
from P^ 16 aS lmin Muslims , having obtained visa, came 
Man and Sr T ^ reCOUrSe lo the Provisions of the 
stranded neo *\ \ C ° nstltutlons that govern the return (of 

situation. This^LesstatecT* 8 With 3 piquant 

existing laws Sheikh M ^ mOVlng lhe shortcoming in the 
minister of rh 'ey k Muhamma d Abdullah, then chief 
ate, took up this serious humanitarian issue 


told in tte^2o?^m- m , n ? ent ° f India took that decision is now fully 
Kashmir Sultanate andfnot the votr^f T* ™ *“«* ™ voice for 
"One cannot fail to ^a r k the and «"*r Kashmir, 

accession to India because India t0ntradlctl0n - The Sheikh supported 
Sheikh had to be arrested for ohv* ' SeClllar democracy. And when the 
communalist” state. It cle irlv m - - 'i° US reasons * ln dia is seen a “Hindu 
Sheikh and his followers was^iff 1 ^ ^ meaning of “secularism" for the 

leadership, it was Congress asm! i™ what ic was for the Indian 

111 Delhi and *at had taken the decision 3 ?° n ' Hindu T ar ‘y that was ruling 
senior most members of the Indian r. i • ° arrestin 8 the Sheikh. The two 
Sheikh’s arrest were Muslims namelvtt'T Wh ° Were instr umental in the 
d -Din Kidwai. ' ’ dy Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Rafiu 

The Governments of Bakhshi ci 

Abdullah , Farooq Abdullah Mufti''Sae‘ Sadiq ’ Mir Qasim ’ sheikh 

followed thereafter. The writer brand n ° W Ghulam Nabi Azad 

ancing to the tune of Hindu comm i° tkem as P u Ppet governments 

years, it is the Congress that mostly renv 3 ISt '‘’ . Exce Pt for a brief stint of 

dj , n ?. re ' SS ’ too > 1S a Hindu communalist 1ainec ln P ower at the centre. If the 
1947 J ?° nal Conference agree to Kash^^^’ tll6n t,le question arises why 

1947 Wh ' n - a LZZgZ; “> UMk 

P ty —was ruling the roost? 
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with the Indian Prime Minister, Morarji Desai.' He reminded 
him of Delhi Agreement and the trust, which Kashmiri 
Muslims had reposed in secular India at the time of the 
accession of the State. Sheikh Sahib told the Prime Minister 
that the eyes of aged Kashmiris stranded in Pakistan had 
virtually stoned in their long wait to see the face of their 
separated dear ones. They now want to somehow carry the 
skeleton of their bodies to Jammu and Kashmir and find a 
burial place for the same in their dear motherland and to rest 
in permanent peace (there). Mothers wanted to marry off 
their daughters. Aged husbands wanted to rejoin their age 
wives whom they were forced to leave behind long ago 
w hen the nuptial was tied . 3 . 

In 1980, this writer submitted to the Legislative Assem y 
the draft law that would remove discrepancy in existing ega 
specifications and allow stranded Kashmiris in Pakistan to 
■eturn to their native land . 3 This draft law was u y 
compatible with the State constitution, and genuine rig ts o 
the State subjects. Apart from its political dimension, t e 
law was supposed to take care of many constitutiona 
legal complexities. The State Legislative Assembly gave 
careful thought to it and after making necessary amen rn 
entiusted it to a representative Select Committee in w u 
opposition party representatives were included, 
happened in 1981. Although the State government was 


Tlle Sheikh did not take up the issue of 700,000 Hind, ->s ilkin'w this 
extirpated from their homeland in PoK? He meticulously avoid 

s sue to the resettlement case. , j citm girls 

f . ,./ e Slle ‘kh did not tell the Prime Minister that the m u ' [ onge d 
. )f Cl ca Ptured and converted in PoK and married to us 1 •> t hey 

to their parents, hr others, sisters, and relatives f om ^ J 
I*"; forcibly separated, converted and married to Muslims, They 

t0 return to their original faith. , , i, oun ded out 

of ii 1at d,aft dicl not carry a word about the Hindus an - • The state 

,, lLlr homes in PoK or of their left behind P roper . r one or the 
L ernme nt lias refused to grant them state subject status i 

°ther pretext. 
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subject to any constitutional or legal binding to seek the 
opinion of the Centre on the draft bill, yet since its intentions 
were clear and correct, it decided to take the Central 
Government into confidence. 

Some Kashmiri migrants returned from Pakistan to Kashmir 
and they knocked at the doors of the State and national courts 
or theii civil rights. The Union and the State Governments 
were asked by the concerned courts to clarify the matter. The 
central government had no answer to the genuine questions 
raised in the courts. The State Government entered into 
consultations with the Central Government in the matter, 
ce it lad become essential to remove legal discrepancies 
egard to the conect position of civil rights of the Kashmiris 
ping in Pakista * when they decided to return, the State 
eminent brought the matter before the State Assembly 
esinng to seek the opinion of the Central Government. 
tt n u° er co P ies of the bill were forwarded to the 
° m ^ anCl LaW Ministries with the intention that they 
u give due thought to its constitutional and legal aspects 

Sec^r ^ t0 ,T? d any misunder standing. The State Law 
c ^ an vocate General attended the court hearing in 

legal exnerr CO T S ^ Cases were bein § heard. These 

with rh l S a f° t0 °k °PP ortuni ty of exchanging ideas 
ronnecu ‘ e8a ', eX ' >ertS ° f the C ™ral Government in 
exchanl, " ' BUL The P ar P°se °f these informal 

Perceptions ^ 5 T sppnse die 0 - nLra | Government of the 
subiecf and , ‘fT ° f the State Government on the 
Government co n T' ° Pinion ° f «!**>• The Central 
Two years nae ?k ^ a " y lacunae in the draft bill. 

received back from theSdect Co ^ ^ ^ ““ W “ 

Assembly. The Selen r C °mmittee in the Legislative 

■hat the draft was recommended fo UnanimOUsIy ° pined 

Since the draft bill was fi,|i v d d f acce P tance a s an Act. 
State and the Union r com P atlble with the spirit of the 

one big discrepancy in n the Uti ° nS ’ *** W " S ^ t0 overcome 

P ncy in the ex,sting laws that had become the 
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source of friction between the State and the Central 
‘Government, the State Government endorsed the bill. This 
was to solve the human problem of the Kashmiris stranded in 
Pakistan. In the beginning of the year (1982) the Assembly 
passed the bill in its Jammu session. 1 Thereafter, following 
the constitutional propriety, it was sent to the Governor or 

his assent. , , 

The Bill, as it is, is fully compatible with the State and the 
Union Constitutional provisions. Moreover, it also co orm 
to the understanding and promises made by the State wi 
Centre. There are no constitutional or legal lacunae in it _ 
not been passed in secrecy or in a hush-hush mani ^' , 
is no bad intention lurking behind it. But despite a ^ nt 
Hindu communalists 2 began to raise hue an cry. 
to influence the State Governor by their ou c 
tantrum expecting that the Governor wou his 

foot his constitutional obligations anc Hindu 

assent to the bill. The passage of the Bill 
communal sections into a state off ™ s “‘“" ntry / nd integrity 
a conspiracy against the security of th m w ni 

of the State. A glance at the objections iaise 
explain their frustration and irrelevance o t e 

The first objection of the communa ists 1 ^ ^ w hy 

contravenes the clauses of the constitution. ^ in this 
don’t they challenge it in the highest cour f orU m for 
country? The Supreme Court is the P r ° con stitution. 
interpreting, commenting and protecting 

—- — _ ^ ^ cl&y ^ 

'It will he noted that this hill took just two yea ■’ ^ house. On the 

introduced in the Assembly to the day it was P ass Hindus and Sikhs 
other hand the case of granting state subject status 
hounded out of PoK hangs fire for last sixty years- . a j 0 pp° nents an . 

'The author does not discriminate between v shows that Nationa 

Hindu communalists. The spirit of this monograph n X . because the 
Conference was not prepared to tolerate pohuca ‘ . f vot es. Hence a 
Sheikh had won by a landslide majority of 77 per cent 
opposition is dubbed as Hindu communalists. 
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A Governoi is the agent of the constitution and subordinate 
to it. He has not the powers to reject a considered decision of 
the elected assembly. He is subordinate to the constitution 
an to the constitutionally elected institutions. He cannot be 
expected to function like a policeman of the law-making 
o y. It, therefore, follows that if anybody has any doubt 
about the validity of the bill, he can seek redress of his doubts 
trom the highest court of law in the country. But when these 
communa friends think of going to the Supreme Court, they 

0 .| ° S lver * n diea tr °nsers. It is just because they can 

eas y gau ge the weakness of their case and the fragility of 
their arguments. a 7 

the T cL Stat , e Le § islative Assembly, elected by the people of 
process m I ? aSSeci tlle kiM after going through a serious 
epitomizes^ 65316 ' ^ Symbolizes the of the people and 
and c^ o aUthorit y- Thoa e who raise a hue 

n:r d °e n ~ ir Pr ° PenS,ly “ auE horitarianism and 

election stunt StatC 1X111118 P art y passed the bill as an 

votes. A s t n h Iv" fT by Wanted t0 8arner more Muslim 

this myth. Thecaet ddat^s ? 11751 ^ 111 eXplode the bottom of 
Abdullah eniovs full cr-i-Kashmir Sheikh Muhammad 

Kashmir Statens no! hTdd ^ MUSHmS ° f the J*™™ and 
been proved a numhp f ^ Iom an ybody. This reality has 
Therefore he had * ° \ imes and neecl not be tested again. 

the Muslims with iTthTfo Id 7^ T™™ ^ l ° ^ 
course, non-Muslims of T f 8 °° d WlU for h™-’ But ’ of 
ms of Jammu generally look to the parties 

‘One is reminded of the aim.c- 

people were with him and how'" 18 Statement of Bakhshi. Asked how many 
7* th me - for ty lakh with the si a’? With - the Sheikh, he said, “Forty lakh 
fascmating psycho-analysis' Forrvl m ^ f ° rty lakh with Sadiq" What a 
at that timtt. I v F «V lakh was the ,„ ta | popula , io „ ,J the state 
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opposed to National Conference. 1 They cast most of their 
votes to these anti-National Conference parities. Simple logic 
says that Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah and the National 
Conference should find ways and means of winning the 
maximum votes of the non-Muslims. Thus if it is the 
of Sheikh Sahib to win votes in the elections, then t is 
cannot serve any purpose because there are some 
apprehensions about it in the minds of the non-Mus ims an 
some more apprehensions are created. 

The fact of the matter is that by creating a var ‘ et y ° 
apprehensions, communal Hindus want to put non us 
of Jammu in a state of suspense. The aim is to overs * 
their considered opinion by a wave of emotions in or e 
re-establish their lost credibility. They woul 1 e to m 
an election stunt in order to beg for votes in avour o 
purposeless parties. 


Reasons of conflict and confrontation 

What has been said in the foregone lines is the 
constitutional aspect of the matter. This br ^.° ng situation . 
sided and incomplete picture of th p . IS 

In order to view the issue in its proper P e j’* . aS pects. 
necessary to take note of its political an is usta , ne d strife 
The truth is that this is a new shape o o an o 

between India’s secular and communal forces. 1 no* 
want to play communal game, while ma ing India, 

have indeed no 

They are prompted and instigated y ^ ^ ^ b i 00 d 
and communalism that besmeared t reoeatedly 

of a great Indian like Mahatma Gandhi;those h who 
set the Indian constitution on flames « public, those 

want to change the demographic ^P^^ of population 
majority State of Kashmir by changi g 


'An over-view of J&K elections from 1953 up to 
assertion. 1 


present day falsifies tliis 
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f j f S f trans ^ oim the Muslims (of Kashmir) into a helpless 
„ e minority. The pages ol history stand a witness to the 

Donnlar' COns P* iacaes denuding Kashmir of its Muslim 
in Kashmir ^ Uk>Sett ' ng dle balance of (existing) population 

Desnite ^ asbmili ^ us ^ m is a difficult-to-break person, 
carrvon h h ?*** and Cons P"acies, he continues to 
Hindu com 1Cent , lty and P ers °nality even when limping. The 
wounded ne Ul ^ ^ eVen like to him exisV with 
to remove thp S ° na Uy * But dle Hindu communalists wanting 
accomplish Would see that their old time agenda is 

Si “ f d " 35 P ° SSible - They to clear 

connection thp 1C existence of the Muslims. In this 
in theKashmWsayfng' lar ' ^' My beelucidated 

“ to run away or to eft do • !’ galun - va ralun " meaning 

An alarming of X " “ 

efforts fresh him- • C 1SSUe 1S dlat apart from these 

to it. The mission leat 3nd esca lation have been added 

with more venom Old h" 8 ^ US COntoul ' s and has appeared 

Their inheren°de° e ■(Tl™ SP '' eading ° Ut " eW 

population permanenrlv °i Change the ratl ° of Kashmir 

into a minority so tha^the' tUm ^ Muslim (of Kashmir) 

ir status is nothing better than 

2(, A layman might ask m i 

what were the compulsions^ M With this Perception of India, 

Wlth Indian leadership over the v NC Readership to sign several accords 
really believed in Indian seen I? nd n<lt openl y ask for secession? If NC 
370 on Nehru. He had no need 1Sm ’ t le Slleikl1 had no need to force Article 
on Article 370 and special star,, ? f °/ Special status for J&K. By insisting 
have faith in Indian secularism m i i* She,ldl dem °nstrated that he did not 
while projecting himself -, s -, 1< r ncemust take care of Muslim interests 

majority on State level) had annr ^ ar ^ St ^ Kashmiri Muslims, (being a 

hence the special status by the^ len f lons of Hindu majoritarian-ism and 
had apprehensions from the i^?^ the Hindu minority of Kashmir 

safeguards were provided to them H MUSlml ma > orit y- No constitutional 

» ~ 



annexure i/159 


waiters, footmen and servants of new colonizers. More 
recent events have accelerated the intensity and seriousness 
of these ominous dangers. This makes it necessary that the 
Kashmiris should make a proper analysis of the situation. 
Victory or defeat is a matter of luck but the condition of fait 
and destiny is to resist and confront. 1 More than that is t e 
proper awareness of the situation in order to keep one 
properly armed and alert. 2 God forbid, if we are toge 
drowned in the whirlpool of disaster, at least we s ou e 
able to take the name of God at the time of breathing our as 
This has necessitated reproducing some pages o t e 1S 
in this context. What better beginning can be ma e o 
effort than quoting a verse of Allama Iqbal: 


Apne man main doob karpaja suraghe zindagi 
Tu agar banta nabin mera na ban apna to an 


(Plunge deep in you own mind in order to ^ j 
life. If you do not come into my fold, you may not but at 


be of your own) 


Kashmir for Kashmiris 

Kashmir has always been dear to her natives. T 

despite enduring epochs of oppreS ^°^\ er affectionate 
tyrannies, they never liked to separa jf 

bosom. A French-descended British be 

her heart was ripped open after h. 

found engraved on it. Every Kashm , bosom of 

sustains a lurking desire of getting assimi a^e ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Kashmir. If you do not trust me, th Rawalpindi and 

of the graves of Kashmiris in Muzaffarabad, Rawalptn 

is precis the la„ 8 ua 8 e of Islamic *a»n Iron, the holy 

events of 1990 vindicated these hope* when ethnic cleansing 
Hindus in the valley was accomplishe . . rc j t i ie Muslim League 

These utterances are almost akin to t lose partition of India, 
leaders conveying to their followers on the eve of partmo. 
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Lahore. These graves chant the dirge of the sons of Kashmir 
o remained concealed in their bosom. These dead bodies 
e een buried there as a trust. Those dead bodies had, at 
me o their death, made a will that they are given a 
temporary burial. When conditions improve, they are given 
e shroud of the soil of Mother Kashmir. This would be the 

W-X mT 0 ^ lem P eace - Among these people are Mir 
Ghnls Yusu ^ StahL, Mir Maqbul Gilani, Khwaja 

m abi Gilkar and Muhammad Yusuf Qureshi. 1 

vp S nCW ^ oun< J emotionalism of Kashmiris. A thousand 
venr rXh’ P ° Ct of Kash mirian descent, Bilhan also gave 
all the 6 Sam ^ emotlons in his Sanskrit poems. He travelled 
rule? of if t0 n and bGCame the laureate of the 
profound •T 6 "" bUt tbere a * SO ’ he remembered with 

Zd Zen Y Z ViUa8e Kh ° nmUh thG Saffr ° n fiddS 

“ He wfth a sighing heart 

Zainu 1 ‘Ah- r , ' § reat Kashmirian king Sultan 

and the "'rth, 00 d **' “’ e PU ' Se of *= d «P sentiments 
emissaries ‘ ^ e ° f his compatriots. He sent 

KashmiriBrahmam^ckto 3 * ' 116 ‘° KCM th ° Se 

° l heir native land who displeased 

any'communUy 7x0^,?°^^ ™ homeland nor does it recognize 

wherever they plant their fe^tH Ummah ' M °reover Muslims are told that 

author is fighting the cause of C le ' r * anck ° ne won ders that while the 
basic teachings of Islam and r Kashmiri Muslims all the time, he forgets the 
°f all Kashmiris who died em ‘ UI ^ s ^ ued to Kashmir. He wants the bones 
exhumed and brought to K-iT • * * j tan and remain buried there to be 
urge for the native land. It is ^ ^ re ’^ uded there in order to satisfy the 
Armada disembarked on the slT'^ ^ thaC when Taric l leading a strong 

come on to the land and burn tl l'^ ° ^H a in, be ordered the soldiers to 

the sense in this strange common which the V had sailed. On asking 

because it is our God’s countrv” a ^ C ° d t * lem " An y country is our country 
mast). It should be noted that M-„ , ar ™ ulk mu lke mast kih mulke khudaye 
was a staunch political opponent of the hah ’ the Mir Waiz of Kashmir 

intolerant towards his polUica! onno ^ He knew that the Sheikh was 

and go to Muzaffarabad This is Und Was forced to leave Kashmir 

referred to it earlier, Thosew/ho'sent'them^ 6 ’ 5 “ Wl ^e already 

■sent them mto exile were the leaders of NC. 
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owing to some previous events had departed from Kashmir. 
Zainu l-‘ Abidin called back those Pandits with affection an 
love. On arrival back in Kashmir, they were given a 
reception and were meted out sympathetic treatment, 
bestowed upon them honour and gave away piizes. n 
act of munificence he recorded for future generatio 
message of light in the letters of gold. The letteis ^ 
Kashmir belongs to Kashmiris and the noble sons o 
could neither be separated from this soil noi s ia 
remain unmindful of their Motherland. 

The master of conspiracies 

A long, dreary and dark night of slavery began in 
with the occupation of this land by 1 e ' f the 


A long, dreaiy and dark night or siav«y ^ - 2 Hqw 

with the occupation of this land by t e °^ ntity of the 
during this traumatic period of slavery, nerve- 

Kashmiris was sought to be destroyed is a taxlI J8 events of 
breaking labour. But we shall briefly refer to a 

that history from 1846. , . the WO rld 

Gulab Singh took a step that has no pai^ ^ Kashmiris .3 
history; through a sale deed he pui . cr ime of 

Along with that he began indulging m i gi n ah had 

forcing a change of population ratio. u ^ with the 
succeeded in grabbing Kashmir by formi: g 

'They were not displeased with anything, they ^ j co noclast. While 
home and hearth owing to persecution by - 1 an ^ W | 10IT1 the Bill seeks 
they left owing to religious persecution, t rose aut horities. 
redress had left owing to political persecution^indigenous ruling 
’Foreign occupation began in A.D. 133 w i^ commander. Some 

house was replaced by a fugitive from - wa . . t j n „ foreigners to rule 
historians observe that Kashmiris are adepts in ^ foe Mughals, the 

over them; the Shahmiris, the Baihaqi Sayyic s, e ’ d by Kashmiris to 

Afghans, the Sikhs, and lately the Indians, all ^ ^ optioni the N C 
come and establish their sway over the peop e 

played a decisive role. r t c ta tes like Texas an 

’It may be reminded that several West , assimilated into t e 

California of the United States were pure ia-< j > p eo ple. Alaska is a 

Union. Kashmir is not a lone case of sale of land and p 
more recent example. 
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British. On his first arrival in Kashmir, local people 1 offered 
im tough resistance and brought down his commander 
azir Lakhpat on the Maisuma ground (battlefield). His grave 
at t at place today stands witness to his defeat. The British 

l ^ orces Punched an attack on Kashmir and gave the 

leash of the Kashmiris in the hands of Gulab Singh. Gulab 

, ng u tbal: 6ad come to Kashmir as a usurper 2 and 

rim ^ M as ^ m i r i s would not bear his submission for a long 
sear rvf 6 ° Un< ^ tbat dle mea ns of sustaining himself in the 
K a .u • P ow ^ r ay in changing the ratio of the population of 

The first ^ n turn * n 8 Muslims into a helpless minority, 
the Mus] S CP wu * S d * recldon was to begin the genocide of 
Period thTf ^ MUSlim blood became so cheap in this 
he was let ff I l on ' res ^ dent committed a murder (of a native) 
Gulab ^ a f£W mpees (as fine). 

even durin'nfh ^ llVe long t0 rule over Kashmir - But 
left no ston 6 S ° rt period f° r w hich he was in power, he 

Muslim maio .^ ntU p ned to brin § about the genocide of the 
^dvisitors of those days 
often seen ha C ^ bodles of Kashmiri Muslims were 

Kadal 5 so that ofhefdef ° r dangling rope at Zena 
it. 6 a solution of tH t lam peop ^ e would take a lesson from 
Musti^ri d ' T" Wa$ f ° Und in ‘^‘"8 of 

Singh ordered thT'r M “ d ^ular lakes. Gulab 
Crown prince Ranh. a Fee om ‘ lovin g Muslim be fleeced, 
turned his head to mgb Cou ^ d not bear this scene and 
--_° ° ther Side ‘ Gulab Singh slapped him in 

'Not the local people but the Afeh-^n r 
gave him a tough resistance. 8 Governor and his Afghan soldiers 
he no more an 

Ba 3^ q ^^ a ^ Chak . Akbar, an^others were ahmir (1339) ’ Sayyid Mahmud 

Shamsu’d-Din Araki and others^^ Blltsllll<an - Seh Bhat, Musa Raina, 
According to the C ' 

J& 5oiH S inCreaSed by 27 % since 1981 ’ the po P ulation of Muslims in 
Old time 3rd hrido iy47 

■ s did with Kashmiri Pandits in 1990. 



annexure I / 163 

public and told him admonishingly that he shall have to 
develop the habit of witnessing such (gruesome) scenes 
because in days to come he shall have to resort to su 
measures time and again. The Kashmiri Muslims were m .f 
the only targets of the tyrannical corvee system ( oe & ar 
forced labour introduced during Gulab Singhs time, 
they were made to carry load for the army like t ie , 
burden. The Pandits were exempted from this foice 
system because they were Brahmans and ® xtr ^ 1 ^ Q f 
service from them was not permissible un er ^ 

dharma} Village after village of Muslim P°P^ al ° parn i n o 
be destroyed because the healthy and able- 01 ^ 

members of the Muslim families Thompson 

labourers over mountains to Bonji and g • t . rending 
an Englishman has drawn the picture o 
situation in 1852-53- He writes: 

After Gund, the Sindh valley stands desolated. Villagesiaregh^ Y 
and their fields are desolate. This indicates a ^ by ear iier 

diminishing rapidly. After reading the e ® cri P esent situation, 
travellers and then comparing that wit 1 ^ ^ Mughal 

it becomes clear that in comparison to ie , man ifest. 

Emperors, present day desolation of the area is o 

f 

The fertile brain of Gulab Singh hit U ^P^ asbm j r it was of 
changing the demographic complexion o ^ ^ hand, the 

gradually converting Kashmir into a co o ^ tbe valley 

people were to be massacred or driven habitations 

through forced labour and on the othei ian i en gth and 

of his relatives and loyalists were plantec w£re set u p 

breadth of Kashmir. The Mian Rajput set fiefs (j- a girs) 

in Kashmir. These people were grante e over the 

and they were given the authority to 

. __ I. §tates the non 

‘Such exceptions are not unknown in history. payment of tax. Th e 

Muslims are categorized as dhimmi and sing e a yellow P atc 1 

Jews in an Islamic State needed to wear a s P e< ^ Muslims, 
affixed to the shoulder to distinguish them ro 
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properties, lands, honour, families and livestock of poor 
Kashmiris. The circles of these colonies gradually spread like 
the scars of small pox. Even today, their remnants are to be 
ound in Sayyid pora (Shupian) and Singhpora (Sonawari). 1 

However this scheme did not fructify fully because the 
remedy, which the helpless, destitute and enchained 
ashmins could not find was brought about by the hellish 
winter of Kashmir. These sunburnt fellows (Hindus) were not 
use to the hardships of severe winters. Their hand and feet 
got swo en (because of frost bite) during winter and they 
rh 77° bronchitis. There were some deaths among 
m. hus these people who had a windfall, abandoned 
their jagtrs and left the place. Kashmir winter proved a 

thp h'n Sent , curse ^ or them precisely in a manner in which 

and Hirf r 77^ Russia proved disastrous for Napoleon 

the fre 7 ar S°P al Khasteh writes that the Mian Rajputs had 

were n f ° m the Kashmiris (Muslims) and they 

bindino 7 n ; Werable for thi * criminal act. No law put a 
binding on Mian Rajputs. 2 K 

KalhmiriHh 1 °L G , U ! ab Singh WaS no less a curse for Ihe 

Singh chat tl, 311 ^ rt ^ 1>andils to * cl his successor Ranbir 
entwined „ T ° W$ father had enKred a fish and had got 

wtZntS.ntT dea ' h and rebinh As »■«*, fishin 8 

banned in Kashmir. This calamity reached its peak in the 

families. According conformation^ I u !'I lericil1 strength of these Rajput 
settled down in these two places -in 7* 001 m ° re than a dozen families 

of time. Does settling -i do 7 en f -i ■ eVen C lese dwindled with the passage 
Singh’s time meanl:^ ., fdem T* *Gulab 
converting Muslims into a minor! 77 ^t^ COmplexion of Kashmir and 
say of 27 thousand Kashmiri M, , 1 c yeS ’^ en wllat wil ^ ^ le author have to 
date (2007)? im families settled in Jammu since 1990 till 

^Dervishes and Sufis the mm 

Ai-aki were free to destroy and h, Pan 'u" S and followers of Shamsu’d-Din 
Hindus with tacit support from Mn7 ! ndU temples and convert and kill 
in the closing years of i 5th ce ' ‘ m har eaucracy and official apparatus 
translation by Akhund, Chapter IV, Urdu 
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famine of 1867. If any Kashmiri headed towards a waterway 
to catch a fish and remove his hunger, the official watc 
caught hold of him and taught him a lesson. A contemporary 
paper Indian Public Union drew the following picture o 
situation: 

An Englishman was boating in river Jhelum. Those were die• ^ 

famine in Kashmir. He found that three Kashmiris in c ^ 

desolate place were only half clad. Necklaces ° ro e 
thrown round their necks. They were left foi rree a A fj ere( j 
nights to die offensive smell of die P u ^^.^ S ^ u ^ ( ^^^^ey e had 
them to eat or to drink and survive. The not only fish, 

caught some fish just to satiate tlieir hunger. ' ’ . 

but every kind of meat and chicken is prohibited for eating. 

Ranbir Singh was even extorting tax^out "giving them 
dying of cholera or famine not to spea ^ orders 

some concessions. Anybody venturing to ^ tradition 
would meet the punishment of getting e ^ CC K ^ m i r j idiom 
has reflected these very sentiments in t ie , me aning on 
which ams as this bateh bateb teh py# &' P a ot Her 

the one hand there is scramble for eata es an^^ ^ fi eS h. 1 
hand the gendarmes demand their pot aS hmir in 
An epidemic also spread along with femm 
1887. A missionary doctor has desapublic 

When cholera epidemic took the toll o Ma i iara j a had found an 
announcement was made in the town tha secret talisman 

effective cure of the disease. What was it. ^ esitatec j to pay f° ur 
(mantra) costing four annas a piece. If any x) ^ ^ c j oor an d four 
annas and buy the talisman, it woulc re s 
annas were realized from him... 

Not only that, on the one hand famine w hara j a was 
population, and on the other hanc 

. _ - n ^ as hmiri trace 

'Most of the idioms, folk punches, satires a^ ^rangini, tr. Stein 2 vols- 
their origin to the days of Hindu period. See Rajatarang 

1897. 
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exploiting this natural calamity. According to Francis 
Younghusband, only three out of five parts of Kashmir 
population were consumed by the famine of 1877. To this 
day this is known as “the Big Famine” (bod draag) 
in Kashmir. Dr. Arther Neve says that hundreds of Kashmiris 
were thrown into the Wular lake. One J.C. Murray Ensley was 
in Kashmir in those days. Fie wrote on the basis of a 
newspaper report of 13 August 1877 that in a village in the 
oot of Gulmarg Mountains, the bones of the inhabitants of an 
entire village had been found. Those people were hiding for 
t e ear of being detected and caught by the soldiers of the 
i a ara,a< thousands of Muslims abandoned the valley during 
amine and headed towards the Punjab for refuge (from 
ne . The conditions in Kashmir during the times of Ranbir 

f ^ Ca i n 8^ eane d from the following excerpt of a 
rreedom-loving Englishman namely Robert Thorp: 

ThevT haraia ^ SOldiers considered Kashmiris as their slaves, 
his L ? etra hair ; raisin 8 oppression on them. The Maharaja and 
servants TT e ® a ^ sed dle summoning of the Kashmiri Muslims as 
he rh-iii' 3 7 r 5 ’ porters > footmen and peons. This law could not 
ambit of f^ bringing the Kashmiri Pandits within the 

Rods (dlZV, WaS prohibited because they are Brahman 

Us worst 

The Times ° nn ^ Ction ’ Captain Knight, the correspondent of 

Meet as follo° n °u Writes in bis book Where Three Empires 
follows about the pitiable condition of the Kashmiris 

and^elpless Kash Gll81t dre aded words in Kashmir. Destitute 

in their feet, are forciN 7^ & Shred on their bodies and a sandal 

to Gilgit like the bea J ragged out of their homes and dispatched 

thOSG paths over the Rocky 

and blizzard stricken Decause °f hunger and thirst. On snow 

hundreds. When an unfortunate kTu*' they in 8 roups of 
__ fortunate Kashmiri is caught hold of for 

'The Peerzadgan, Moulavis Sofis 

mendicants were also exempted 
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deployment on forced labour to Gilgit, his children and wife end 
him and give out hear-rending cries and sobs because ie> 
they are passing on the bread winner of the family to certain 
and would never ever see his face again. Such heart piercing sc ■ 

are told about those traversing the snow bound true s in 1 n 
in Siberia, this pain and torture is inflicted on crimina s a 
character. Those forced to traverse the fatal P a 
Kashmiri Muslims die innocent and harmless subjects of the Malta ] • 

Ranbir Singh gave a new shape to the old , 

colonization. He laid out Maharaj Ganj and Maharaj ^ » 

allotted shops to the Hindu traders and ^ iatr ^ r ° rDOse in 
the State in these localities. 1 There was double P P ^ 
bringing these Khatris (shopkeepers). One ^ as seconc i 
population ratio of the Muslims of the va ey, q in t he 
was to put the lever of Kashmir business an t ^ e j ast 

hands of these non-Kashmiris so that they wou special 

drop of blood from the veins of the as mac j e in 
residential localities for these peop e ^ Bagh 

Magharmal Bagh, Wazir Bagh, Raj Ba§ . 1 lanc j on throw 
areas. 2 They were provided with laige p o a j so given 

away price for residential houses, t ey _^ who 

- 1 r nf the Hindu businessm 

‘The author does not give the number "J’ e there wer e not more 

received the largesse. According 10 my mf we re not from 

than a dozen of them. It has to be noted that ,Tlos were part of J&K 
Punjab but from Muzaffarabad and Mirpur areas non . state subjects. 

State. As such they were not outsiders nor v^e 

However they did not speak Kashmiri, (tr) nogra period. Of course 

2 These new habitats were developed during 1 f or their residence, 

die Punjabi speaking people chose these sett e tinue d one. Today we 

The process of new settlements coming up is ^ , Jammu city mostly 

have large and well planned settlements in an Top, Gujjar 

inhabited by the Kashmiri Muslims. Batmdi, a » curiou sly ™ ost ot 
Nagar, Siddhra etc. are Muslim majority sett ^ these localities. Jamnm 

the terrorists in Jk immu have been captuie . the demographic 

people do not seriously take it an attemp , 27,000 homestea s 

complexion of the town although reporte y n Many Muslim M ’ 
Kashmiri Muslims have come up in these b U ilt palaces in ties 

Ministers and bureaucrats from Kashmir 
colonies. 




168 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGHTS 

permission to fell the tree from the jungles to obtain timber 
for construction of their houses. 

This was the period for the rise to its heights of glory for 
biggest local colonizing agency namely the tribe of 
ars. They devised all possible methods to further weaken 
t e condition of the Kashmiris. As such an idiom in Kashmiri 
language gained popularity viz. Dhar abaci teh Kashir barbad 
de^olat^ 1 W ^ en Thai's are prosperous, Kashmir is 

At this point of time, the first labour uprising in 

sh^m . mporar y t * mes took place in Zaldagar. The helpless 
v weavers were trampled under the hoofs of cavalry 

Shawfiu^ 6r ^ instruaions °f the Director ( daroga) of 
victims Mi M 8 department ( Da g Shawl), Rajkak Dhar. Many 
in th ThV d ° Wn fr ° m Ha,p R ather bund and were drowned 
satirise th Um ’ A Kas hmiri satirist composed this Farsi verse to 
saunse the rule of -righteousness- of the Dogra rulers. 

Bud wird-e zaban-e abl-e kharaj 
Dbaron ka raj mulk ha taraj 

the destruction of thtTcountry) ^ ^ ^ Dha '' S 

Arya Samai'suo 1 ^ ^ ami Dayanand Saraswati, the founder of 

that thiS - “- V should 
(solidarity) should he (Purification) and Sangbalban 

Yavanas^ushl) sClTbeT k .* h ° U “ * P UrifleA ^ 

machinery. ^ ept away from the state 

'In history, we come 

influence and have played a m| SS - ° Uses ! ' lat have wielded power and 

whom they lived. The Dhars nf ‘ n ™ akin 8'he history of the people among 
The rise of these families is tn im ^ . adak Srinagar were one such family- 
social and economic conditions ^ nder f ood in 'he background of political, 
he thll n d generation of Sheikh Ahrf T'" 8 M the morr >ent. Today we have 
and influence in Kashmir Clt^ 11 ^’ 8 house wielding supreme power 
any situations and personalities. ^ ° ne stated here are common to 
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It is known to all that Maharaja Pratap Singh was not 
prepared to see the face of any Muslim from early morning 
till noon, the time scheduled for offering prayers. And if by 
chance his eyes caught the sight of a Musulman during these 
hours, he considered it an ill omen and paid fovtis 
compensations. 1 During his times, there was a massive in ux 
of non-Kashmiri Hindus into Kashmir. The woids o S^am 
Dayanand were ringing in the ears of the Maharaja. T tat 
the reasons why he encouraged a great inflow 0 ne n 
local Hindus and appointed them on high posts. 1 aey 
provided with a number of incentives for taking up 
in Kashmir. 2 This influx of non local Hindus u im 
became a campaign. Through bettei e *P ei *f . ay 
expertise, these non-local Hindus established th y 

over the economic life of the State. They oml ^ lize( j 
administrative structure, acquired jagiis an 1110 figure 
trade and commerce.-’ Kashmiri Musulman^ ^ maily 
anywhere. He was not a competitor a ‘ . sweat 

the slave of non- local compatriots. His Wood and swea 

provided greenery to the fields belonging 
enlivened their parlours with merriment. Hindus saw 

However, when Kashmiri Pandits anc Jamn ^ t H e ir 
that outsiders had begun to establish Q t ? he " ^^hmiri Pandits 
interests were threatened. Around > callowing the 

and Jammu Hindus jointly raised the voice of disallo 

‘During the reign of Sultans, when Shamsu d ^ petty official for 
mission of conversion, he physically punisie seeing hina.(tr) 

nding a horse in his presence and not dismounting 0 fshahmiri Sultans of 
“Autocrats always behave like that. During t ie a ^ special favours 

Kashmir, men coming from Iran and Turkestan wer were given jagit^ 
and given high administrative positions in ' h J s 0 f India did the 

w ^ich their descendants hold even today. rec j rivalry between 

same on a very large scale so much so that t | ere 

Iranian and Turanian emigres at the Mug ia Kashmir also. Sayym 
5 This precisely applies to the Baihaqi Sayyi s ^ u j tan of Kashmir or 

Mahmud Baihaqi, a non-Kashmiri even rose to e 
some time. 
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non-locals to purchase land in Kashmir, and to keep them out 
of government jobs. 1 

In those days, Raja Hari Singh was busy hatching 
conspiracies against his aged uncle, Maharaja Pratap Singh. 
Because of the intrigues of his late father and his own 
manipulations, he had the apprehension that the dying 
Maharaja (Pratap Singh) might decline to pass on the crown to 
him. He (Hari Singh) also joined issue with the Pandits and 
Jammu Hindus. At the end of the day, the State Subject law 
came into being. Under this law, non-local persons were not 
owed to purchase landed property in Kashmir. At that 
point of time, eighty five percent of the jagirs in Kashmir 

Wkh thC Jammu and the Pandit landlords and 
a ars. The strange thing is that while today the Muslims 
are no more in need of auctioning their properties, Karan 
g , t c illustrious son of Hari Singh, vociferously demands 
abrogation of Article 370 of the Indian Construction although 
mis was done in accordance with the spirit of the State Subject 
• t is a matter of regret that some among Pandit fraternity, 

, . ’ T e time, had raised their voice in support of 

v c• H u C n ° c i ua ^ rns °f conscience in joining the camp of 
ahrno f ^ non "^ oca i merchant class demanding the 
of taij 10n ° Artic ^ e 370- This is done with the sole objective 
mg away the landed properties in Kashmir from the 

reinforced wUh consTtutiona^^* 0 “ ntinued but stron « 1 Y supported and 
Abdullah Article V7rir,ft i- P rovislons by the Government of Sheikh 

Naya Kashm^'pr'Xmme' Onre ^7 S '°" e ° f 

compensation to the owners of the la ! u ^ “ ccom P lished without any 

much talked about Nava Kn i • d (somethin 8 u nique to Kashmir), the 
taken back for il\ e Z „r " ™ Consi « n ^ to dustbin and never 
Kashmir quickly distributed" ti™ 6 MuS . Um chakdar $ and jagirdars of 
descendants and the sunnn r 1G1F 1a & irs am °ng their true or fake 
records and thus no Kash r 1V ^ revenue °fficials made entries in revenue 
inequitable, abolishing n f . , US lrn lost an Y Piece of his land. Although 
its uniform application in Kash^w if™ WUS a Rreat Progressive step, yet 

a ley was advertently undermined. 
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hands of Kashmiri Musulman and passing them into the h 
of Hindu capitalists, who would come to Kashmir in mge 
numbers and thus reduce the Kashmiri Muslims to a mino 

Conspiracies against Kashmir Freedom Movem 

Maharaja Hari Singh ascended the throne aftei the 
Pratap Singh. With chat, the sentiment of 
Muslims majority to a minority was rekinc e . ^ jhow 

clippings from the Hindu newspapers 
what conspiracies were being hatched. 

Thp scent of what we 

“We shall also demonstrate something uniqu • Kashmir to 

propose to do will spread from Kabul to Ca cu ' ,c Q iidarity). This 
Cape Camorine. Tte will be the Hindu 

will bring the Hindu Scale into being. There will be« P d fjl 
(purification) and the tordenr of Afghanistan m 

these miracles will appear very soon . r iap> (swarajyd) through 
“When die time will draw near to obtain se drn e die Hindu 

the power of Hindu solidarity (sangathan), ^ be die dudes 

Mahasabha will announce its decisions as o s tate and what 

and rights of die Muslims and the Christians Milap , Lahore 

will be die condition for dieir shuddi (pm 
25 May 1925. 

This type of mentality had become so P ^ su bjecis, had 
and Maharajas, instead of caring or ^ conte xt, the 
b ecome victims of shocking P re i u ice ' Article 370- But 

'No one has heard Karan Singh demanding a 8 j nc jj a and in the 

the fact of the matter is that there are section ^ t0 purchase lan an 

State who argue that when aJ&K subject us are citizensof In ,a " 
other immoveable property anywhere m n ’ ^ one -way tra u * 
allowed to buy land and property mj& . the j n dian Union. 

8 °ing to integrate the people of the Sta e , that he being of Kah , 
b-K. Nehru, the Governor of J&K sai J° ' nces tral state, while his or ’ 
origin could not buy an inch of land in ‘ s jndia. How can, in t ie 
a Kashmiri subject, could buy land anyw ier indefinitely? t0 

globalization, this policy of segregation co ik h an d its NC * 

The political movement in Kashmir under the^Sh ^ fflovement m U* 
he understood through the parameters movement/up 1 isin 

onder the Congress. In Kashmir it was a po ‘ Trans lator’s Conun 
the autocratic rule of Dogras of Hindu rai 



172 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGHTS 

famous Kashmir expert and friend of Kashmir, Sir Walter 
Lawrence has recounted an anecdote. He writes: The brother 
o the Maharaja of Jodhpur hated the Muslims. However, 
came to know about the depth of this hatred only when I 
s pieparing to leturn home from India. The Viceroy hosted 
lewell dinnei in my honor. Sri Pratap Singh was among 
, C r St f IIe SaiC * tbat tbe P ur P ose of his life was to destroy 

the Musulmans of India.' 

Kashmir, the Maharaja had raised the slogan of justice, 
n spite of that he ran an oppressive and prejudiced 
raent so much so that a state-level movement 
f repf ]^ e n ’ wb ‘ c b ultimately took the shape of a 

on Tulv^Tor 1110111 * n btale ' ^ * s wor th mentioning that 

of fh Jr ’ i 1 .’ the peaceful demonstrators at the main gate 

the sloo-f ntf f ** * n ^dnagar were fired at. They had raised 
only f a io P ti ° n ^ Live Justice” But Maharajas “Justice” was 

barrel of the gum 2 PCOple got i ustice through the 

and onnL^ moy ement in 1931 was one against injustice 

Hindus oress IOn ’- ^ ^ Mahara ) a ’ his proteges and the 
and Pratatio PIO / e ? ed 11 a dangerous conspiracy. The Milap 

name ° f ' Pan 'Islamism”, “setting up an 
revolution”, in th' ^ UmeS ‘ bnn 8 in g in of ‘Bolshevik 
and the Bririch • 1S Wa ^’ non 'Muslims of the sub-continent 
jointly alt P *??™ b ° lh were induced to stand up 

President of Hindu" S § hl^ 1 ^ 8enuine movement. 1 The 
____ abha, Dr. Munje happened to be in 

ipo j 

fomenting Hindu-MusHm^'° n■ ab ° U 1 the role of the colonialists in 
Kashmir 1846 -1946 hv nt 1Ct m India see Imperialist Maneuvers in 

-The* Publications, Delhi. 

attacked the guards who opened fir^ Ta t0 break the « ates wt the ) ai1 and 

the widespread loot and arson Fit- ^ lmmediate fall out of the firing was 
in Maharaj Ganj, Zaina Kadal s° m ^ U sbo P s an d business establishments 
attacked by the rowdy crowd* H . lnclu bouses in Vichar Nag were also 
Researches by histor 1 Muslim Youth. 

British Agent and his crones in7 eStablished beyond doubt the role of the 
rule is their patent principle of dipbmac 8 ^ Crisis in Kashmir - Divide and 
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London at the time. There he issued a statement sa> in 0 t at 1 
was a conspiracy of the Muslims against a Hindu s ^ ate> 
the British government should not tolerate tie <-> 
handedness of the Muslims in this bolder state, mi 
towering Hindu leader, Dr. Khare came to Muzaffarabad a 
told the audience in a Hindu meeting that it v^as 
religious duty to protect the Hindu Raj of Kashmir. He added 
that they would not rest until the uprising was crushed 
Khushal Chand, the editor of Milap wrote m hts own 
handwritings as this: 

/'t _TTochmir For 


nciwruings as 1111 s: 

“The readying of the Muslims oi die State has to be 


a revolt is'theoutcome of a conspiracy. 
uprooted. The seeds sown on Kashmir at tins po 
destroyed”. (Milap 17July 1931. P-3) 

Again, the following provocative statemer 

Kashmir is in trouble the slaves ^ df^Kaslimiri Hindus 

1931 p.5) If the Muslims prevail m Kash ro ^ s of H j^u S in Hindustan 

were harmed, tlien die condiuo - ng us are underway in 

will be in peril. Preparations * ,ih wake up otherwise their 

Kashmir. The Hindus of the PL "J' o }^^ Hindu s oO Kashmir. (Milap 
condition will be the same as tl c 

31 Oct 1931, p.14). I . e t , lte they should say good 

If the Hindus of India want to «.ve K S ^ ^ ^ stn(ggle This is 
bye to ease and comfort and egg d , s state tliat has fallen 

the time to wake up, be alert and save the Hindus 

in the clutches of the devils. (Milap 1 ° v • 

Not only that, one newspaper incited * e t J[*™ xtent that it 

and anarchy against Kashmirii us in are Muslims 

wrote, “On all the ^-^^Kashmtr, 1, will be ve^ 
states. If the Islamic flag fmtte . „ The condition 

dangerous for the British 8°'^ rn , . to announce in 

became so serious that the prime m found of the 

the House of Commons that no P‘° mo il. (House of 

hand of the Bolsheviks in the Kashm„ 

Commons Proceedings 22 Feb, 
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The propaganda laid emphasis on this: The Kashmiri 
Muslims, who according to the Milap had more rights, should, 
or redemption (of their sins) announce that they do not 
emand any kind of rights and are happy with the conditions 
m w ich they are at the moment (14 August 1931). They are 
ning the Pan-Islamic movement. This last mentioned 
g tion was made mostly in London. A well-wisher of the 
as miris, Albion Bannerjee, who had resigned in 1929 from 
tate servKre on account of differences with the Maharaja, and 

whoi 13 e fP osed the misdeeds of the Kashmir Durbar to the 
Whole world, had to issue the following statement: 

the sfarp ^ ^tf' fSOn * n ^ nd * a an< -l England invited my attention to 
Islamism 11 T| nt i that -. the tUrmoil in Kashm ir is the result of Pan- 
minister in rtf Unt - reCent , da y s remained die foreign and political 
debate in re^ of Sn Hari Singh and would not like to join a 

would be onlt' r l ° Ka ' dlmir affairs - But in the on going situation, it 
Put forth mv 7 Pr ° per that kee P in g die public good in mind, I should 
tak Pan& Wh ‘ Ch “ l>aSed personal knowledge. I 

persons Tlie f ° vemen t is a hoax contrived by mischievous 
mr,dno7e n n “ ma “' r is Kashmiri masses are the 

centur™ 1 ‘T 'T"™" 8 W' whole of India. For 

Pandits Kashmir^ P"™ 10 " 5 - influence of the 

not an L)lated)((m P t ga ( da . aKamSt Kashmir ' Muslims was 
The Maharaja had called rVi't Durbar W3S encouraging it. 

to suppress the movement in k" 'i'' 1 ’ 1 '"" Kaul from Lahore 
charge of the Prime ivr • Kashmir - After assuming the 

regular contacts with th^H^i °\ the State ’ he maintained 
Lahore. He had noste n- m U eaders an d newspapers in 
in Lahore. He was the ^ persona ^ ass *stant Jeevanlal Matto 
the people’s movement^ d ° m8 Wire pullin 8 and P aint ing 
bringing a bad name to k* u * COmmunal uprising thereby 
the Maharaja and a m’ • S mif ^ us *‘ ms - A close relative of 
Kartar Singh made thic i 1Stei > * n ca binet namely Thakur 
this baseless statement before the Dalai 


annexure 


1/ 175 


to 


Commission: “The purpose of the Kashmir movement 
establish Islamic government in Northern India . 

The tirade of Pan-Islamism and Islamic State was no me 
only to paint Kashmir movement in wiong c ° ol "'- 
meant to create an atmosphere conducive for in u 
opinion in regard to the scheme he had put forth and which 
had evoked palpable response in the Kashmir Council of 
Ministers. Lala Hardayal was a staunch Hindu c 
and supporter of Hindu Mahasabha. His sc em j^pp 
transforming Muslims of the State of Kas imir an 
into a minority and thus making the bot^^ 
Aryavarta impregnable. In this context^ Go towards 

a leading advocate of Lahore wro heed ^ ^ 

the end of 1931 that as long as he did no f y ^ the 

advice, he could not enjoy a peace:u i s ^ on the 

Maharaja that he should throw ope < . region that 

Hindus from the Punjab. Punpo was^ of Hindus 

encompassed a large populatio . Hpsired to settle 

from the Punjab moved into Kashmir and destre^ ^ ^ 

down there, it would certainly im Hindus should 

population. The only condition was f or change of 

be provided adequate fecih “ es 5* Ma hasabha Physical 
place. The secretary of the . Ra j j a in paid a 

Culture and Volunteer Departmen , . and Ra j a Hari 

visit to Srinagar where he met Wltl pha namely Bhai 

Koul. Another top leader of Hindu M^^Jg the 
Parmanand emphasized the necessi 
situation in Kashmir. , de ex p ress ed on 

Deep anguish and despair COI ^J^ ir In a memorandum 

the conditions of the Muslims in Mens Association 

presented by Sanatan Dharm °^° G i anc y Commission, 

(Yuvak Sabha) leaders in Srinagar to insisted upon 

the use of the term “Kashmiri I me 

gych it did 

! It was a movement launched by the Ml |‘ s11 ^ ^ wefe not that, Sheikh 

not have “national” but only sectarian con National Conferencce. 

Abdullah had no reason to part ways and estawu 
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instead of Kashmiri Pandit”. The memorandum was printed 
at Bharat Printing Press Lahore and the Hindu Mahasabha 
activists had a special role in its drafting. In its opening part, a 
claim contrary to the facts was stated as this: “A majority of 
Kashmiri Hindus has been converted to Islamic faith at the 
point of gun. A large number of them were f orced to abandon 
their homes and hearths and take shelter in Hindustan.” 

It is clear that they were dreaming of reversing the 
Muslims majority in Kashmir. More surprisingly, the story of 
ait lessness to the Kashmir cause was recounted with gusto 
an with the support of historical evidence in the process. 

is a so shows to what length they were ready to go against 
t eir comparators, and to denigrate and humiliate them, 
n the second decade of the last century, they (Kashmiri 
indus) changed the government of the land (Kashmir). This 
was made under the leadership of Birbal Dhar 
lrza Kak?) Dhar. By inviting the Sikhs to Kashmir, they 
oo care of their own and their country’s deliverance. 1 

nng t e rule of the Sikh Governors and first two Dogra 
rulers, they (Dhars/Kashmiri Hindus) were not only the king 
makers but also filled most important administrative posts. 

Kfldh 18 - 1 - u™ f ° f Mahara )' a Gula b Singh and Ranbir Singh, the 
run me us occupied the posts of Governor, Accountant 
eneral and Development Minister in both of the provinces. 

In or^r WeiG P er P etrate d against the Muslims. 

Roti Ao't °r e ^ Ve tbem of their just rights; gimmicks like 
Muslims 1 w 10n WC i re floated - 2 At the same time, Kashmiri 
the cloud *7 8radually inchin 8 towards secular politics after 
are tndirio° ^ m0t . 10ns be 8 an to disappear. Kashmiri Muslims 

Sha^r^otT °7 ing “ 

_ ’ le y do not believe in Hindu-Muslim 

Sarfi to the court of AkbaftnA D ,<?Unni !ed by Maulana 

Mughal troops to defeat the sh- ' , requestin 8 the Emperor to send 

Kaji Chak visiting Humayun in aJ" f f shmir ^suf Shah Chak), and of 
recapture Kashmir for him ^ d requestin 8 for Mughal troops to 
'For Roti Agitation see the text. 
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discrimination. In the first session of the Muslims c ' >nl '' ien “ 
in 1932. lire elected President and the founder- leacier ot 

freedom movement, Sheikh Muhammad A u * ^ahtsthat 
rights that we demand for the Muslims are a so a 
we demand for our non-Muslim compaino* • 
address of the session held at Pathar Masji , n 0 
As Kashmir Freedom Movement 
national and secular susceptibi y. ^ of Kashmir 

Abdullah held meetings with the an During the 

and also invited them to speak fiom ns p cre mation of 
riots, Sheikh Sahib, risking his life, managedl thecren^ 

a Pandit girl amidst doubts and suspiciou anizat ion in 

the efforts of Sheikh Sahib, the largest p P ^ raised on 
Kashmir, namely National Conference ca became a 

secular foundations. For this step, She kh Sahib 
target of hostility from communal*s. and the 

communalists from communities, and u pbraided 

Muslims. The Muslim communa ists < fj e said that 

him but he remained steadfast to ns co and re iigion 

their struggle was not on the basis o p| e sa id that the 

but on the basis of class and just P nn die Muslims as 

oppressors and the oppressed weie ^ ere c ould be no 
well as among the Hindus. As su ^ sa - d diat they hated 
discrimination of mosque and tenip e disease not the 

oppression and not the oppress - ^ ta king this bold 

diseased. On the one hand Shei d is Pandit comrades 

and humane step but on the ot ter r ’ | it y expressing 
were rendered helpless by t iei mo vement. As the 

apprehensions about his seC , die inference that the 

movement gained strength, they c gazaz, Kilam anc 

Hindu kingship would be haime Nationa i Conference^ 
Kashyapa Bandhu, all resigne an ization remaine 

However the leadership o 1 ie . lreaso n was Sheikh’s 

'This was not the cause for their the gun and all other t his 

assertion to Kashyapa Bandhu that s • tran;; i at ed into Eng is 
are stars”. See Kashyapa Bandhu s e 
writer and published by Kashmir Sen i 
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steadfast in its mission and began developing contacts with 

e argest secular organization of the country namely 

ndian National Congress. Jawaharlal Nehru visited Kashmir. 

ven he was not spared by the Hindu communalists. 

h^ i nsl:rat * ons a gainst him were staged. Jawaharlal Nehru 

in h 8 L t0 the C6ntral place of the Pandits in Sheetalnath and 

told tl FeSS ^ le P anc ^* ts he called a spade a spade. He 

scnm Cn V° g * ve U P trea bng the Muslims with hatred and 

handc JVv. e u aS * S unsocia biHty. He advised them to join 

system • * l, 1 6 ^ uskms an< J work for a just and democratic 
system in the State. 1 

Kashmiri communalism continued with its full fury, 

of the freo ? ltS ^ n0t ° n ^ wit bdraw from the mainstream 
opposing it in' 11 raovement but also took leading role in 
Kashmir the °t t0 Sbow c *own the secular movement of 
alliance with the Mml^ hesitate to establish unholy 

Jawaharla, Neht 

1944 i nc ijo n „ b Maulana Azad visited Kashmir in 

that this healthy CUT 3 " 5 ' 8 n °' ■“«* 3t Th ^ fcU 

diseased commn l W ° Uld give a set back to their 

group had been esab!’ 7/"°' '° 3 Hindu ' Sikh y outh 
According to the d’I'" ,n Jammu led b y Kaviraj Vishnu. 

Mu2affaraLdsession a ^heM| lbliShed from Jammu ' in the 

“Kashmir belongs to T-r i ° owln S resolution was adopted: 

have a right to rule” 14° U Mabara ) a an d the Muslims do not 
-S^to^rule . However V ir Savarkar came to the State 

had threatened thaTif ?he ^ ^ the speech under reference, Nehru 
Conference and the leadershiJ^r If C * ic * not ^ aP in line with National 
°ut. History is a cruel judge Tl^° ' they would be wiped 

to follow was dismissed as Same person wh ° the Pandits were advised 
12 long years by same Pandit ^^ arrestec * an d lodged in jails for 

special status of J& K in Indian r Furthermore Sheikh’s insistence for 

Kash Cted ^ iS COmmunal Proclivhie.s° He tUtI ° n includin 8 Article 370 amply 
- mir Muslims in Hindu doming 1 W f nted to sa feguarcl the interests of 
M-hm dominated Kashm ir >^ ab ™ Hindu minority in 

an aT " **•* a practSlT “ was even thought 

appropriate decision in their retfn' The u Pandits w ^re justified in taking 
11 relations with NC. 
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to infuse new spirit into communal groups in the Sta 
He joined his voice with that of the Muslim Leag 
leadership and said that secular politics in Kashmir was y 
to dupe the Hindus of the State. Going a step furt er, e 
it (secularism) would become a source of an^e 
collective interests of the Hindus. n oi 

In 1946, the President of Jammu and K ^ s mir the 

Conference, Sheikh Muhammad Abdulla ra hm 

revolutionary slogan of “Quit Kashmir . J awa a , Hinc j u 
supported it 2 but entire non-Muslim press o n > ^ tQ 

Mahasabha and other communal elements join ns 

denounce the movement as the movemen action 

They called Sheikh Abdullah a rebel «*%£££„ 
against him, Jawaharlal Nehru came up ma de the 

his sympathy with Kashmiri people w 1 , t those who 

target of bullets. He was surprised tot:m indude d the 

blocked his road and yelled go ac , relations 

Mahasabha activists from Jammu an 
among the Kashmiri Pandits. 3 

Plan of genocide of Kashmiris ^ ^ ^ country J 

Now plans were drawn for the P‘ irtlU preparing to 

Muslim and Hindu communalists in In i 

_ _ d a | et ter written by 

'Historians and research scholars have ui ” , a pologiz‘ n 8 I° r 

Sheikh Abdullah to Maharaja Hari Sing . ‘ ltyto it. . in 

agitation against the regime and pledging u . tg a similar movernen 
’Why did not Nehru support, ° f thetn in the rest of India- 

any other Princely State out of nearly 5 Nehru at Kohala 1 ’ 

'Fo, an insight into <he story of °^ w „ the Mateo.,» ** 

see relevant portions and letters eXt '"“’f J,' u „ patel, Jte Sardarhf^ ^ 
authorities in New Delhi in the biograp ^ ^ _ wr iting about Ne im 
Menon. Furthermore, it Is Sheikh Abduteh »ho w.th 

autobiography Atash-e-Chinar says, te ending 

"’Partition of India along two na f "^/l^rdttonwas drawn by the 
demand of Muslim League and the plan o . Bengal, whic 1 

sh rulers. Jinnah had declared “Direct Actton 
M'nnr W i t i 1 t | ie blood of human beings • 
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play with the blood of human beings. On the advice of his 
Delhi-based communal friends, the Maharaja appointed an 
old time and seasoned Arya Samajist namely Mehar Chand 
Mahajan as the Prime Minister of the State. Another Hindu 
emagogue named Ram Batra represented him. Both were 
introspecting how to transform the Kashmiri Muslim majority 
nto a minority. In independent India, they found new and 
power ul patrons in the corridors of power in New Delhi. 

e murderers of Mahatma Gandhi and the old time rival of 
Jawaharlal Nehru 1 joined hands and began to think of 
implementing the Hardayal Plan in Kashmir. 
co jj r er f ac il lta te their work, their Pakistani communal 
Ai f u_ a ^? eS 1 ’ ,:oo, were pre-occupied with machinations. 
verthp^tJ 6 K as hmir was a Muslim majority area 

maiorirv u ^ 3 t ^ orn in side. It was only the Muslim 

subconr ° Kashmir that could be singled out as one in the 
ubcontment rejecting their two nations theory. Not only that, 

™™:; r ‘ ( “ uslims > had boidi ^ u 
consent ten • 1 kC reven 8 e f rom them. Without taking its 

Kashmir and S 'm? considerad on, they launched an attack on 
religion and ^ ^ dlscriminatin 8 people on the basis of 
Nationalist and^™ 01 ^’ sub i ected them to loot and arson. 3 
Maqbool She P atriot ic Muslims like Master Abdul Aziz and 
qbool Sherwam stood up to them. By making the supreme 

the Maharaja had been in'"^ ^ ^ Ne * lru " 1S to Sardar Patel with whom 

misinformed on relations betw^n ’UieT ^ * 'T* time ‘ The auth ° r 
Committee of Congress Hi M r Sardar and Nehru. In the Central 

taken on the choice of the P ° mmand Presided over by Gandhi, vote was 
and Patel were in the frav iJ'T Minister of In dia. Two candidates, Nehru 
the result of voting Patel wi/a 8<>t ? ° Ut of 10 votes - After the declaration of 
2 Were there any non-comm^, f e,eCtion in favour of Nehru. 

Pakistan? Pakistan was created 1 )' 111 1 eaders ln the newly formed state of 

nations theory, and the nation uVi^ Indian Muslims on the basis of two- 
Mushm nation which had refund m tIle new state was certainly the 
SP ?he f «o n0n ' COmmUnal Mus lims? t0 W ’ th non ' MuslilT, s? Where was 

falsifies this claim. ” tl0n ° f Hlndus and Sikhs during the tribal attack 
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sacrifice of their lives, they brought honour to the^leader 
and the movement. The backbone of two-nation ^ 
broken in Kashmir.' The whole world saw hat Kashm^ 

Muslims refused to be ensnared by P * klSta ™ ™ bring abo ut 
been making loud promises. They ecice basis tbe 

their accession with democratic In 13 on , e faced but 

principles of secularism. Many difficu ties ban j S hed from 
the demon of Muslim communalism. v border. 

Kashmir. 2 It took shelter on the other si e ^ sever its one 
Communalism is a multi-headed iy ra ^ ^bile Muslim 
head, another head rises in its p com munalism 

communalism was banishe , 1 ^ monopoly of 

re-emerged after some time. Now it ^. fe Q f Hindu 
keeping the flame of the em °^ r j va p the Hindu 
communalism burning. Without J e preparations 

communalists began ruling the roost ™*' 
for transforming Kashmiri majonty in anC i Kapurthala 

In March 1947, the Maharajas ° h For several 

came to Jammu on the invitation o f easts and dinners, 
days they were his guests; enjoym ^ transforming 
Simultaneously, the secret plan ° ma finalized. 3 Soon after 
the Muslim majority into a minority j oG t and killing m 

this event, the Dogra army embar . eme rged in h is true 
Poonch and Kotli areas. Han Sin ® fwar against his own 
colours and made an open dec ara i 0cto ber 26 , 1947, e 
Muslim subjects. 4 On the night o 

l Did history prove it right? Q f Lahore 

2 Why then Article 370? Muslim League lea ers - ng 

The author makes no ment.on of ,*“ mis point of “dosed 

making a flurry of secret visits t0 Sr ‘" J ?i u m. D in Qara and olhe 
local Muslim Conference leaders ( ° ^ >^orld War 11 

d ”'S, been sa,a that 

this internal threat. There was no uni 
administration at that time. 
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fled to Jammu carrying with him baggage of pearls and 
monds. At every place throughout the route to Jammu he 
to finish the Muslims. Eye witnesses to that episode 
l Stl After reaching Chineni, Rani Tara Devi 

o jf . , C a measur es of caution. She took an idol in her lap. 

^ n an °P en care > she left her hair loose as if she was in 
tnlrl fp, rr * ouin ' n g- She talked with the people en-route and 
them f m SbOUt thC desecration of the idol and thus instigated 
entnuro reven 8 e - The result was that she left behind her 
ensued ^ °^ deat h an d destruction. Chaos and anarchy 

human h • arOUnd ' Riots an d disturbances that consumed 
human bemgs engulfed entire Jammu region.> 

already arrived"^ TOlunteers from Eas ‘ Punjab had 
after grounQ f J ammu ancl begun mass murder. Groups 
Kathua to Ri a °- men arrivecl and had fanned out from 

4 co U ° XlTtt mhan - ^ *“ al in J ammu . the 
own hands. Tara n C ° mmand of this genocide into their 
context. The exceptionally active in this 

seized arms fronXatXXX? 3 X 8 °‘ * hint ' They 
messengers of death < l„ lh ,. ,. d fann f d ° U ‘ ° n aU sideS “ 
_ ^ llst week of November 1947, 

ofFarooqAblllaMnjanSrlV^/T 1 ^ ° ne ° f identical running away 
he did not carry with him hZf i 9 ° r° London - Of course unlike Hari Singh, 
bank balance in the UK banks U S ° i eW(ds because he had already a hefty 

including Begum Akbar HhZ ^ that the famiI ^ of Sheikh Abdullah 
undisclosed place when moved to Indore and lodged in an 

^H^ding hordes. S came dlat Baramula had fallen to the 

Muzaffrabad and Baramulla whr e | scri ^ n 8 f he situation in the districts of 
,'The fact, about ,„ cal M us ^ „ fL'™"'™ “> ^ "<«>«■ 

pioneers of the invading tribesmen f B ™ 1Ia and Muzaffrabad districts as 
*eir prominent personalities to TJ° ? 3nd Sikh habitats, identifying 
thetr movement towards Srinagar 8U ' dlng them a| ong safe routes for 
have been totally suppressed und f ^ Hindus and Sikhs massacred 
arsorm USl ' m amity ' ° nce the horrend ^ ^ Hnd canards of so-called 

erpetrated by the locals in these r ° US stor 'es of genocide, rape and 

wo istricts when these fell to the ... 
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the Muslims were taken out ot their homes under tl P 
of carrying them to Pakistan. On then way to a ^ of 
were done to death by machine gun ire. f - : ng 

contemporary history is a heart-rending an s ° was 
event. From Poonch up to Samba, the entire side of 
cleared of the Muslims who were driven to tie 

the border. The join, command of the Mahamia. 

Batra and the leadership oi RSS to 8^ t ier ^ jyjehar 
executed this plan with full vigour. R an ic j erec i plan. 
Chand Mahajan were doing all this un er a state of 

All .races of Muslims in the Muslim maioncy^, ^ 
Kapurthala were eradicated. In Bharatpur 1947 , 

selective killing was engineered. n conspiracy in a 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah exposec ^is voice of 

press conference in New Delhi an 1 ^ an d other 

protest on the killing of the Muslim in t 
Places. . in o to control the 

In those days, Mahatma Gandhi waS blood, sweat and 
flames of communal violence throug wer rested in the 
tears. In the high buildings in Delhi reap ^ the fire 
hands of those who neither sympa Nehru s 

brigades of Gandhian ph«°*>P h and Kashmir to 
secularism. They wanted the Stc 

remain with India as a Hindu majority assacre d in R easl ’ 
Not only in Jammu, the Muslims we ot h e r places too. 
Kishtwar, Bhaderwah, Akhnooi, Kat 1 re kidnapped in 
Their daughters and daughters-in-law o000 of Muslims 

thousands. At this point of time moie never to return- 

w ere pushed to the other side oi t re j ammU to deman 

Mehar Chand Mahajan told the P L °P Min i S ters. When t 

equal share in the State Could o tW $ ^ tha „ th» 

delegation told him that their P°P U a . they shou 

of the Muslims in the State, Mahajan s< will 

- - ., invas ion of Kashmir 1 ony 

- invaders, are told, the true history of tn „ of Commun , 7 

come to light. For a brief insight Srinagar, Ap ri 

and Political Interests” published in New n y - 
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worry then and the matter had been taken care of assuring 
them that everything would be set right. 

The fact of the matter is that owing to underhand policies 
o Mahajan, the Muslim majority province of Jammu had 
* n turn ' n 8 * nto a Hindu majority province. When 
e Muhammad Abdullah brought pressure on Delhi for 
opping the carnage of the Muslims in Jammu, the Maharaja 
sent is activists to villages spreading the news that the 
a araja Bahadur had directed that the killings should stop. 

t ls the swords would go back to the scabbards and 
mves into their sheaths. The result of this loot and killing 
• T *" e § ra Ph of the Muslim population distribution 
of mT C k an8Cd draSticall y- According to the census report 
,u t *’. e Population of the Muslims in those areas 

In 196Wh med With . Ule Indian Union was 670,000. 
5984Q? ciitr. 6 C ^ n ^ us figure showed this population only 

same s,,,,,™ 81 during ,he P eriod ,n view, population of the 
same state tncreased by over 17 per cent. 

After the trap of 1953 

In the aftermath of ick 2 

Kashmir into a Mn , 953 \° ne more attempt of changing 
the command r 1 • minor hy state was made. Now 
great grand so° Was given in the hands of the 

D. P. Dhar. At ?h° Blfbal Dhar and Ra i akak Dhar, namely 
ministry of Ch 1 ^ time Was dle Home Minister in the 

dearie whoitX^rr'^ Sad ' q '' had deCided " 

was despite rhp f r ei area of Muslim population. This 
border and the first ^ Muhammad Dil h a resident of the 
intruders to the 20 ^ erSOn to bring information about the 
such the patriotic < 7 ei ' nmem Was awarded Padma Shree. As 
recognized. Civil adm™ 601 tbe ^ uskms °f the State was 

Poonch at that time andTh^n 0 * 1 had been fully sus P encied in 

e eputy Commissioner was called 

been told by R es hi Dev Se ^j^ text^ and the creation of DNC has already 
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back. The Congress MP from Poonch, Ghulam 

Mir and the MLA and the MLC were stopped from'visit _g 1h 

place (Poonch). D.P. kept them in his own. house wtthjll 

facilities and comforts. It was a clever way of de al ° k 
away from Poonch. On D.P’s behest, the Sa-a Sanghchala^ 

of RSS, Guru Golwalkar came to Jammu. ’ 

Golwalkar and D.P. Dhar began their secret par J ^ ^ 
forcing entire Muslim population to va< ? use Q f t he 
The army had become completely iso ate a dvice, 

absence of civil administration an P p QonC j 1 district, 
a situation of confusion prevailed in entir ^ mission to 
D.P. visited Poonch in a bid IO '^ tryinC ludingnon¬ 
completion. But many agencies in tne c litica i activist, 

Muslims like Balraj Puri, a Jammu-base I bHshec i a n 
raised a hue and ciy in the state. Ba raj The article 

article on this theme in a Delhi-base nev. ^ q e wrote 
Bore the title “Two Cheers for the Secun ^ back th g 

that the achievement of the aimec o c j ie ers. The thir 

aggressors is to be eulogized and given sub j eCts who have 
cheer will be given only when those s because they are 
been pushed back from the border o y ^ broU ght to 
Muslims are brought back. I his in 01 ^ j n na tional an 

Sadiq Sahib and its reverberations weie . p G onch when 

international circles. D.P. Dhar was s p p Dhar was 
8adiq Sahib relieved him of home P° neC j to Srinagar in 

taken aback by this development * Z unearthed, seventy 

despondency. When this conspiracy bor der to th 

thousand Muslims returned fiom aci ^ ^ Qxe conspira tolia 
homes and hearths. In this way ° i - id 

attempt met with failure. n p. Dhar ha sa 

It may be recollected that ph 01 ° ’ a f ter crossing 

it publicly that anybody coming j a j prakash r 

border wju.d face the buH^^J an d Miss 

s ont his representatives, Ahi enligh terieC ^ 

to Kashmir. Apart from them, som 
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Jammu also protested against the step. On their behest, Lai 
Bahadur Shastri gave the permission of bringing seventy 
thousand Muslim State subjects back to their State. 1 At that 
point of time, Ranbir, the old enemy of Kashmiri Muslims 
brought out this mischievous and insinuating suggestion that 
if Kashmir was to be secured then Muslims should be 
extirpated from that place. Ranbir wrote that there were 
20 to 25 lakh Muslims in Kashmir. It would not be a big thing 
to scatter them in a big country like Hindustan and settle them 
separately in the Indian states. Their voice will be drowned 
in the new places and also their individuality. At the same 
time Hindus of these areas should be brought and settled in 
Kashmir. A fully Hindu-Kashmir will be a boon for the whole 
of Bharat. The Milap supported his argument with the 
statement that after the World War II, Russia had to face the 
opposition from the local population in Armenia. In order to 
change the population ratio in the province, Russians 
scattered a major chunk of its population throughout the 
Soviet Union. People from other states were settled in 
Armenia. Thus Russians felt satisfied with their scheme. The 
same prescription should be proposed for India also that 
Kashmir is denuded of Kashmiris. 

Communalists in the State and the country made a 
mountain of a very insignificant incident of one Pandit girl 
Parmeshwari converting to Parveen Akhtar in 1967. The 
voices of shuddhi (purification) and Sanghathan (solidarity) 
were raised once again. A severed trunk of a cow was thrown 
on the roadside in Jammu so that Hindus would get infuriated. 
Jana Sangh played up baseless rumour that dead bodies of a 
hundred Kashmiri Pandits were lying in Sheetal Nath, 


*No chief minister of J&K showed such largeness of heart towards 300000 
Kashmiri Pandits hounded out of the valley in 1990 as was practically shown 
by Lai Bahadur Shastri to seventy thousand Muslims. Moreover, lakhs 
of Hindus and Sikhs driven out of towns and villages of PoK are not 
even recognised as State Subject by J&K Government leave alone 
rehabilitating them. 
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Srinagar, awaiting cremation. Old voices of extirpating the 
Muslims and taking revenge from them were heard once 
again. Loot and arson ensued and the Jana Sangh gangster 
demanded blood for blood. The sensitive situation was 
exacerbated by the provocative speeches of Balraj Madhok. 
He is a big villain of the massacre and riots of 1947 in Jammu. 
That was the reason why the government of Sheikh Abdullah 
issued the orders of his expulsion. 1 He continued to speak 
about anti-nationalism of Muslims of the State. 2 He repeatedly 
demanded that the Kashmiri Muslims of pro-Pak Muslim 
mentality should be pushed across the borders and Kashmir 
made a Hindu majority State. He argued that only in that 
situation this northern fort of India could be made secure. In 
1967, he once again added fuel to the flames of hatred in 
Jammu and openly demanded the banishment of the 
Muslims. He said that Muslims looked to Arabia for their 
sacred places and go to that country for performing Hajj. As 
such they can never be loyal to India. Kashmir is the shrine of 
the Hindus and the Muslims have desecrated it with their 
presence. These people should forcibly be sent across the 
border and Hindus should be brought in and settled there. He 
said that this evil should be nipped in the bud for ever. 
However the saner elements in the State and the country 
came forward and deflected the thrust of this storm. 

In the light of this background, it becomes the duty of 
every secular and patriotic Kashmiri and Indian to keep an 
eye on all those conspiracies, which these elements revive 


'Madhok, once Professor of History and a staunch RSS activist and later 
on a Jana Sangh activist has been branded as Hindu communalist. He is a 
remarkable figure who has been exposing Muslim communalism. He has 
said in several speeches that after hearing horrendous stories of massacre o 
Hindus and Sikhs in Muzaffarabad and Baramulla districts by the invader 
and their local sympathizers, he had organized RSS cadres in Srinagar to 
resist violence against them in case Srinagar fell to the invaders. For the roje 
of local actors in the attack of tribesmen on Kashmir in 1947, see my art ‘ c e 
in New Hope, p. 183 Supra. 

The rise of 1990 armed insurgency in Kashmir has vindicated Madho • 
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time and again to bring their old plans to completion. One 
more gimmick is that a demand has been made that those 
refugees who ran away from West Pakistan in 1947 and came 
to the State be given the civil rights . 1 

As far as constitutional and legal aspects of the case are 
oncerned, these people were not state subjects before the 
partition. Under the State constitution and Article 370 of the 
n tan Constitution, they can never be accepted as the 
zens of the State.- It is true that on humanitarian grounds, 
tate government had allowed them to stay in the State 
^ , ar * y '^ e un< Jerstancling with the Central government 
p at 1 ey Were the responsibility of the Central 
thev ™ an< ^ as soon as conditions returned to normal, 
the Sfcjt 3 T} C Sel: ^ ec ^ s °mewhere outside the jurisdiction of 
_ Ut tbe Central government has been avoiding 

the refugeeswhm-q 1106 leadershipllas stubbornly held on to the pretext that 

citizens and have nork!hr 'r &KUle Wake ° f the partition of 1947 are lndian 

hundred thousand Sikhs and Hind T ^ The faCt iS that nearly seV6n 
forced to leave their I d H dus of Present PoK (Azad Kashmir) were 

State that fell within Indian ^ hearths and migrate to those regions of the 
even produced satisfarm ni °i n aftGr State s acce ssion. Most of them have 
since the partition <£ ^ ° f their state subject-hood. But ever 

of the State. FurthermrT C .° Untry they have remained unrecognized citizens 
the State government vT !° W C3n ° ne ascertain that the Muslims for whom 
Resettlement Bill are arfn'jV^H'F through the instrument of the 

verification is there? Y Kashm,ri state subjects? What mechanism of 

Kashmiri youth who cland^r^f tbe ° a ser i° us question arises. Those 
rise of insurgency in 1990 * y snea ^ ed ‘ n to PoK in the aftermath of the 
They have forfeited their riohTt T beaccepted hack as Indian citizens. 
Government seek their ret ,7 ° , e 1 le Cltizens of India. Why does the J&K 

3 It should be reminded K a rehabilitati °n? 

Muzaffarabad, Domel Chak m Se ^ eral thou sand Hindus and Sikhs of 
before advancing tribesmen « , nari and Uri who fled to the valley 
Sheikh assume power than 11 re ^ u 8 e in Srinagar. No sooner did the 
tongas were requisitioned to r, Und ed these refugees to Jammu. Scores of 
would not allow them to stavIlT ?™ t0jammu - He plainly said that he 
criminals in Jammu had massa^T' Valley ' Later ° n he alle 8 ed that 

Muzaffarabad Sikh and Hindu r eh e Muslim tongawalas who took 

November 1947 . Hmdu from Srinagar to Jammu in October/ 
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fulfilling its responsibility. Perhaps it has also come under the 
influence of these elements. They are insisting on t 
retention of these refugees in the Stat so that they are a e t 
win a decisive stage in tilting the population latio o t e 
in favour of the Hindus. The State government las o 
these refugees some land, which they cultivate an o 
the crops. They have built houses to live in. 1 , 

provided with the means of subsistence an e u 
facilities. However, they do not enjoy the ri 0 it 
assembly elections and no proprietary rig its are e 1 
them. Communal sections have little humanitarian j 

their rehabilitation. They want to use them for top 
objectives. That is why a great deal of noise *_ ^de from 
Delhi up to Jammu for granting them the ngh s i 

'“jmeasures have brought sonie change mjhe 
conditions in the State. In the census ^ ^ In l97 i 

Muslim population in the State was _ ting genocide 
census it fell to 68.8 per cent. T P make a few 

and change of the ratio in population wa their own 

-re achievements and ^ c'^Ssed In Jammu and 

choosing. The hue and cry, w '^ menl Billi indicates 

Kashmir Assembly during the 1(=>c j ans they pursue, 

their true intentions and the nefaI1 °^ in Pakistan is small. 

The population of Kashmiri ® u of matr i m onial 

Business, service and means o nn d). It may not be 

relations bind most of them (to t w ^ During past 35 
possible for them to return to 11 - Kashmir. The 

years, in all 117 such persons came^^ year after 

number of people coming to c , nei -ves of those 

year. But the Resettlement Bill is riding he nen ^ ^ Qf 

who want to see the Kashmii i ^heir intrigues have 
destitution, helplessness and in minori ( j oes nG t change 
been going on for centuries. The men. y ^ objective 
although its outer shape and guise ° idiom rnay be 

is the same although the terminology and 

different. 
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But the principles of the Kashmiri people based on justice 
plus their alertness have always defeated these elements. 
Continued alertness and awakening are not the price for 
national fieedom alone but for national existence also. God 
orbid, if the poisonous air of communalism succeeds at any 
time to contaminate the Kashmiris, these communalists 
louId still lealize that Kashmiri Muslims have lived and died 
r t eir piinciples despite so many obstacles in the path, 
stead of bowing their head infront of the demon of 
mmunalism, they have preferred to let their head be 
out f rom t ^ e body. Kashmiri Muslims acceded to India 
them SinCCrity Hindu communalism betrayed 

brearh ^ Sta ^ ) * :>ec * t ^ em with a dagger of conspiracy and 


Opinion of other minorities 

onslaughtofHind hmir * a Specific tar S et of aggressive 

conducive • U commu nalists, yet this monster has found 
fctrrs: in ,he Wh ° ,e of 'ndia and is spreading ou. 
Nagaland ti lrist; ians are liquidated-in Mizoram and 
class citizen G Crymg but are not treated even as second 
states like Ke l & Hlndu ext remists have vitiated tolerant 
organized Hind P oisonous mentality. Recently 

indulged in kill' U gl ° Up att acked Christian churches and 
not treat the h ^ 8 arS ° n ‘ The Hindu of higher caSt d ° eS 
Ram had to sav *^ anS , eV f n as ani mals. A leader like Jagjivan 
outside as from rh™ ^ 1 ™ India bas not as muc ^ threat from 

The Sikh community is^uffe^ 6 ^ aggressive Brahmans^ 
the communal Hindus s ‘ ng lmmensel y at the hands ° 
head of the research K Devendra Sin 8 h Duggal, the 
Rrabandhak Comm’tt m the Shir °mani Gurudwara 
shocking story- 1 bas to recount the following 

? y acce Pting partition of the „ , . 

betrayed the Sikhs a nri m , COuntr y in 1947, Hindu leaders 

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Klv. US "? ^ lu dai khidmatgars (volunteers)- 
■'«n 8 Hindu Khan are paying ,he price for 

■ 'tie Sikhs are looked upon as a class of 
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criminals. Secularism has been disfigured in India to the extent that 
(according to the Hindu communalists) die majority community 
commits no sin and no good is expected from minority. If Pakistan 
has turned out the minorities by force, we do it by cunning and craft. 
By calling India ‘Mother India (Bharat Mata), they are denigraung 
secularism because they look at her in die shape of a goddess. Very 
ew P eo Plc know that the Hindu communalists changed the 
Independence Day from 14 August to IS August because diey 
considered 14 August as an inauspicious day. 

Talwainder Singh Duggal has given an account of a 
feting of a Sikh leader named Sardar Kapur Singh with 
u ammad Ali Jinnah. He writes: 

I a rdar ^ a P ur Si n gh had a chance meeting with Mr. Jinnah in a hotel in 
°ndon. Jinnah Sahib said, “The Sikhs have been lured by the Hindu 
and they have committed a big mistake. These people 
a \ never allow you to come up. Please coasider my suggestion with 
°°1 wind odierwise in old age you will repent on what you did (in 
lasf ln ^ wrote that “Jinnah Sahib’s words came true to 

^ word. Most of the Sikhs now take his timely warning as a word 

m ^ le Sab. Crhe Indian Express , Delhi 21 May 1982). 

tru«- eSe WCre the words of a Sikh historian. Even the 
are ln ^ sections among the Hindus themselves 
Co a PP re hensive of aggressive postures of Hindus 
na ^ sts • The famous Hindu writer Niradh Chaudhary 
s ln his work Ttoe Continent of a Circe as this: 

tj le ^ ntu hes, the Hindus have been slaves of slaves. The Sikhs and 
a £nr US * ilT[S mac ^ e sacrifices to liberate tliem. But now they are in an 
tens' SS1VC rnooc * an d this is the root cause of communal clashes and 
suh - in In dia. Its present attitude is quite different from the 
c lss ive attitude, which they have been demonstrating for 

Ce nturiesinth epa . st . 

Kashm S ^ > T' C ^ C tar 8 et of Hindu communal aggressiveness is 
has fi 0 r ^ ese ttlement Bill is a red rag to this bull. Blood 
' Ved * nt ° the eyes of the bull on beholding the Bill. 
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They are regrouping their ranks to launch an attack on 
as mir. The masses of people on Kashmir and the Muslims 
f u f ant *cipate the nature and intensity of the danger and, 
failin re /-\° Uld together all their strength to face it 

practical shap^ f ° ll0Win8 alarmin g words of Iqbal can take 

Tumhari dastan tak bhi na hogi dastanun main 
(Even your tale will not find place among the myths) 
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US Congressional House Committee 

Report 


The Kashmir Connection of May 21, 1994 conducted 
under the aegis of the Task Force on Terrorism & 
Unconventional Warfare of the House Republican Research 
Committee of the US House of Representatives 


As the rivalry between India and Pakistan has intensified, 
P e diaps no other region has taken on the significance of 
Kashmir. That province is unique among all the crisis points 
a ^°ng the Indo-Pakistani border in that it is not just an area of 
strategic and economic importance, it is also the object of the 
geological passions of the various states in the region Thus, 
e following paper will briefly summarise the ongoing 
rivalry in Kashmir, focussing on Pakistan, Iran, the various 
i S arnisl movements, and the military/terrorist dimension of 

th e conflict. 

For Islamabad, the liberation of Kashmir is a sacred 
j^ssion, the only task unfulfilled since the days of Pakistan’s 
°under, Muhammad Ali Jinnah. However, Kashmir is equally 
jrnport am in that it serves the domestic interests of the 
' stan i Government in three crucial respects. First, tension 
er Kashmir creates a diversion from frustrations at home. 
C °nd, the Kashmir cause allows Islamabad to rally the 
Upport of Pakistans Islamist parties and their loyalists in the 
i 1 ltar V an d the ISI, and third, it serves the regime as an 
Portant access point to the markets of Central Asia. 
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Similarly, Iran considers an escalation of the jihad for the 
liberation of Kashmir a key to the assertion of its own 
strategic prominence, particularly under the auspices of its 
Islamic Bloc. Indeed, Iran sees Kashmir, because it is the land 
of the Ayatollah Khumeini’s roots, as sacred ground and is 
using that fact to instil ideological zeal in the various nationals 
who make up Teheran’s terrorist infrastructure. Not 
surprisingly, having taken the proverbial tiger by the tail and 
invested such prestige in the “Islamization” of Kashmir, 
Teheran now finds itself committed to fighting for it. 

Additionally, beyond Iran and Pakistan, the Armed Islamic 
Movement, as well as several Saudi, Gulf Arab, and other 
supporters of Islamist causes, put Kashmir high on their list of 
jihads to be fought. This is not only because of Kashmir’s 
aforementioned material and “spiritual” importance, but also 
because it is seen as a relatively easy target. Being 
geographically isolated and chocked full of weapons and 
terrorists cells, many Islamist groups believe that the 
wresting of Kashmir from India would be a great prize 
acquired at minimal cost, and would inspire their followers 
and further the cause. 

Whatever the validity of such an assumption, all of the 


states and organizations engaged in Kashmir, have large, 
highly trained and well-equipped forces, and most have not 
et been committed to the Kashmiri jihad. Thus, there exists 
an environment in which ideological zeal and strategic and 
litical considerations have coalesced. Specifically, as 
lready noted, Pakistan needs Kashmir as a distraction from 
its domestic problems, various terrorists Afghan groups are 
chompiHg at t ^ ie bi 1 to move, awaiting only a wink and a nod 
c m the ISI, and Iran and various Arab states stand willing to 
toance the effort. 

* £ 0nse quently, apparently reassured about the 
dfastness of its Islamic support, Islamabad has 
st f 3 oV vledged openly the futility of its negotiations with 
a£ over the Kashmir issue. At the same time, Pakistani 
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Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has begun to accede to 
demands from her military leaders for further increases in the 
Pakistani defense budget. 

The terrorist dimension 

In fact, the rising militancy of Pakistani officials is far from 
empty rhetoric, for Islamabad has used the increasing tension 
in Kashmir as a pretext for expanding its terrorist training and 
support system for operations in Central Asia and elsewhere 
in the world. 

To that end, the ISI has established the Markaz-i-Dawa, 
a center for worldwide Islamist activities. Mulavi Zaki, the 
Center’s spiritual leader, has told the trainees that their 
destiny is to fight and liberate “the land of Allah from infidels 
wherever they might be.” The commanders and instructors at 
Markaz-i-Dawa are AIM members, primarily Ikhwan from 
Algeria, Sudan and Egypt, and most of them have more than a 
decade of combat experience in Afghanistan. 

In early 1992, some of these Afghans were transferred to 
Azad Kashmir where the Pakistani Army was building new 
camps for them. By early 1993, there were over 1,000 
Afghan mujahideen in the Markaz-e-Dawa alone. Following 
the completion of their advanced training, the Afghans were 
sent to Kashmir, Algeria and Egypt. Furthermore, Islamabad’s 
claim to the contrary notwithstanding, the main offices of the 
Islamist terrorist organizations have remained functioning in 
Peshawar. 

In addition to the transfers noted above, a series of “raids” 
by police since October 1992 resulted in the shifting of some 
200 terrorist operatives, including some wanted by Western 
police officials, the facilities near Jalalabad, just across the 
Afghan border. Indeed, in the fall of 1993, an Arab Afghan 
with first hand knowledge of the situation confirmed that 
Pakistan had “pushed them out of the door only to open a 
window for them to return and they come and go as they wish 
in Peshawar.” 
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In the meantime, in the summer of 1993, the ISI had in 
the Markaz-e-Dawa another force of some 200 Afghans 
— mainly Jalalud-Din Haqqanis people from the Khost area 
operating under its direct command and earmarked for 
special operations in Kashmir. According to Muhammad Fazl 
a jj, a I FL1 ( Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine) 
erronst captured in southern Kashmir in the summer of 1993, 
tional Afghans and Afghan nationals were being 

' least^ ^ ^ or f° rt hcoming escalation in Kashmir. At 
b ee ’ A ghans and Afghan nationals were known to have 

ISI to r ® an ^ Se< ^ * n one cam P, where they were trained by th e 
anC ^ P rov ^ e a leadership core for the Kashmiri 
expansi U ^ a ! 3i< ^ een - There was also a corresponding 
°peratio n ° ^ P re P ara tions of Islamist terrorists foi 
600 terrnrf ^ orward bases in Kashmir, with some 
Afghans at S ’i & ° Ut ^ a ^ t ^ em veteran Afghans and 
indeed T 7 “ ^ final P hase of *eir training. 

Peshawar aim any Afab voluntee rs continue to arrive m 
Karachi airpoiT Th^ C * ay ' The P refen 'ed port of entry is the 
Amir — an tot . ere ’ a s P ec ’al department run by a Major 
director of i m • a ^° r Afghan experience “turned 
volunteers “prcJw? ratl ° n . at the air P ort — oversees the 
Peshawar. The entr y into Pakistan and quick dispatch to 
Kbidmat (Services c ln Ikhwan facility is the Maktaba-i- 
hy the late Shavkh w as originally established 

successor, Shavkh ivi h A * lal1 Azzam and is now run by his 

Khidmat still proc U animad Yussaf Abbas. Th e Maktaba-i- 
man Y of the volum SeS V ° lunteers for AIM, but at present 
training camps run^ ^ dis P atc hed to the numerous 

Afghanistan. The 1 ST y Arab ‘Afghan militants inside 
expertise necessary ^° ntinues to provide the weapons and 
Meanwhile the p su PP OI t this operation, 
increased its supp 0i r/ ernment ° f Afghanistan has also 
is 8 row ing direct j r tenor ht training and preparation- 
mam operating bases for°ti Vement is im P°rtant because the 
m nor thern Afghanistan. Th" ISlS activities in Central Asia are 

e °rigins of this arrangement run 
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back to the aftermath of the fall of Kabul. At that time, many 
Arab Afghans returned to Peshawar where they were 
organized by the Pakistani government to support various 
Islamist causes in conceit with Iran and Sudan. Many of these 
fighters later returned to Afghanistan as quality forces or to 
serve in personal guard details. 

Subsequently, in early December 1993 during a state visit 
to Pakistan, the Deputy Prime Minister of Afghanistan, 
Maulana Arsalan Rahmani, elaborated on Kabul’s perception 
°f the Islamist struggles worldwide, and especially in South 
and Central Asia. He hailed Afghanistan’s active support for 
Islamist armed causes and stressed that “we don t consider 
this support as intervention in any country’s internal affairs. 
Maulana Aarsalan Rahmani also admitted that Afghanistan 
Was providing military assistance to various insurgencies 

because: 

We cannot remain aloof from what is happening to the 
Muslims in occupied Kashmir, Tajikistan, Bosnia, Somalia, 
Burma, Palestine and elsewhere ... We are not terrorists but 
Mujahideen fighting for restoring peace and preserving 
honour.” 

Rahmani acknowledged that Afghanistan has also played a 
u^ajor role in a recent development among the Islamist 
organizations fighting in Indian Kashmir, namely, the merger 
of Harakatul-Jihad-e Islami and Harakatul-Mujahideen 
lnt o the potent Harakatul-Ansar group. This support for the 
unifi Cation Q f t j le two moveme nts, according to Rahmani, was 
ttt part of the active support given by Afghanistan to the 
s amist fighters in Kashmir, Tajikistan, and Bosnia. “There 
e about 8,000 members of Harakatul Ansar who are 
uppoiting t he Kashmiri struggle against Indian occupation, 
hmani stated. 


^ Men and Arms 

"The isi also provides these and other terrorists with n 
Mtj P °, nS ' For exam ple, in the summer of 1993, the Kas miri 
Jahideen were provided with powerful long-rang 
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missiles called “ chemical missiles” by the Sikhs who had 
earned about them while in training in Pakistan. At that time, 
t e Kashmiri and ISI crews were being trained in the use of 
ese missiles in Pakistani Kashmir. In fact, these are Saqr 
missiles which were developed in the 1980s with help from 
t e nited States for use by the mujahideen in Afghanistan. 

u sequently, there has been a significant expansion in 
tne smuggling of quality weapons from Pakistan into Kashmir 
n as o ate 1993 there has been a corresponding change in 

sink k S terrorists ’ deluding the use of hit and run 

A CS 7 ^ y trainec i and well equipped detachments. 

rock^TQ fn neW wea P ons now use d in Kashmir are 107mm 

(Soviet-' mortars > 40mm automatic grenade launchers 

tnZr , ineSe m ° dels ’ a moc iificaUon of the 57mm 

the dela^T Tf- ^ W * tb s °i ar 'P owere d timing devices for 

i f™* ° f rOCketS ’ and a ^W-type tube-launched 
ATMs (Soviet and Chinese models). 

soohistirif^ 11 ' tbC ^ as ^ miri terr orist have also begun using 
s«™? mmUniCat ' 0nS SyStems deluding small radios 
bu^Tcomm qUenCy h ° PPin «- •*<*'* broadcast, digital 
reload sr UniCat, ° nS and c ° lla P s 'W<= solar-panels for 
deteclTand h “ We " “ scanning devices for 

communication° mn8 ° n milltar y-type broadcasts. All the 

component” Tfi /us origin ' with r e 

ZtZ tZZ deen in Af * ha "‘-n. having been 

quantities of small arms'nro' h , aS . been a lar 8 e increase in the 
Type 56 ARs (PRC AK-^s)^ ^ t0 , the Kashmiris ’ deluding 
long range sniper rifles tyPCS ° f machine 8 uns ’ 

Chinese manufacture. Also tm ??*’ * ° f ^ 

have begun receiving highlv ! ^ ^ Kashmiri terrorist 
assassination projects. Y peciallZed weapons for 

Given this obviously high level nf r , . 

seem safe to assume that the situation in^wii.lTome 
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increasingly ominous. As Pakistan and India eye each other 
with rising suspicion and as other powers come into play, the 
danger of outright war becomes ever more real. In future 
reports, the Task Force will examine the full extent of this 
danger and will explain its ramifications.’' 



Annexure III 
Dixon Report and the views of Sheikh 

Muhammad Abdullah 


published 016 Kashmir Times and Muslim India 

Abdu lat " rV WriUen by late Sheikh Muhammad 
protwes us° ° f E ^' >" >965. The letter 

Owen Dixr. '* lnSlghl inl ° Sheikhs interpretation of Sir 

■ : possible ^ a -P> a »'«= 

variance with th lal 1 lls VIew appears to be at 

makes it more i i™ 31 pro P osal called as Dixons Report 
reld ee both^ r ' 8U , ln8 ' ^ * e benef » of «r readers we 
and D tons Son I" d ° CUmeMS ~ sh =ikhs letter to Nasser 

September 1950 ’ nutted to the Security Council in 

^ have b ^n pursued in 
between the twn m • made to settle the dispute 
Kashmir. The attempt to f‘ eS | abOUl ‘ he State of Jammu and 
over the whole State and'Vdecwfb ^ ‘“‘‘l" 8 3 plebiSdIe 
country the entire State shall . by 3 ma,ont y to which 
Proceedings before the Securitv r* ^-T ° rigin in the firSt 
that by the Resolution of ?i a °, UnC1 ' Ic Would be recalled 

India and Pakistan that th<= PU tbe °f both 

that the question of accession of the State 
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to one of them should be decided by free and impartial 
plebiscite was noted with satisfaction. In the agreed 
resolution of the United Nations Commission for India and 
Pakistan January 5, 1949, there is a recital of the acceptance 
by the Governments of both countries of the principles that 
the question of the accession of the State to India or Pakistan 
would be decided through the democratic method of a free 
and impartial plebiscite. 

Prom the date of this resolution until the present there have 
been continual efforts to bring about conditions in which the 
Preparations for taking a poll might go forward. No one has 
supposed that they could even begin while much of the 
respective territories on either side of the ceasefire line were 


°eeupied by opposed armies and their base units. There are 
addition many other obstacles to the holding of a free and 
air Plebiscite which, must be removed before the state 
W ° u ld be ready for the organization and machinery which the 
j^irig of a poll would make necessary. Unfortunately all 
* s has been made to depend upon the agreement of the 
Parties. It i s enough to refer to paragraph 2, 6(a) and 10 of the 


R esolut 


ion of 5 January 1949 and to the provisions of 


|.i -j ci 11 Li ci i y ± y 1 “^ - i 

e Resolution of August 13, 1948 upon which these 
Para 8raphs hang. 

There i S) i believe, on the side of India a conception of 
° u 8ht to be done to ascertain the real will of the people 
mc h is not that tacitly assumed by me. Doubtless it is a 
° n ce P ti 0n which Pakistan does not share. The resolution of 
re , n ' ,ary 194 9 contains some rather general provisions in 
st e 10n l ° the holding of the plebiscite and the antecedent 
W P PS ’ and about these more general provisions the parties 
p r 6 a ^ e to agree. But to apply propositions of this kin a 
a s _p ram me of practical acts and physical events | liust e 
Aci IT . e ° n - Without that it is impossible for the P e isci e 
o rfi ? nistrator ^ begin the extensive and difficult work of 
niZlr *g the taking of a poll. It is the practical measures 
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hich have proved the obstacle not the mere general 
propositions. 

kistan has complained of India’s failure to agree on the 

P tea measures which must precede the preparations for 

ic rh a ^ °^ a P °^ and bas maintained that this failure 

. m SU 1 7 3 debberate policy. But the fact remains that 

be n, r 16 r . eSO Utl ° ns the a g ree ment of India to the course to 

carrvin SUe m matters is a condition — precedent to 

aereeme Tl? plebiscite of the st ate, and there is no such 
ig eement Moreover, the United Nations Commission failed 

mine- nei^ t0 SeCUre an a g ree ment upon them. I failed in 

appeared 7 put forward any other proposals and both 

agreement i° C .° ncur in the view that the possibility of 
agreement has been exhausted. 

to agree d^rf 011011 ] 0 ^ Pabistan ^at it was incumbent on India 
circumstance 10 ^ tbe matter practically. It was in these 

the whole state^an “ Clded 77™ SWay from a P lebiscite of 
solving the nr ki' ° Vei a plebiscite, as a method of 

between the°t ^ ° Kasbmir - Partition of the whole state 

al“e But f COUmdeS iS ° f COUrse a " obvioUS 
itself be nartir ^ the Valle y of Kashmir cannot 

Pakistan claims^ not on! 7™ ^ daimed by each side ‘ 

Muslim but also because the ^7^ “ 15 a predominandy 
Pakistan will not readilv 0 Jhelum Rlvcr hows from it and 
insistent uoon he i Y 8 ‘ Ve Up her claim - India is just as 

Some method of Illocmino'theT'7 adVantage of P ossession - 
the other is therefore essential f Q "7 Valley l ° ° ne paity ° r 
I am inclined to the view th7 ^ P 7 ° f partilion ’ 

Valley to one or other of rh ^ method of allocating the 
except a poll of the • i C conl;enc ling parities is available 
thoseof tolwhXSrT an “- By ,he “Chants . mean 
eligibility to vote. The ^ a * :ever maybe-fixed as the test of 
plebiscite appears m h 1CU ty usin § the expedient of a 
conditions which mal7 . < “ ntirely that the plebiscite is held in 

an effective means of ascertaining 


annexurf. hi / 203 


the real will of the people independently formed and freely 
expressed and, on the other hand certain conceptions or 
preoccupations of the India government. These are based, in 
part, on what India conceives to be the origin and course of 
the fighting in 1947 and 1948 and part on her unwillingness 


to have any interference to the civil administration. 
In addition, it may be, as I have suggested that a different 
conception exists of the process of ascertaining the will of 
the people. Although I myself found no reconciliation of this 
conflict possible, it may be that India's help some resolution 
°f the conflict may be discovered. She may come to realize 
the necessity of practical measures which will really secure 
the freedom and fairness of a plebiscite must be paramount 
over these conceptions. At all events I have formed the 
opinion that if there is any chance of settling the dispute over 
Kashmir any agreement between India and Pakistan it now 
lies in partition and in some means of allocating the Valley 
ra ther than in an overall plebiscite. The reason for this may be 
shortly stated. 

T he State of Jammu and Kashmir is not really a unit 
geographically, demographically or economically. It is an 
a 8glomeration of territories brought under the political 
Power of one Maharaja. That is the unity it possesses. If as a 
re sult of an overall plebiscite the state as an entirety passed to 
In dia, there would be large movements of Muslims and 
pother refugee problem would arise for Pakistan who would 
e expected to receive them in a very great numbers. If the 
r esult favoured Pakistan a refugee problem, although not of 
SUc h dimensions would arise of India, because of the 
m °vement of Hindus and Sikhs. Almost all this would be 


av °ided by partition. Great areas of the state are 
^equivocally Muslim. Other areas are predominantly Hindu. 
Ther e is a further area which is Buddhist, No one doubts the 
se ntiment of the great majority of the inhabitants of these 
area *. The interest of the people, the justice as well as the 
Permanence of the settlement, and the imperative necessity 
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avoiding anothei refugee problem all point to the wisdom 
a opting partition as the principle of settlement and of 
a an ontng that of an overall plebiscite. But in addition the 
omic and geographic considerations point in the same 

«j 011 ', 6 difficu ‘ t Y in Partitioning the state is to form a 

sound judgment where the line should be drawn. 

whole C f W u 1 1 ^ 3Ve Said dea * S broadl y witb the state as a 
Thar ic k ^ n ° means eas Y to fix the limits on each side, 
each =; r | eCa ^ Se i'*. " S necessar y that the territory allocated to 
comtauol k c be ConIinu °“ a in itself and should be 

rnr“ f h ' hat coumry ’ «pockets of 

S r v h ° S . e fa,th and affiliations are different from those of 
dS£Lir 7 are cut °ffi because the changes in the 
be comDletel P ° pu al,on as the result of the troubles cannot 

remain imponam'in^ ^ because geographical features 
frontier rxing what may prove an international 

I say^o^only in T* aiU J 

opinion that it should take funh ^ ndl Sh ° Uld ** ° f 
between the parties Rm f Steps l ° effect a settlemenl 

not be better to leave the panteto [h ''“I* Whe ‘ her “ 
terms for settlement of thfu? themselves in negotiating 

and Kashmir between therTso ^ t0 CUSP ° Se ° f JammU 
has been to throw th^ i ,' S far the att,tude of the parties 
Council or its re w 10 e responsibility upon the Security 

notwithstanding thTexcem’bv 8 ° f Se “ Ung the dis P ute 

there was no means of settlL^. a8rGement between them 

if not necessafy^thaTthT's 8 ° n betWGen k was natura1 ’ 
Commission as its *HeU , ? Security Council and the 

and propose terms to l!° Uld in,en ' ene between them 

came Jbe ho ™ seth^rh e h ° StilitieS a " d “>= question 

initiative was still left with claims to Kashmir, the 

Commission. The whole a • C Securit Y Council and the 
discussed by the parties eStl ,° n bas now been thoroughly 

Wlt the Security Council, the 
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Commission and myself and the possible methods of 
settlement have been exhaustively investigated. It is perhaps 
best that the initiative should now pass back to the parties. At 
all events I am not myself prepared to recommend any 
further course of action on the part of the Security Council for 
the purpose of assisting the parties to settle between them 
how the state of Jammu and Kashmir is to be disposed of. 

The continued maintenance of two armies facing one 
another across a ceasefire line is another matter. A danger to 
peace must exist while this state of things continues. Except 
for mutual distrust and fear, one of another, there is no reason 
w hy the two countries should go on maintaining armies 
separated only by the ceasefire line. It is a boundary which 
m ight be kept by check posts and the like in the same way as 
an y frontier between countries at peace. It is hard to believe 
that the Indian and Pakistan chiefs of .staff would have any 
difficulty in arranging for a concurrent reduction of forces or 
in effecting the necessary changes in the manner in which 
the ceasefire line is held, if they were instructed by their 
respective governments to meet for the purpose. 

Before leaving the subcontinent I addressed to the Prime 
Minister severally a request that this should be done. It is a 
•natter in which the Security Council is directly concerned 
because it involves a proximate danger to peace. 

1 recommended that the Security Council should press the 
Parties to reduce the military strength holding the ceasefire to 
l he normal protection of a peace-time frontier. 

In the meantime it is my recommendation that the party of 
United Nations Military Observers be retained on the 
ceasefire line. They cannot continue there indefinitely but 
after a time the question of their withdrawal might be settled 
•n consultation with the two governments. 

Sheikh Abdullahs letter to Col. Nasser of Egypt 


“The dispute between India and Pakistan with regard to 
th e future of the State of Jammu and Kashmir has strained the 
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Nations of the two countries for the last 17 years and now 

n again has been leading to (such) an aggravating situation 

at at any time its continued tension may burst into a shooting 

fh 63 t0 ^ eva stating consequences in that region of 

° r ' ^ oreov £r this situation has saddled both the 

britt? neS Wit ^ bUgG militar y expenses which has crippled 
both e cono mi Hy Yet another tragic aspea Qf th . s situation 

I tlnued a 8 on y foi the 5 million people of the state 

to the economy anc * w ell-being is completely paralyzed due 
to the resultant uncertainty and insecurity 

disnme r8ency and im P° rtance of an early settlement of this 
statesmen ,°r . theref0re be °ver-emphasized. Many 
years made ‘“ d ' y COUntries ha ve during the pas, 17 

settlement of "teV ° f Pr ° P ° Sais ’ su M!esting a peaceful 
democnrir 1 • ls P ute - No doubt the best and most 

no^^r COUld be thrOUgh 3 P lebiscite > to which 
Should however lokr 11 ^ als ° the UNO is committed. 

are other nnn'' ki mg °^ a P eb ^ scae not be feasible, there 
such slrion w S °' U,i0nS ’ Su ® ested ‘he past. One 

Representative app^inTe^to^ ^ OWen DiX ° n ’ ^ UN 

India and Pakistan r ne goPate a settlement between 
proposed that” r ° a ^ s Peaking Sir Owen Dixon 

Jam mu ^nd "parts" of < Udha ^ f° mprising Kathua ’ 
predominant! u- Udham pur districts (now being 

India. V Hmdl ' areas > ma Y be annexed with 

^ BaUis[an S 'be?n W ’“T" “ A2ad Kashmir and Gilgit and 
Pakistam 8 eXC " JSiVel >' Musi ™ be annexed with 

across Bannihafa eThe dtsr W *? ‘ he ad i oinin 8 areas 
of Areas, Gulab GaA) to b ! ° f D ° da a " d lhe Niabat 
through a plebiscite. I,e h is ^"f n° itS fU ‘ Ure c 

plebiscite, held in this ■ l ° follow the result of 

Muslim in population to 8^*1'^ eXC ' USiVe ' y 
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Sir Owen Dixon took a detached view of things and 
considered this as the best practicable solution under the 
circumstances. It appears to be a fair method of resolving the 


present tangle. In order to avoid a number of complications 
that might arise by holding a plebiscite immediately in the 
territory referred to in clause c above, a reasonable way can 
be found in keeping the said territory under UN Trusteeship 
for a specified period (i.e. 5 to 10 years). The people of the 
territory can be given an opportunity for the exercise of the 
right of self-determination in a suitable way, after that period. 
In the interim period, it is hoped that tempers will cool down 
a nd much of the emotional factor, now surcharging the 
Situation will die out. Further, the interim period can be 
utilized for the development of these areas towards which 
the two counties as well as the UNO will suitably contribute. 

The above proposal can be a very good basis for 
tscussion between India and Pakistan and Kashmir. It is 
°Ped that friendly countries, interetedin a settlement, will 
| a e up this proposal for extensive lobbying at the diplomatic 
eve s, as well as the international conferences. 

Needless to say that an earnest effort in this direction will 
e the greatest service to the cause of peace in the world.” 

(The two documents are reproduced with courtesy from 
as hmir Sentinel of Sept. 1-Oct. 15, 1998) 



Annexure IV 
Resolution of CPI 29 July 1953 


Kashmir S n- Watetsbec i in the contemporary history of 
Prime Mir, !* ntss ? l °f' Sbeikh Mohammad Abdullah as the 
the first a A G> °f the f irst inter lm. government of J&K was 

communists of the timeDrT,\ d ° Ub * 

Ashraf 7 ! ° ZA - Ab mad and Dr. KM. 

Abdullah. This was l ? 8part f or tbe removal of Sheikh 
religious sub espite CPIs liberal flirtation with 

*o?z:: s;T s :?? m - * ia “ ™ 

Committee of CPI in DMh Wn ? d ° Pted * n the Central 
supporting Sheikhs die 25 ~ 29 J ul y 1953 even ivhile 
hangover with rdwin ^ r&fleCtS that CPIS 

^ , 

report of Sir a concluding portion of the 
Pakistan on Kashmir •, R opresentative for India and 
September 1950 ’ WZ te< * to tbe Security Council in 

Text of the Resolution 

The Central Committee of the 

views with grave concern ° mmunist Party of India 
Kashmir that some leading 16 reports coming from 
Abdullah group and 'r § personalities of the Sheikh 
Conference have made pubhr ^ P °. rters in the National 

Kashmir should be made in depenfcm'T,*!" ‘ he S[i “ e ° f 

P dent of India and that its 
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new status be guaranteed by India, Pakistan and the United 
Nations. 

It is also stated that the areas of Jammu and Ladakh should 
be allowed to be fully incorporated in the Indian Union. 

It is clear that these declarations mean that problem of 
Kashmir is entering a new and very serious phase of its 
crisis, as serious as when Kashmir was made an object of 
invasion five years ago. 

These declarations first mean that the Kashmir valley 
separates itself from even the limited but vital ties it has 
w ith India which are expressed in the act of limited 
accession If Kashmir and Jammu to India and the further 
mutual aid visualized in the Delhi Agreement. 

Secondly, it means that Kashmir undergoes a new partition 
in which the vicious principle that predominantly Mus im 
and Hindu areas cannot and should mot remain together is 
implicitly admitted. 

Such a partition will again encourage those forces of 
communal reaction and their imperialist inspirers as lave 
So l° n g imposed innumerable atrocities and so much harm 
° n the people of India and Pakistan, Jammu and Kashmir. 

T he fine traditions of the Kashmir people, who have been 
immune from the virus, are thus sought to be destroye to 
l he mutual loss of the people of both India and Kashmir 
w here Hindu-Muslim amity ill be put to a new strain. 

The third and the most disastrous outcome of the line i s to 
Proposal that the United Nations should guarantee i 
new independent State of Kashmir from any aggression. 
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y one knowing the character of the United Nations as it 
is today and the way it is dominated by the Anglo- 

reTno 10 ^ ™ pe c riahst block - which has been mainly 
responstble for fomenting dissension between India and 

the I TNn° n 1 C iSSUC ^ asbmir > wik see that guarantee by 

KashnV mea ) nS imp0rtin 8 American military forces into 

Pakistani an ’ u- COUrse tim e, its incorporation in 

moneerin^T W r ^ being made the basis of by war 
mongenng plans of America. 

reaaiona^T 8 Sl ° 8 ? n ° f mde P enden ' Kashmir becomes 
mpe”",s7 w S ° 8an tha ' wi " h “ d over Kashmir to the 

•he“™x;TL a h' owin8 , iheir forces to ° ccupy 

all its nekrhhrv 7 f Kashmir and threaten the peace of 
Central Commii^ 118 f tateS ’ mcluding that of India. The 

forces of India' a'nd delate ' ofT ^ demOCra “ C 
prevent this new disaster^,^ “ 

necessity to'knct^ i!'* Pa * to prevent *is disaster, it is 
leade^who * “ haS to pa “ *at these 

communal and demn ng . ag ° Were adhering to a non¬ 
such a line against the^t^ Stand P° lnt have now taken t o 
them to this path? erests of th e people? What has led 

same P eOTMmic K 7trtha ha J s ammU ^ in the grip of the 

India and its people the sa S ° Vertaken th e economy of 

capitalist countries under-dCTekT'V 1 ™ “ affecIin « al1 the 
Africa. developed countries of Asia and 

The millions of peasants o *• 

traders, etc. are suffering’ fmiltT*’ middle class people, 

Poverty and unem p loy m L a7H W , inC ° me ' hi * h P rices ' 

any way out of the crisis Wlt 1 no nea r prospect of 
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The people of Kashmir beat the raiders back with the help 
of the India Arm; they fought for a land law that was 
expected to rid them of the burdens of landlordism; they 
removed the old Maharaja and had their own constituent 
assembly with power to make their own constitution. But 
all that has not been sufficient to resolve the problems of 
life of the people. 


The Government of Sheikh Abdullah and the Government 
of India have both failed to stall the main problems of the 
peoples living, of land, work and trade. 

The agents of American imperialists in the guise of the 
United Nations observers and landlord reactionaries have 
taken advantage of the dissatisfaction of the people to put 
forward the idea that a separation from India and 
Independent existence will enable them to solve their 
Problems with the alluring promises of loans and aids rom 
the UNO and the Americans to develop an indepen ent 

Kashmir State. 


An independent Kashmir can also open the trade whose 
natural routes lie through Pakistan, but are now blocked 
because of Kashmirs accession to India. 


^tth some plausibility these forces argue that if the Ind' 
government can follow the path of taking loans rom 
Americans to tide over its difficulties, why not an 
independent Kashmir should be able to do it. 


The leaders of the Sheikh Abdullah group, who have held 
e reins of government so far, now want to pursu r 
me in order to hide their failures and divert the attention o 
T , e mas ses from these failures and their real , at 

The reactionaries fail point out the fate of South Kor 
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for and devastated by the UNO-Americans, the 

° 1 ^ neare st neighbour state of Afghanistan, whose 
ev^nT*!!- aS ,^ een ^ oot;e ^ by the Americans and the fate of 
and d *11 13 W1 * C ^ because of it being tied up with sterling 
progress F ' S unad ^ e t o take its independent road to 

u'lilLZinT.h ' SeiVe " S ° Wn narrow interests, tliis group is 

the evfe,L ' 8n0ranCe ° f the mass «. their discontent with 

disaster deft tC> Side ,rack *em into the worst 

andTline W ° c c "° W Kashm ^ sdpara.ion front India 
its lineup Wtth the UNO or Pakistan. 

nafuUv'ir ° f 8he , ikh Abdul ‘ah failed because it did 
the peasant of G laWS that Were inten ded to rid 
suppressed the nJ GnS ^ landlordism. It obstructed and 

laws with their ownachoTlTan^ implementing the 
°n the oeasanf ^ i ^ allowed unreasonable levies 

landlords to get hSd^f th and allowed speculators and 
towns. 8 d ° f them in th e name of feeding the 

in the early stages of the^r 011 ^ ° Wn apparatus ’ which 

advantage of beino k Comin 8 °f the new state, had the 

Conference and wL nor^ ^ leadershi P of the National 
was not made of hardened bureaucrats. 

transformed into the^m^ 16 ^ themselves began to be 
Abdullah government dM 86 ° ^ ° ld rulers > the Sheikh 
to bring up their independent ma^ ^ democratic masses 

to correct the newly rising ^ 

Ita now wants to hide its f a i 

independence to mislead the^^pL^^ 01 ^ 17 sl ° gan ° f 
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The reactionaries in the government circles in India have 
also helped in the development by insisting of full 
accession, on retaining the Maharaja and the privy purse 
and by trying to grab the economy of Kashmir in the 
interest of the big monopolist of India and by refusing to 
help the new state with grater financial aid unless their 
terms of full financial integration were accepted. 


Moreover, the failure of the Sheikh Abdullah group to 
satisfy the just demands of the Jammu people in the matter 
°f their language, service-employment and administrative 
autonomy with separation from Kashmir, enabled the 
landlord reactionaries to see the discontent of the people, 
and the help which certain reactionary Hindu circles 
rendered them has enabled some leaders of the shei 
group to easily sown the idea in the minds of the Kashmiri 
People of a fresh partition and separation from India. 


Under such circumstances the democratic forces 
Kashmir and Jammu must come forward to save the peop 
from these new designs of the imperialist votaries. 

The democratic forces must refuse to separate KashrrV 
from India as such separation will not mean independen 
for the people but enslavement and furtne 

Impoverishment. 


T he status that Kashmir has today by the act o i 
ac cession, and even the terms of the Delhi Agreem > 
SUc h that thereby its people not only unite in 
Wl th India, but they also stand to gain from the vas 
Z tlle economy of India, which is capab e ° atic 
ashmir to grow prosperous provided t e nts 

f °rces on either side were able to make the gov 
° ow democratic policies. 
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own ’ te< ^ acce ssion, Kashmir retains its right to frame her 
to aho^H ^ a? 1 ’ itS ° Wn fundamental rights, its own laws 
removed ^ ,° rdlsrn Wlthout compensation, its right to 
be^ndene , T 1 * ^ the priv T p urse and the right to 

wSXuS ^ theinterfc - nc «of l hep re s i den l ofthe 

struggle'Toilet KaT b °' h Kashm ' r and ,n<ha must 

indeSndeno u ^ retain this ^atus of virtual 

to which it accedesTn ^e frameW ° rk ° f the Indian Uni ° n 

e ver y sense of limited accession, 
not mean "the t ’ Ind ‘ an "»* "« mean and does 

conqnenn t ° f 0 " ° f KaSh '™ * “ ali “ hostile 

8 °rce interfering in the life of the people. 

invasion, voh,lcli^t.!v ? ^^ Kashmir against foreign 
Kashmiri people Th t t0 ^ ^ ^ ree consent °f 
for defence and no^ D ^ aim ^ must behave as a friend 

interfering in the internal againSt the people ’ 

‘fairs of the country. 

The democratic forces on -.i 

Delhi Agreement renders ^ Side mUSt see that the 

solving the crisis in the life of ?H eqUate financial aid for 

a weapon to draw Kashnv h ? people ancI is not used as 
monopoly financiers of India^ 1 ^ ^ Vicious S ri P of the 

They must resist full financial inr . • 
as under present conditio e § la tion of the two states, 
India and their bud^eta ^ ^ C poWer ful finance circles of 
economy of Kashmir anT maneuvers w iH train the weak 
and discontent. sow further seeds of suspicion 

Mutual benefit nnri a , 

be the key to all agreemem^nd ?h Pe ° pleS interests nlust 

Iheir implementation. 
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While today Kashmir with its limited accession has all the 
advantages of independence and autonomy, without being 
a prey to foreign intervention, the new slogan of 
separation and partition would land Kashmir in the hands 
°f imperialist warmongers and worst looters of its people. 

The democratic forces on either side must see that the 
peasants of Kashmir are helped to rid themselves of the 
burden of landlordism. We must see that friendly 
agreements between India and Pakistan are made to help 
open trade to the benefit of all and that a prosperous 
Peasant and honest trader helps the artisan to get upon his 
feet again. 

The democratic forces must campaign for the rights of the 
Jammu and Ladakh people, in the matter of language, 
services, local administrative and financial autonomy an 
civil liberties. 


Only when democratic forces inside and outsi e t 
National Conference and the constituent assem y 
Kashmir, basing themselves on the Kisan Sabhas an o 
organizations of the people, build a powerful democ 
forum and with the aid of their brethren in India deve op 
powerful movement and organization to so ve 
P r °blem of land, rent, taxes, civil liberties and the 
evelopment of Kashmirs economy and succee 
''Warting the forces of imperialist intervention, w 
tate °f Kashmir and Jammu progress on t e 
Prosperity and independence. (Courtesy Kashmir Sentinel 

ec - i-15, 1998). 



Annexure V 
Democratic National Conference: 

Genesis 


Soon after the launchina nf r> / 

Conferencp tho r c ning of Democratic National 

^LTZZZZTZT mbai hasedJana,a ' Mr 

President DNc n , Cjr ^ u ^ am Muhammad Sadiq, 

1958. wT r elZr PU f Uhed tn US dated April 6, 

Kashmir Sentinel, DecembeZoeff™ he ‘° W: CC ° Ur ' eSy 

and bispartyT areyour differences with Bakbshi Sahib 

These differeices n arosrwhif akhShi HaVe 3 lon8 h ' story ' 
w e were acutely conscious % We Were Workin S together. 

functioning of the National m°f S ° me §rave defects in the 

administration. These def n erence Organization and the 
they threatened to unrW eCtS ^ rew to a proportion where 
But the dominant o ro , m min ^ P°htical stability in the State, 
by Bakhshi Sahib took un S1 ^ ^ adona l Conference led 
all the weaknesses and def ^° S *^ 0n °bstinate defence of 
administration. A group of^^ ^ or 8 an t zat ion and the 
party is utilising state powef!° Ple dorninatin 8 the ruling 
control over the economic an \ ° estak>ks h its monopolistic 
detriment of the common ne t ^ le ^ tate to l ^ e 

group is resorting to blatamf 6 In pursuit of this aim, this 
usurping the civil liberties and i U * dem °cr a tic practices of 

“"d 1^1 rights of th e peopl e. 
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This contradiction between the interests of a particular 


group and the aspirations of the common people developed 
inside the National Conference particularly during the course 
of the last two years. The dominant group acted in violation 
°f all the agreed decisions and policies and subordinated the 
interests of the National Movement to its own narrow and 
selfish interests. Although it swears by the Constitution, yet in 
actu al practice it is using its authority to mutilate it. All our 
Persistent and sustained efforts to resolve the contradiction 
failed due to the refusal of Bakhshi Sahib and his group to 
give up authoritarian ethos and reform themselves. They 
^led to give a clean, honest and efficient administration to 
*■ e people. This led to the emergence of our party as a 
emocratic opposition wedded to the objectives of our 
ahonal movement. 


Q- Are these differences also of an ideological nature? 

A: Our differences with Bakhshi Sahib assume an 
e°l°gj ca i nature j n SQ f ar as ac j s j n defenc of the interests 

3 particular exploiting class that is thriving on officia 

Patronage 

P' V some of your objections to the functioning of th 
r . ln Q P ar ty are met, will you consider the question 
J° l ning a? or you will still try to fill the role of a democra 

Se cular opposition? 

t L ‘ functioning of a democratic secular opposition 
atm° nly 8Uaran tee for the growth of a healthy democrat 
Prl° S P here in ‘he state. The -emergency" atmosphere 
Con ln 8 within the State for the last ten years ^ 

a nv lderably bunted the growth of democracy here ^ 

"'elco nPrOVemen ‘ in tlle functioning of the ru in £ P 
com e> there is no question of our rejoining .t ; We 
nue to fulfill our role as a democratic opposition- 

PVicies^f l° U any di ff erences with tbe h0me fuUv satisfied 

loitfa ^ Government of India? Are you f V 

K rsagteemen, with the foteign P°^ ° f 
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the Government of India. In the sphere of home policy, 
while we appreciate the aim of economic development and 
construction, we can have our differences over methods and 
detail. For example, we would like the Government of India 
to introduce radical agrarian reforms on approximately the 
same lines as we have done in our State. Broadly speaking, 
we are satisfied with the Kashmir policy of the government 
of India except where it has failed to pay sufficient attention 
to internal affairs of the State with a view to improving 
matters and eliminating factors that impede the growth of a 
normal democratic life. 

Q: Is it true that one of your senior members, Shri G. L. 
Dogra said in an interview that ideologically he had always 
been a Congressman and proposes to remain one. 

A: I am not aware of any such interview. However, if Shri 
G.L. Dogra has given expression to these views he is free to 
profess his ideology as a Congressman and will continue to 
have a place aof honour in our organization. 

q. if an offer is made by the All India Congress Committee 
to accept the Democratic National Conference as one of its 
regular branches, are you likely to accept it? 

A: This is a hypothetical question. Anyway, if such an offer 
is made, it shall receive the most serious consideration of our 


q, can a committee become a member of the DNC and are 
thev being admitted into it? Has any person enrolled himself 
a member of your party wh'o, to your knowledge, claims to 
‘be a socialist, a Gandhiite or a humanist? If so, will you 
famish such names? 

J . such question has arisen so far. But, a communist 

h subscribes to our policies and programmers can enroll 

w ° a s a member of our party and wok for it. There are 

himS m embers in our party, some in leading position, who 

man ^to be socialists, Gandhiites or humanists. A list of names 

clain ^ e too long to be included in this interview, but if you 

Wl1 r muld send some of the names separately, 
like t 
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Q: Can you please describe the ideology of your party in 
just a general manner, preferably if possible in terms of 
existing “isms" anyhow far and in what respects does that 
differfrom that of main political parties of India? 

A: The broad ideology of our party is socialist. The 
programme of New Kashmir itself is a socialist programme 
and in the Constitution of the State recently some of us were 
in the government. Unfortunately, this did not find favour 
with Bakhshi Sahib and in stead gave rise to unfounded 
suspicions. 

Q- Is there any truth in the allegation that yours is a 
sponsored opposition — sponsored by the Government of 
India to deal Sheikh Abdullah administratively as well as 
politically? 

A: This is a slanderous allegation. The formation of the 
Democratic National Conference Party is an entire local 
phenomenon. After the adoption of our Constitution which 
has the States accession with India as its comer stone, and 
w ich embodies the basic principles and objectives of our 
nationa movement, the growth of a democratic opposition 
P e ge * e defence of the Constitution was a historical 
necessity. This reminds one of the origin and role of PSP 
itself. We shall, however, welcome all the steps taken by the 

overnment of India with a view to promoting a healthy 
democratic atmosphere in the State. But we shall, at the same 
time, criticize it where it fails to intervene to check the 
undemocratic practices of the ruling party. As a party of the 
Republic of India, the State deserves the attention of the 
Centre particularly because of the special conditions 
obtaining here and the personal defects of the leadership of 
the party in power. (Courtesy Kashmir Sentinel , December 
2007) 



Annexure VI 
Right of Self-Determination: 

Application to JK 


termin^tai^7 S ^ S I^^ nty over the PrinceI Y States 
right of infernal I’tj habitants of these territories had no 
and it isTZ ff germination in relation to their prices, 
existed at thaTt^ oubtful whether, under the law as it 
detennination 1 ^ ° f ~*> «' f ' 

explained. When, on dT ! ° the U K • for ,he reason 
British suzerainty' u- UgUst ’ tbe rulers were freed of 
them from choosiniTto ^ m mternational law prohibited 
India or Pakistan e U ^ lte with the newly independent 
subjects. Some 560 ml 1 Wlthout consulting the wishes of their 
legal right to do w i ^ exercised their option without their 
later. On 26 Octobe m* 08 quesUon ed, either at the time or 
The Report f * ^ ^ ^ 

General of (independent ?J* Ct ^ the Governor ' 

expressed the wish on 97 ^ In L dia ’ Lord Mountbatten, 
inhabitants be consulted^^' ** ^ WisheS ° f ^ 
terminated and law and ~ T he lnvasion of JK had been 
doubt whether Lord m F , er rest ° re d. There are reasons to 
power, to impose on d R™ a “ en intend «h had the legal 
had, (a) this would I'T °?, aCCeSSion; but even if he did 
a nd (b) the invasion ho lnd India under international law, 
terminated. In short undor Preferred to has still not been 
time the accession was valid™ 6 ™^ 10 ^ law as ic stood at the 
nght to be consulted. Am the inhabi tants of JK had o 
right now, as the Report claim ^i! 7, f ° r them to have such a 

s > t ey would have had to have 
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acquired it subsequently. I have shown that subsequent 
development in international law did not confer a right of 
secession on a non-colonial people such as the inhabitants of 
the Indian State of JK. The one possible exception is carence 
de souvernainete; but the Report rightly admits that this is 
controversial and in any case concedes that, even on the basis 
of its own allegations of braches of human rights in the State, 
a level of oppression justifying secession has not been 
reached. Accordingly, the only remaining possible source of 
a right of external self-determination is certain Security 
Council resolutions calling for a plebiscite, by which the 
Report sets great store. However, these resolutions were 
passed under Chapter VI, not VII, of the Charter and were, 
therefore, not binding on the parities. India and Pakistan both 
rejected Res. 47 (1948), and India Res. 51 (1951). 
Admittedly, they both accepted certain resolutions of the UN 
Commission for India and Pakistan, which envisaged a 
plebiscite. However, this was expressly conditional on other 
stipulations being met, including the withdrawal of Pakistani 
troops and irregular forces. They were never met. In any 
case, acceptance of a plebiscite as a means of resolving a 
political and military conflict between two states does not 
amount to an acknowledgement that the people of the 
territory have a legal right to one. In the end, the Security 
Council and UNCIP reached impasse, and in the Simla 
Agreement of 1972 the two Governments seem to have 
taken the matter out of the hands of the UN. I agree with the 
Report that an agreement between the two states “could not 
have deprived the people of JK of any rights of self- 
determination to which they were entitled at the time of the 
Agreement” but since, for the reasons given, they did not 
have any such right at that time, the argument is of no avail. 

9. The Report goes on to consider whether the inhabitants 
of JK subsequently lost their supposed right through its 
exercise or abandonment. Admittedly, there has been no 
plebiscite or referendum; but this has not always been 
required in cases of self-determination. The Report therefore 
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a w ^ et ^ er > on the facts, the election of a Constituent 

j 11 J ar td its adoption of a Constitution confirming that JK 
suffer 4 ° n ia> anc P° r subsequent elections, amounted to a 
erounr) 11 P°P U ar enc ^ orse ment. It denies this partly on the 
even rh 3 e§edly ’ certain elections were “rigged”. But 
reasons hi T™ t0 admit that the election of 1977 was 
Abdullah aiF> an< ^ t ^ is resu hed in a clear victoiy for Sheikh 
two years hef WaS ^ extremel y popular figure who had, only 
place nf nc ° re ’ S1 ^ ned t ^ le Kashmir Accord reaffirming the 
draw an ana* CC ? titUent Unit of India - The authors also 
States This a! 3 P resum Ption against the extinction of 

Siven, the p^^roMK H B h‘ ^ ** ““ ™ ' ^ 

international law to decide whth°‘ 1947 h3Ve 3 “I 

India, and since they did !?" °'‘ n °‘'° beCOme pa " 
unnecessary to consider rH subsec l uen tly acquire one, it is 

have based themselves on a fT* ^ 3Uth ° rS 

For similar reasons rh , f SC premise - 
be exercised is str 4 »/ • C dlscussion °f how the right should 
Perhaps be matte nf However - mention should 

assumptions conrh. 0 S ° me rerna rkable and unjustified 
to my view) the ne^ 118 ^ recomrnen dations. If (contrary 
determination tK ° f * have a ^ht of external self¬ 
inhabitants of the whole^h the whole people, i.e. the 
Maharajas sovereignty th- C ^^tory formerly under the 
Report goes on to focus m 1S Seems to be conceded; yet the 
Indian control, to th m ? St ex<dusiv ely °n the part under 
control. Almost’the onl , USion of that under Pakistani 
this context relates to P ? bServation regarding the latter in 

authors then compound th' ISt3n ^ su PP 01 "t for militants. The 

recommend that “The St S ei J° r w ^h another. They go on to 
determination separately” ^h° ^ exer cises the right of self- 
and religious diversity. The f G T S ° n P roffe red being ethnic 
all units may wish to becom ^ j 3t> * n Missions view, not 
not to the point; according tr^ e P en d e nt or join Pakistan is 
aright to do so. But in fact th ^ reasonin 8 they must have a 
type of fragmentation of the ^ * D ° Warr ant in law for this 

People , and as noted above, 
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the international community and international law have 
firmly set their face against the “Bosnianization” that this 
might entail. In a Report purporting to expound the law, the 
policy preferences of the authors should perhaps have been 
left out; but even as a matter of legal policy these 
recommendations are questionable, (a) If implemented, they 
could (as is recognized) endanger international peace and 
security, (b) They could (the authors protestations, 
notwithstanding) create a precedent for demands to break up 
India and other multi-ethnic, multi-denominational states, 
with potentially disastrous consequences not only existing 
structures but also for fragile inter-communal peace. 

(c) Breaking up JK might, in the view of the members of the 
Mission help solve some political and human rights problems 
there; but it is likely to create others. For within each 
fragment defined on ethnic or religious grounds, there may 
well be minorities whose aspirations may not be satisfied, 
and whose own human rights could be seriously endangered. 

(d) Using religion as the sole, or a major, criterion for defining 
a political unit is not self-evidently desirable. It is not 
necessarily a persons only or most important affiliation, and 
there are potential human right problems here, too. 
Furthermore, hatred of the other groups, identified on the 
basis of their religion, has been one of the main causes of 
horrible bloodshed in the sub-continent and elsewhere. 
Accordingly, to single out religion as the basis of a polity is 
not necessarily a progressive step. These are dangers to 
which a Mission sent by the International Commission of 
Jurists, of all bodies, might perhaps have been more 
sensitive, even apart from its very questionable legal 
reasoning. 

Professor Maurice Mendelson, QC 
2 Hare Court Temple 
London ECAY7BH 
2 February 1993 
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you like in n *" m* mC 8 ° bacb to India. Keep me anywhere 
le° me "T*™ Are “ «'°ca,e me in Sinkiang and 

fullTuppo rt ; P saw'st^r fr ° m th = re <° 8- you their 
Director of Inr^ii- 1 1 Abdullah to Ayub Awan, Pakistan s 
of S pte o ffT e Bureau in Me “ a *» 1965. The source 

Gowhar Who wrote on^On 0 " “ 3 Pakistani journalist, Altaf 
W September and 3 Ocfc,‘“’ ^ ^ 

KashmirisHo rise^ t0 ' d A " an ' " If 1 cal1 upon them (the 
be overwhelming ,?^ U ^f 0rt tke plan, their response could 

no interests in what the^^-fuT^ 56 ’ Ayub Khan showed 
was opposed to arr ■ heibb bad conveyed. Z.A. Bhutto 

words of Altaf GowW^-^t Sheikh s heI P because in the 
succeeded, all the c h* ^ ^ an V)P era tion Gibraltar) 

Bhutto didn’t like that CClt W ° Uld 8 ° t0 Sheikh Abdullah”. 

Pakistani militarv mo u- 

Indian troops in R an Clm ? * ow bey °P era b° n 

government’s lack of i KUtCh in 1965 as a si g n ° f 
emboldened by Nehru’sgermination. The Pak GHQ, 
stance by Z.A. Bhutto - and 8 oade d into hawkish 

combine, put before Ayub kT Ahmad (forei gn secretary) 
Gibraltar' of General Akh, P ‘ he Sand table of 'Operation 
Putting his finger on Ak hn " G ° C ' in ' C ' 12 Division, 

you go for the jugular?” Neith’ Khan said . “Why don’t 

r * le ^ or ps Commanders nor 
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the Air and Naval Chiefs were kept in know of the plan. 
In Mecca, where he had made a detour round London in 
1965, the Sheikh gave a surprise to his scheduled visitor 
Ayub Awan about his knowledge of Pakistan’s ‘Operation 
Gibraltar.” 

The Sheikh conveyed to Awan that if the ‘Operation 
Gibraltar’ was based on the assumption that the people in the 
valley would welcome Pakistani soldiers, it was utterly false. 
“II I call upon them to rise in support of the plan their 
response could be overwhelming,” he added. 

The Hazratbal holy relic conspiracy preceded ‘Operation 
Gibraltar’ by some months. Why was it unfolded prematurely 
and not simultaneously with that plan remains shrouded in 
mystery. When late G.Q. Ganderbali, DIG, Kashmir indicted 
a top business magnate and social patriarch of Srinagar, who 
enjoyed closest connections with the highest rung of Kashmir 
political leadership, and was about to unravel the entire 
conspiracy, he was removed from his post. The other 
accomplice in the conspiracy is now virtually the most 
powerful figure in leading regional political party. The 
conspiracy had two objectives; to destabilize Bakhshi Ghulan 
Muhammad’s government, and to sensitize people to anti- 
India mood on the basis of religion. Perhaps that was the 
beginning of theocratisation of Kashmiri society. It was late 
Maulana Masu’di, the truest well-wisher of Kashmiris who 
tried to stem the tide. This explains why he was gunned 
down by the militants at the ripe age of 90. 

The holy relic episode took place soon after the failure of 
Swarn Singh — Bhutto talks in 1963- It indicated that the 
Plebiscite Front would be activated and alternatives would be 
explored for separation of Kashmir from India. 

When the Sheikh was set free during Sadiq’s government, 
he became a frequent visitor to one of the two elite pro- 
Pakistani Shi’a families in the locality of Maisuma, Srinagar. 
Knowledgeable persons said that close contacts of this family 
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™ th * e intelligence sources served the catalyst for the 
eikh to become privy to the Pakistani plan of ‘Operation 
i raltar . Obviously the channel must have been the 
a istani military intelligence. This surmise is borne out by 
act t at the unnamed Maisuma resource person had 
rawn a comprehensive plan of Srinagar contacts for use 
it “ ^hraltar attained the desired goal. 

‘One7^ U d ^V nterestin § to go a couple of years earlier to the 
of ~ Gibraltar’. In 1963, an organization by the name 

decided ea ^ ue Was boated. Its members and activists had 
in Kashmir armecl stru ggle against Indian presence 

Z conniva ^ ** plan (of having bein drawn 

attack the Ind - ^ ^ Pakistani intelligence agency) was to 

an^ co^SpT ' he angled in 

mercurial leaders of Yomh'r infU,rators - ° f lhe three nK> “ 
as MLA, the second Lea gue, one was later on inducted 

the third continues wTthh 611 * ^ gOVernment pOSt ^ 

At this time Maulavi ifn^ 5 secessionist ideology today, 
emerged on the 1 ^ ar ^ nsark the.Shi’a leader, also 
Muslim Conference^ 6 <d ° Se c °nnections with the 

Kashmir, during the ‘rf mdlVldual roles of the leadership in 
outstanding person* ° peratlon Gibraltar’, we find that two 
Mohiu’d-Din Oo r « ' name y Ute Maulana Mas’udi and late 
Pakistan. W ° r ed to the entire game plan of 

On learning of NehrnV i 

cut short his visit to P a k- CmiSe in May 1964 > the sheikh 
haste to New Delhi Lar and and re turned post - 

he met Ahmad ben BeM 1 ^ ke Went to Algiers where 
fighter and President It • renowned Algerian freedom 
with the Chinese Premie ciT AlgierS that the Sheikh met 
an arranged meeting im, ° U kn kak Undoubtedly this was 
known but at least it ca ^ trans i :4red between them is not 
Bella had asked the Sh^k* the papers that Ahmad Ben 

about the physical sacrifices 
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made for the “liberation of Kashmir and took him on a round 
of the graveyard where nearly 60 of his close relatives lay 
buried. This indicated that the subject matter was “liberation 
of Kashmir” from Indian control” and of “sacrifices”. 

From Algiers, the Sheikh dashed to the Mecca under the 
rubric of performing the wnra. Here he met with Awan 
Ayub, the Pakistan super sleuth in a pre-arranged meeting to 
talk further on the subject of ‘Operation Gibraltar and his 
own role in it. 

The failure of Pakistani infiltrators to make any substantial 
gains under ‘Operation Gibraltar’ in Kashmir turned a damp 
squib for the pro-Pak chapters whether in political arena or in 
the field of operation. In 1967, Afzal Baig launched Al-Fath 
operation in Kashmir on behalf of Plebiscite Front. 
The defence counsel in the case of the detainees of Al-Fath 
insurgency was the then General Secretary of National 
Conference. 

The humiliating defeat of Pakistan in 1971 leading 
to her fragmentation came as a rude shock to the Sheikh and 
those who towed his line. He ruminated deeply on how 
he had voluntarily struck at his own credibility. There was 
now no way out but to seek rapprochement with the 
Government of India. He had to succumb to the terms of 
Indira — Sheikh Accord of 1974 which catapulted him once 
again into the seat of power. Mir Qasim never forgave Indira 
Gandhi for what proved to be a disastrous turn in 
contemporary Kashmir history. (Courtesy Daily Excelsioi 4 
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chessboard of Kashmir politics, one finds in 
these cues quite substantial fund to draw 
inferences from. It opens our eyes and 
imagination, not wild but specific, to 
speculate what shape things are likely to 
take in that tormented region. When 
principles are abandoned and cherished 
slogans reversed, when facts are subverted 
and fiction is boosted, then virtually people 
are set eyeball to eyeball with impending 
failure of the state. And the sadist axiom that 
by and large people get the government they 
deserve comes true. 
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The Author. Hailing from a poor 
peasant family of rural South Kashmir, 
Reshi Dev evinced keen interest in Kashmir 
politics and society from very early age. He 
is now in the ninety-fifth year of his life, and 
has summed up in this diary his experiences 
with almost all major political parties of 
J&K for last seven decades. His long inning 
at state politics has brought him only a big 
disappointment that makes him somewhat 
sceptic about the future if things do not 
change in right direction. 

Translator. Kashinath Pandit, the 
former Director of the Centre of Central 
Asian Studies, Kashmir University has 
made the subject matter much more 
readable by adding introduction, notes and 
appendices to the English version of Reshi 
Devis Urdu work Zakhmun ki Zabani. 
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